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Context and highlights
Risdon Park South Kindergarten is a stand alone kindergarten which provides high quality educational opportunities 
for learning through play for 3 to 5 year old children. Each child is supported and encouraged to apply a growth 
mindset to have a go and develop the qualities of respect, responsibility, persistence and confidence. 
Risdon Park South Kindergarten is a diverse centre with families from a range of cultures and socio-economic 
backgrounds and additional needs. 
The Australian curriculum, Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) is used to plan and program , and we regularly 
reflect on our practices and learning experiences to support each child's individual learning journey.
In 2021 we had two groups of children, one called group A, which attended Mondays and Tuesdays and group B 
whom attended Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8.30am to 3.30pm. Each child then attended kindy an additional 6
 days per year to attend their 600 hours per year Universal Access. 

Staffing consisted of a full time director, two part time teachers and two early childhood workers.

Highlights of the year include:
- hatching chickens
- Daily photo book to provide families with an information of the daily learning
- Excursions - Fire station, gymnastics, public library, bike safety centre, visiting local nursing home, local school 
and Port Germein end of year excursion.
- Family craft sessions
- Cooking - breakfast, lunchbox snacks and family culture cooking
- Nursery rhyme books - send home for each family, linking to PQIP of phonological awareness learning.
- Family connections through Covid restrictions - posting learning on Facebook and Staff member greeting at the 
gate.
- Children's additional kindy days being held on the other groups session day to make connections with the other 
children before school transitions began. 

Governing council report
We had a dedicated group of parents this year who brought together a wide range of ideas and strategies to help 
support the kindy in its growth and development. Governing council organised a number of fundraisers throughout 
the year such as hot cross buns, Easter raffle, picture plates, disco, t-towels, cookie dough, photo shoot and a 
Christmas raffle. Money raised was used to purchase new furniture, an iPad and lunch bags for the 2022 students. 
Throughout the year governing council also reviewed site policies and procedures and monitored and reflected on 
the Preschool Quality Improvement Plan (PQIP) which was looking at site data, practices and improvements. We 
discussed the development of the Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) and were pleased to be able to partner with 
Judith Crosby who created two wonderful pieces of art for the kindy. The children were very excited to watch this 
unfold and to add their handprints to the wall. Students also participated in the opening of the artworks which was 
televised on Southern Cross News. Governing council reflected on the years successes and areas for possible 
improvement for 2022. We felt that having the additional kindy days held with the opposite group was successful 
rather than holding them on the Fridays and we recommend to make this possible again in 2022. Over all I feel we 
had a very successful year and I would like to personally thank the other members of governing council for their 
time, efforts and support throughout 2021. To all the wonderful staff at Risdon Park South Kindy, thank you for the 
dedication that you have given our children this year. As they leave kindy to start the next chapter you have made 
their first steps into education exciting, challenging and rewarding. All the best for 2022.

Gretel D'Agostino
Governing Council Chairperson
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal was: To develop all children's foundational early literacy skills.
Our site decided to use music as a tool for developing children's phonological awareness and oral language. This 
required educators to engage in professional learning around teaching music and purchasing new instruments to 
use. We also engaged in professional development with the DfE Speech Pathologist in the Oral Language Project; 
the curriculum and learning team also worked with us to support the development of our data collection and 
analysis; while also using the Preschool guidebooks and literacy summit training videos.
The tools we used to collect data were: collecting dialogue within play with children; educators written observations; 
daily reflections; preschool literacy and numeracy indicator charts and TROL-PA (Teacher rating of oral language 
and phonological awareness).
Educators intentional taught through play and small group learning experiences the skills associated with 
developing oral language by asking open ended question, using 'wondering' language rather than just questioning, 
parallel talking, extending children's sentences and modelling language.
At the term 1 parent chats, all children had an oral language goal, plus any other personalised goals. All children 
engaged in learning experiences to support their communication growth. These included: book based learning, a 
weekly nursery rhyme (each children received their own nursery rhyme book for home), kindy camera borrowing 
and sharing; small group literacy focus groups; providing a language rich play environment and music, rhyme and 
rhythm learning, linking to phonological awareness learning.
Data showed each individual child's learning journey and next steps for learning. Educators analysed the data in 
depth each term and planned targeted next steps for learning.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 74 71 68 67

