
Neta Kranz Children's Centre

2021 annual report to the community
Neta Kranz Children's Centre Number: 6644

Partnership: Whyalla

Preschool director: Miss Nicole Adams

Governing council chair: Maureen Henneker

Date of endorsement:  17 March 2022

Signature



Context and highlights
Neta Kranz Children's Centre is in Whyalla, which is located on the Eyre Peninsula of South Australia. Our 
Children's Centre is located near the beach in Whyalla. We are a stand-alone preschool that offers a preschool 
program to children in their eligible year. Our enrolment cap for 2021 has been 44. Neta Kranz Children's Centre is a 
collaborative early childhood educational preschool that values children's learning and believes that children are 
confident and capable in their own learning. We welcome family participation through volunteering and being on our 
Governing Council yearly. We use the Early Years Learning Framework to highlight children's learning, as well as 
the Reflect, Respect and Relate document. We follow our national regulation through National Quality Standards 
Framework and reflect on our Preschool Quality Improvement Plan continuously. We integrate nature play and the 
philosophy of the environment as the third teacher, which allows children to learn through different environments 
and in play. We use a weekly program and planning cycle which is guided by child voice and interests. We 
document children's learning through an inquiry approach which allows educators to observe learning over the year 
with in-depth knowledge gained about both children’s learning and effective pedagogical practices. In 2021, some of 
our focused practices have continued, due to Covid-19 which saw family interviews conducted via phone calls, as 
well as changing our focus on excursions to bringing our community into the preschool via images, objects and 
videos. 
Highlights for 2021:
- An educator led Playgroup has started at Neta Kranz Children’s Centre
- Successful in changing the session times for 2022
- Our installation of our vegetable garden for children to source fruit and vegetables for cooking experiences and to 
embed sustainable practices for our preschool. 
- Exterior painting of the preschool 
- Re-design and professional development for educators on pedagogical documentation representing children’s 
learning, developments and knowledge through an inquiry approach. We have sourced professional development 
for educators surrounding the inquiry approach from the Learning Division within The Department for Education
- Participation in an across Whyalla Preschool focus on a Numeracy Inquiry project with collaborations with Primary 
Maths Association and Lisa-Jane O’Connor
- Continuation of the Whyalla preschool Mapping Tool with the Department of Education Support Services team
- Successful application of the IESP funding grant 
- Fundraising: Tea-Towels and Baker’s Delight
- Graduation ceremonies
- Participation in the Festival of Christmas Tree display 

Governing council report
This year our Governing Council has consisted of an enthusiastic group of parents who came together to share 
ideas, and provide support to the continued upgrade of Neta Kranz. Some of these improvements have included the 
new Welcome to Country plaque that was created especially for Neta Kranz by Whyalla’s local Yarning Group. The 
refreshment of bark chips in the soft fall areas, new paint work to the exterior of the building, the new flag poles 
within the sensory garden, and the decking for the new shade structure which is expected to be installed during the 
school holidays.
 
The Neta Kranz vegetable garden was completed this year with the help of a wonderful group of parent volunteers 
who not only donated their time, but also helped provide some seeds and plants for children to grow. The children 
of Neta Kranz enthusiastically assisted in the planting and watering of the veggie beds, and thanks to their 
wonderful efforts we will soon see the garden filled with colourful fruits, vegetables, and flowers for students to 
explore and investigate. 
 
This year also saw the commencement of the Neta Kranz playgroup on Friday mornings. The program provided an 
engaging environment for the younger members of the Whyalla community to come and explore, learn, and play 
with their families. Unfortunately, due to the developing covid restrictions we were required to put the playgroup on 
hold. We hope that next year Neta Kranz will be able to once again continue offering this wonderful program. 
 
The Governing Council would like to thank the staff for their continued hard work as they support our children’s 
natural wonder and curiosity, and develop and extend their learning. We would also like to thank our Neta Kranz 
families for their cooperation and understanding as we continue to navigate our way through the ever-changing 
restrictions. We look forward to welcoming new Governing Council members next year.

