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Context and highlights
At Port Pirie Community (PPCK) we provide a safe, caring and inclusive learning environment for preschool 
children. The preschool is situated in the town of Port Pirie which is 2.5 hours north of Adelaide. Port Pirie has a 
substantial population of Aboriginal, Italian and Filipino learners. We are a .8 preschool operating on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and every second Thursday. We run a supported playgroup on Fridays which is site funded.

This year we have had 55 children enroll at PPCK – 9 went to school mid-year and 6 children have moved away 
from Port Pirie and enrolled at other services. We currently have 9 Aboriginal Learners (5 are 3yo’s), 3 children in 
Care and we have 11 children receiving 1:1 support ranging from .30mins to 4 hours. This year we have also used 
our Inclusive Education Support Program to support 11 children to access group support on the ‘s’ and ‘l’ blends.

We continue to have great engagement from our families and especially from Governing Council who continually 
support our ideas and help our work with children and community. Some of the ways we have engaged with families 
is Bowls Night Fundraiser, Parent Chats term 1 & 3, Family Night Term 1, Mother’s Day afternoon tea, Fathers 
Night, End of Year Celebration, Eli’s Yai-Yai coming in to cook Greek Biscuits, Auskick session run by some dads 
and parents coming on excursions.

Playgroup numbers remain steady with an average of 26 children attending – our biggest playgroup was 48 children 
and the lowest number was 12. We find many 2022 families have been coming for the last 4 months to help their 
children transition to preschool.

Governing council report
The 2021 PPCK Governing Council consisted of Alice Thompson-Francis, Jenna Tiller, Jacinta  Davies, Alyce 
Richter Ebony Brown, Sarah Freer, Kyla Nicholson, Chris MacDougall, Taylene Wood, Shilo Pavlich, Kirsten 
Bickley, Tahlia Cocko, Krystel Clemow.

Firstly and most importantly I would like to say a huge thankyou to the wonderful Staff at PPCK Emma, Wendy, Liz, 
Julie, Sascha and the relief staff who have all been amazing. It has been another interesting year with COIVD 
restrictions however the Staff have supported all families and children to navigate this ensuring the connection 
between Staff, children and families is maintained.

There were many positives this year but some of the highlights have been: Football clinic with support from kindy 
dads, visits to road safety centre, Port Broughton and the Port Pirie Aquatic and Leisure Centre with the latter being 
some new and something that will be continued in the future. 

We have had a very successful year fundraising with out kick off event of Night Owls bowls night raising $1578, 
Mother’s day raffle raising $1392 and the bike-a-thon in term 4 raising the most with $1776.80. 

It has been a privilege to be a part of brainstorming, decision making and planning for the future of this Centre and I 
personally look forward to my youngest child starting in 2022.

Thankyou to PPCK and families for the opportunity to represent you all and be a part of this Kindy community.

Alice Thompson-Francis
PPCK Governing Council Chairperson 2021
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Preschool quality improvement planning
GOAL: Develop Speaking and Listening Skills
CHALLENGE OF PRACTICE: Authentically documenting ALL children’s speaking and listening

>Oral Language Project
All staff participated in all 4 sessions and we incorporated the strategies into our practice and reflections. The 
strategies that were recommended were intentionally programmed for in our fortnightly program (especially book 
based learning). We invited Daleelah (speech pathologist) to come and observe educators for a day and provided 
feedback. Her feedback was extremely positive and we were observed engaging with children using the OLP 
strategies but she did suggest that we should keep in mind different questioning levels. The majority of our children 
were screened using the OLP screening tool, especially if an educator has heard some errors or delays in the child’s 
speech and language when engaging in conversations. 
In 2021 we tracked children against the Preschool Tracking of Oral Language and Phonemic Awareness Toll 
(TROL-PA). The educator rated data was collated in weeks 4-7 of each term. We have previously used this tool and 
so many educators were familiar will the tool. The data was then uploaded onto TEAMSN to collate as a 
partnership. At site level we would use the data to inform our planning and specific intentional teaching we all 
engaged in with children within the play based environment and large story and mat times.

