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Context and highlights
Yorketown Community Children's Centre ( YCCC ) is situated in a rural community 250km from Adelaide with a 
population of approximately 800 people. YCCC is a stand alone Children's Centre offering an integrated Preschool 
and Rural Care program.The preschool operates with a five day fortnightly roster alongside a two worker long day 
care and OSHC program for children aged six weeks to 12 years of age. YCCC is a category 2 site with a high 
degree of disadvantaged families with considerable complexities impacting on the lives of the families accessing the 
centre. The centre is managed by a Governing Council, educators consist of a Director, one early years teacher, 
one ECW2 educator and five ECW1 educators and a finance officer who works 2 hours per week within the centre.
 We are extremely proud to offer a quality Rural Care long day care program and preschool program to 
approximately 60 families from within the local community and increasingly to families from further a field who are 
accessing the services that we provide with demand consistently increasing. Our Rural Care sessions are generally 
fully booked predominately servicing families with working / studying parents as well as ensuring that families facing 
great adversity are supported as a priority. We currently have a large waiting list of children / families who require 
care.Playgroup with a volunteer Coordinator runs Mondays 9.30am-11am
 Recent AEDI data indicates that a vast percentage of children in our local area are developmentally vulnerable in 
one or more domains indicating that there is a significant developmental risk for local children across the Southern 
Yorke Peninsula area.
 2021 marked the 51st year of operation of YCCC. The opportunity to celebrate 50 years of education and care has 
not yet been celebrated due to the world wide pandemic Covid-19.  
2021 saw 2 Covid lockdowns highlights included celebrating a 'Family Fun Day' with over 70 children and their 
families attending funded by Wellbeing SA as a result of the Bushfire Recovery Program. We also offered two 
wellbeing workshops funded by CSAPHN. We enjoyed working with renowned Aboriginal artist Cedric Varco on a 
vast mural on the front of our centre and learning with him about the importance of caring for country. Our site was 
long listed to the top 10 sites for the Narragunnawali Awards for our Reconciliation journey which is an enormous 
honour. Educators were proudly involved in presenting several ECA BeYou Bushfire Preparedness Webinars to 
support children and educators who have suffered trauma. The Director was a member of the Early Years Strategy 
Reference Group. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our PQIP goal was "Children will extend their vocabulary to enable them to share their ideas and thinking". This 
came about as our experience is that children are arriving at Preschool and Rural Care with much fewer speech 
and language skills and conversational experience. It is known that oral language is so involved and so important in 
the early years. Our educator team engaged with Sophie Martin the DfE Speech Therapist and the Oral Language 
project firstly through training and development and by using the four high impact to promote and extend strategies 
of modelling and expansion, scaffolding, intentional teaching of vocab and wonder and think aloud. Educators also 
engaged in training sessions at educator meetings and shared examples of how we were capturing evidence 
through our pedagogical documentation aligning with our success measures. We worked with children to embed the 
4 oral language high impact strategies into shared book experiences and throughout the learning environment ie: 
sandpit, water play etc. Together we looked closely at scaffolding and set ourselves challenge along the way ie: 
how are we using scaffolding strategies? We looked at intentional teaching of vocabulary and using words in 
context - this was particularly successful with thin the preschool program with the development of our word wall for 
words that we discovered then reflected on at different times. We looked at and used tier 1 & 2 words, we 
concentrated on reciprocal conversations, children's phonological awareness and understanding. Each term our 
children's sharing book feedback gave us amazing feedback and affirmation about the children's language 
development that families had noticed. In term 3 we asked for feedback specifically relating to our success criteria 
which provided incredible evidence that we were really making a difference! Families mentioned things such as my 
child is...
* increased expanded vocabulary
* Fabulous language and conversation skills and listening and responding.
* New found interest in rhyming
* So successful in extending his vocabulary especially in his interactions with others.
Our engagement with the OLS allowed us to continue with our improvement work by modelling best practice,
deprivatisation, through constant sharing of ideas and of pedagogical documentation which showed evidence of
children's oral language growth across the site.

Governing council report
2021 has been a busy year for the children, educators and families of YCCC, beginning with the new outdoor shed 
(funded by an FRRR grant and Maintenance funding received this year) and new flooring installed throughout the 
centre. The bright interior was complemented by our colourful new entrance mural by Indigenous Artist Cedric 
Varcoe. Cedric spent time yarning and painting with the children, to create something special that each of the 
children will remember for years to come. Easter saw Governing Council’s annual chocolate egg fundraiser boom.

The beginning of term 3 brought a short lockdown, and special deliveries as Louise and Jill road-tripped their way 
across the SYP. We managed to surprise them back, with colourful messages and pictures of thanks in each 
driveway.