Kind regards,

Maureen Henneker
Governing Council Chair

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community1 |  Neta Kranz Children's Centre



Preschool quality improvement planning
Neta Kranz Children’s Centre’s Preschool Quality Improvement Plan focused on the following goal for 2021:
- For children to extend their numeracy knowledge, skills and understandings and use numeracy processes and 
concepts for authentic purposes.
Our challenge of practice for this goal was:
- If we build our understanding of early numeracy as a community of educators and families, and scaffold children’s 
numeracy development through intentional teaching, children will extend their numeracy knowledge, skills and 
understandings and use numeracy processes and concepts for authentic purposes. 
In order to achieve the goal and challenge of practice, the following actions were targeted:
1. Use formative assessment processes with an inquiry approach for intentional teaching and learning design to 
extend children’s numeracy thinking
2. Provide opportunities for children to connect with numeracy concepts through a book based learning program
3. Source opportunities for educators to engage in Professional Development focusing on numeracy concepts 
through Professional Learning Communities and Pupil Free Days
4. Provide opportunities for children to share children’s thinking with families through our numeracy scrapbook 
document
Due to the Covid-19 situation in 2021, community engagement actions were impacted. This also impacted on 
engagement with families due to restrictions on site access at times. However, educators reflected and offered 
opportunities for family and community engagement. The noticed outcomes are as follows:
In 2021, we applied for a membership with Primary Maths Association to help support and guide professional 
learning for educators with the focus on numeracy thinking, strategies and language within the preschool. In 
connection with this membership, we joined the wider preschool community in Whyalla in Professional Learning 
Community workshops delivered by Lisa Jane O’Connor. This offered educators professional development with a 
targeted lens on the four areas; measurement, data, shape/ space and number. Neta Kranz Children’s Centre then 
narrowed their focus on data based on the interest of the children which included data sets, infographics and graphs 
based on children’s prior knowledge and wonderings. We set up targeted numeracy provocations weekly 
highlighting a key focus area. At the end of term 3, we presented our numeracy inquiry to local preschools in 
Whyalla. We engaged with families via our Facebook group with numeracy experiences that could be done at 
home. From our critical reflections, children demonstrated progress in their knowledge, skills and understandings of 
measurement and data concepts. 
We worked with our preschool community in collaboration with our Governing Council to start a Playgroup. This saw 
an educator led playgroup offered to our community once a week. We consistently had families accessing this 
service with positive feedback received. We completed our vegetable and fruit garden for children’s sensory and 
cooking experiences. At preschool, we discussed the life cycle of a plant and the benefits of a vegetable garden and 
children chose the plants they would like. Families helped their child to add a plant in the garden. Within Governing 
Council meetings, all policies and procedures were reviewed. 
We connected with Support Services throughout the year for supporting children’s needs and development. We 
engaged in a grant review for support for children through the Inclusive Education Support Program. Based on 
children’s interests, we invited Bugs and Slugs to our preschool for an incursion to learn about Minibeasts. Children 
represented their ideas through art, story telling and research. This year, we continued our Kimochi program to 
support children’s emotional and social wellbeing.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 43 45 40 39

2019 49 52 51 54

2020 48 51 49 48

2021 33 33 36 35

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

938 - Hincks Avenue Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.2%
479 - Memorial Oval Primary School 35.0% 38.3% 27.9% 41.7%
677 - Nicolson Avenue Primary School 7.0% 6.4% 7.0% 4.2%
8048 - Samaritan College 0.0% 12.8% 4.7% 4.2%
9086 - Samaritan College - St Teresa's Cps 7.0% 14.9% 20.9% 12.5%
8017 - Sunrise Christian School Whyalla 0.0% 4.3% 4.7% 4.2%
478 - Whyalla Town Primary School 42.0% 23.4% 34.9% 29.2%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 86.7% 86.4% 84.0% 91.3%

2019 centre 91.7% 91.7% 91.8% 89.8%

2020 centre 94.0% 91.7% 92.1% 80.8%

2021 centre 93.4% 81.8% 87.8%  85.9%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our cap was increased from 44 for 2021. Enrolments have decreased throughout the year: Term 1-44, Term 2 and 3- 
36 and in Term 4-35. We offer early entry in term 4 if required. Numbers for 2022 are strong and we will begin Term 1 
with our cap once again increased to 44. 