>Work with Curriculum Support
Our work with Curriculum support this year has been extremely beneficial for all educators. Sustained Shared 
Thinking supporting language learning – all staff have viewed the Literacy Summit presentation and discussed 
implications about our practice. We are using this information to help analyse the teaching and learning in our 
recorded conversations. We then used this data to inform our program and teaching.  All staff aim for 1 in 3 SST 
conversations – as mentioned as good practice in presentation.
Programming and planning – the introduction of our programming book has allowed educators the tool/process 
necessary to gather data, analyse it and record it against the curriculum documents and plan the where to next.

IMPACT ON STUDENTS
This is the percentage of children in each coloured area as at Nov 4, 2021. Remembering that these numbers 
include 3 year old children who will be returning in 2022:
• 54%  of our children are CONSOLIDATING (0% in Term 1)
• 24%  of our children are PROGRESSING (21% in Term 1)
• 14%  of our children are DEVELOPING (71% in Term 1)
• 8%  of our children are EMERGING (7% in Term 1)
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 34 37 34 35

2019 40 41 38 42

2020 45 N/A 40 40

2021 45 45 37 40

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

980 - Airdale Primary School 16.0% 19.4% 22.9% 7.7%
111 - Crystal Brook Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.7%
9039 - Mid North Christian College 9.0% 11.1% 14.3% 7.7%
685 - Risdon Park Primary School 41.0% 36.1% 40.0% 61.5%
8021 - St Mark's College:Benedict Campus 29.0% 30.6% 22.9% 15.4%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 91.2% 83.7% 81.9% 84.1%

2019 centre 91.3% 88.7% 81.5% 76.2%

2020 centre 85.5% 76.6% 82.0%

2021 centre 89.2% 74.0% 80.9%  81.1%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
All attendances and reasons are recorded in EMS. We follow up absences with text messages daily and will take 
further if we have no contact such as Welfare Checks by police. The majority of reasons is Illness and Family.
Through COVID parents have been more mindful and have kept their children home if unwell. 

We were just slightly under the DfE attendance rate in term 4 which was 82.6.
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Family opinion survey summary
This year we had 21 responses for our online survey. We also gave paper copy’s of last year’s survey to the families 
leaving mid-year that we analysed as a staff team.
The responses were mainly agree or strongly agree for 4 areas of Leadership and Decision Making, Quality of 
Teaching and Learning, Relationships and Communication and Support of Learning.
There were some natural and disagree responses throughout all four areas but no trends that stand out. 
Some of the comments included:
-I think the teaching and communication is fantastic. I am pleased with how far my child has come.
-I am very satisfied with the teaching methods, my child has learnt a lot and I am very happy about that. Thank you 
-Very well supported. They know my child really well.

All staff, volunteers and students must present a current Working with Children Check before beginning with us. 
Wendy completed her Registration in 2020 and Emma has completed hers in 2021. 

Relevant history screening

We had 47 eligible 4 year old children enroll at PPCK throughout 2021.

Children attended the following schools after leaving kindy: 
Risdon Park PS - 19%
Napperby PS - 2%
Crystal Brook PS - 2%
Airdale PS - 6%
Gladstone PS - 2%
St Marks College - 48%
Mid North Christian College - 2%
Unknown - 17%
50 % of our children attended Private schools which is increasing each year.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $492,221
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $12,892
Other $6,819

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Staff participated in professional learning such as Oral Language Project, sessions with Curriculum 
Support, observations from our Speech Pathologist and utilized best practice advice from the 
Guidebooks. The new learning was transferred and used alongside children at our preschool. 

TROL-PA data as mentioned in PQIP section
OLP Screening Tool 

Inclusive Education Support Program

This funding was used to support 14 children throughout the year 1:1 from 30 minutes to 4 hours. 11 
children in group support on specific speech sounds. In term 2 we had to apply for more funding as we 
had exhausted our allocation. We were successful in the process. 

Children have made progress against their 
speech and Language goals set by speech 
pathologist and documented in the ILP’s. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