2019 67 66 64 67

2020 54 N/A 52 52

2021 50 52 40 47

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

980 - Airdale Primary School 4.0% 8.2% 10.4% 12.0%
9039 - Mid North Christian College 12.0% 14.8% 18.8% 20.0%
363 - Port Pirie West Primary School 1.0% 1.6% 0.0% 4.0%
685 - Risdon Park Primary School 31.0% 45.9% 37.5% 52.0%
8021 - St Mark's College:Benedict Campus 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 90.8% 94.6% 89.6% 88.5%

2019 centre 92.0% 89.1% 85.6% 88.2%

2020 centre 95.0% 88.8% 94.3%

2021 centre 91.5% 95.7% 79.2%  87.8%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our attendance was quite high with the exception of children being ill in term 1 and 4. We were equal with the state 
average in term 1 and higher than the state average in terms 2, 3 and 4. 

Unexplained non-attendance was managed with educators making contact with the families when their child was 
absent from kindy either through a phone call or text message. 
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Family opinion survey summary
The parents had the opportunity to provide feedback through a variety of measures this year. We surveyed both 
parents and the children mid year. We asked the children what their favourite learning experiences at kindy are; 
anything that they would like to see change; and if there was anything else that they would like to tell us. The 
responses were varied, however going on the excursions were mentioned of eleven of the responses. Other favourites 
were: making potions, kindy songs, experiments, making friends, drawing/painting, learning numbers and cooking. The 
surveys helped to guide the learning for the following terms, extending their learning in the areas of interest. The 
parent surveys asked what they valued; their wishes for their child for the next 6 months and any other feedback. Ten 
of the surveys identified that they valued the educators open communication and being approachable, they loved the 
daily photo book, the children's learning journey folders, the take home borrowing kits, the learning about healthy food 
and cooking programs, the Acknowledgement of Country and the diversity of learning opportunities.

During term 4 we provided the families with two surveys. One was the Department for Education parent opinion survey 
and the other was a one page survey about our site PQIP. We received lots of positive comments about the educators 
and their child's growth. There was one comment about a family not feeling overly connected. We reflected on this and 
wondered if this was due to not being allowed onsite for a long time due to covid restrictions. We also reflected on how 
we could improve connection in 2022 by having an educator greeting parents as they enter kindy each day and 
checking in with them more regularly.

We held parent chats in terms 1 and 3 to provide and opportunity for educators to engage in conversation with each 
family about their individual child's learning, interests and growth.

All educators had valid screening and were cleared to work with children.

We had one TAFE placement student begin their placement here and she also held the valid screening.

We didn't have any volunteers working with the children this year.

Relevant history screening

Our end of year transition to school data shows that most of our children were transitioning to Risdon Park Primary 
School, our main public feeder school. We have worked with Risdon Park Primary School this year to visit with both of 
our kindy groups with an invitation to families to join us to meet the Principal and tour the school. We also transitioned 
one child into Port Pirie West Primary School and some to Airdale Primary School and a child into the Mid North 
Education Centre.

We have also transitioned children to two private schools at the end of the year, and 15 children transitioned to St 
Marks College with the mid year intake.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $527,355
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $15,675
Other $8,887

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Our PQIP for 2021 was on developing children's oral language and phonological awareness. This required 
educators to engage in training to develop their understanding of phonological awareness and how best 
to teach and support children's development in this area. We engaged in music training, worked with 
the local partnership in the Oral Language Project, worked with the Curriculum support team to develop 
our data collection tools, analysis and next steps. The funding was used to fund all educators to engage 
in these trainings and to implement these programs onsite. 
The site also has a strong numeracy program that runs all year.

The data gathered identified that the 
teaching and learning that we implemented, 
supported the children to make large growths 
in their development. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

IESP funding was used to fund ECW preschool support to provide programs to support the children with 
speech, language, behavioural, identified disabilities, undiagnosed needs and children at risk to engage 
in the preschool curriculum and develop their own individual learning goals.

All of the children make measurable growth 
in their individual learning areas. Strong 
connections were made with the families to 
work in partnership with all of these children

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.