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community3 |  Neta Kranz Children's Centre



2021 Annual Report to the 
Community4 |  Neta Kranz Children's Centre



Family opinion survey summary
Our survey results were from 22 /36. The survey was split into 4 sections, which are:
1. Leadership and Decision Making
2. Quality of Teaching and Learning
3. Relationships and Communication
4. Support for Learning
The participants highlighted strongly agree to the preschool offering a quality educational program for children, 
providing support for children and families, the learning environment is excellent and the teachers know what each 
child can do and what he/she needs to learn. An area of focus for 2022 is continuing to develop in our communication 
processes of families regarding their child’s learning at preschool.  An increased use of differing forms of 
communication which has been successful was implemented with a continued focus in 2022. Due to Covid-19, general 
communication processes were impacted as families were not able to see the preschool environment  regularly. 
Facebook, text messages and phone calls were used as communication tools. Participants highlighted strongly agree 
for children accessing support for their learning during their time at preschool though providing a safe and secure 
environment, supporting children's needs individually and that their child is happy at preschool. Participants felt 
comfortable to approach educators about children’s learning and concerns. Participants highlighted a welcoming and 
friendly environment with encouraging and supportive educators, a high level of quality practice and learning 
experiences with integrated child voice in the practice. Comments from participants mentioned that they liked the play 
based approach and that children are happy and are relaying information of the day’s events to their families. 
Participants valued phone interviews and felt that their child was well prepared for school. Online/ at home learning via 
Facebook and text message was received well during the Covid-19 lockdown. Areas for improvement are increased 
notice for catch-up sessions based on eligible hours required and communication  of children's learning being 
discussed more often, regarding children’s daily experiences. 

All educators have a current Relevant History Screening check or a Working with Children Check.

Relevant history screening

The main feeder schools for Neta Kranz Children's Centre in 2021, are Memorial Oval Primary School, Whyalla Town 
Primary School and Samaritan College (St. Teresa's Primary School). From 2018, Memorial Oval Primary School has 
noticed a high percentage of enrolments from Neta Kranz Children’s Centre. 

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $440,818
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $9,353
Other $2,507

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Throughout 2021, we have participated on professional development with Primary Maths Association to 
support children numeracy knowledge and skills. We have purchased resources to support numeracy 
concepts and have integrated a book based learning program focusing on numeracy and literacy 
highlighting concepts and vocabulary.  

Development in vocabulary use and 
numeracy concept knowledge and language. 
Symbolic representation was observed in 
pictures and art work highlighting children’s 
wonderings. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Ongoing support from the Department for Education Support Services team was received for children. 
The services accessed were from a Special Educator, Speech Pathologist, Psychologists and Behaviour 
Coach. The preschool applied for an additional IESP grant to support children’s needs and were 
successful. Teachers and ECW’s supported children based on the recommendations from the Support 
Services Team. Regular discussions occurred between the Support Services team and the children’s 
families throughout each term. 

Children were supported by educators and 
support services through collaboration with 
families which saw improved outcomes for 
children’s individual needs. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Greek language is integrated in our daily routine along with identified languages being used in the 
environment relating to children’s ethnicity. Families have provide a list of words familiar to the child 
that can be used in connection to the preschool daily routine e.g. fruit time and lunch. Bilingual support 
has been offered with an ECW supporting children with ESL needs. The Greek language is embedded in 
our programming.

Children accessing Bilingual Support have 
increased in their English language 
awareness and have engaged in reciprocal 
conversations with peers. 

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