The SYP Community Op shop donated funds so that a mud kitchen and deck could be installed at the rear of our 
yard. Governing Council were also successful in receiving a Wellbeing SA grant, to create a welcome garden with 
new signage at the front of the centre. This will be an exciting project for families and children next year.

Aunty Lesley and Cathy from NAPA visited to spend time with the children, and the doors were opened to educators 
from across the state for a Reconciliation Journey and cultural day. YCCC were long-listed for the Narragunnawali 
Awards, recognition for the strong Reconciliation focus and respect for First Nations cultures that our centre holds. 
Peter Combe wrapped up term 3 with a concert at Warooka Primary School, YCCC children front row!

Term 4 has sped past with school transitions and song rehearsals to prepare for the end of year Celebration Night. 
While this year has been different, with drop offs occurring at the front gate and less chances for families to spend 
time inside our centre, it is incredible to reflect on all the activities and achievements throughout this year.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 16 15 13 13

2019 13 13 11 12

2020 9 N/A 8 8

2021 18 17 16 16

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

781 - Minlaton District School 0.0% 0.0% 16.7% 8.3%
9092 - St Columba's Memorial School 75.0% 40.0% 33.3% 66.7%
767 - Yorketown Area School 25.0% 40.0% 33.3% 25.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 95.0% 90.7% 89.2% 84.6%

2019 centre 98.5% 89.2% 94.5% 91.7%

2020 centre 82.2% 87.2% 92.3%

2021 centre 83.3% 81.2% 67.5%  98%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
We commenced the year with 18 preschool children. At the end of term 1  child  relocated to Two Wells leaving us with 
a total number of 17 children. At the end of term 2 one child commenced School at St Columbas Memorial School as 
his siblings had historically done. For the duration of the year we had one preschool child who's attendance was very 
intermittent due to a complex family situation and the ill health of his mother who is a single parent. Attendance 
became more regular due to our engagement with the family regularly offering support and introduction of all possible 
support services that could provide assistance. Educators liased with the child's Grandfather who provided transport 
and emotional support for both the child and his mother which was a positive step. During term 4 one child who 
experiences a very complex home life situation travelled to Western Australia with her family to visit her father and due 
to various reasons and the Covid-19 situation she only attended one session for the term. Educators text / contact 
families daily if children do not attend to discuss reasons.
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Family opinion survey summary
We have absolutely amazing educators that always go above and beyond!
Excellent educators, supportive and encouraging to kids of all backgrounds. They have had a hugely positive effect on 
my
child's independence and confidence.
Our centre excels in teaching our kids respect for the environment and the culture of the traditional owners of the land 
of
Yorke Peninsula, the Nharranga people. The centre feels like a warm and safe family, the teachers are genuinely 
brilliant.
We have absolutely amazing educators that always go above and beyond!
Ways the centre communicates with families: We learn about things through newsletters the centre put out; Facebook 
site
about the centre; Children's communication booklets; The bags delivered to the children through the Covid lockdown 
to the
children was amazing, showing a real sense of belonging to the centre.
Really really happy with our preschool!
We are very fortunate to have a wonderful preschool here in Yorketown. The staff are so caring and supportive and 
ensure
each child has a solid foundation to start their schooling with. The skills they learn here are vital for being lifelong 
learners.
The teachers at the preschool are welcoming and it is obvious that they enjoy being there and helping the children to 
learn
and explore their possibilities.
I commend Louise, Jill and Leanne on their excellent teaching. My child is engaged and loves pre school. The daily 
memo
book and end of term communication book provides wonderful insight into teaching, learning and most importantly 
play.
I especially commend them for undertaking preschool whilst trying to run rural cate in a building not fit for the purpose 
of
both. I implore the department to consider an alternative site or to develop an appropriate centre for both.
I think they are doing a great job. My daughter comes home happy and tells me about her wonderful day of learning 
every
day.
Pleasingly we had 12 of our 15 families complete the parent opinion survey.

All educators have current WWCC and RAN qualifications and this information is regularly checked with al training and 
development requirements adhered to at all times. Documentation of these records are kept in individual educators 
record files on site.

Relevant history screening

Three children have transitioned to our local feeder School - Yorketown Area School and twelve to the local Catholic 
School - St Columbas Memorial School.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $40,000
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $4,500
Other $6,000

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

We purchased new resources to use with both educators and children to support our improvement 
work in both numeracy and literacy. 

Incredible outcomes were achieved for a 
range of children - evidenced in feedback in 
parent opinion survey. Growth was also 
consistently documented in educators ped 
doc.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Our funding of $569 was used to support 1:1 and small group support to several children with specific 
speech and language needs. 

One child's development was so significant 
they were signed off of the speech and 
language program early. Another 
demonstrated incredible skill development 
and confidence.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.




