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Context and highlights
Hawker Childhood Services is located at Hawker, South Australia. I t is 400km northeast of Adelaide and is colocated on the same site as Hawker Area School. Hawker is a small rural community with families involved pastoral,
farming, tourism and service industries. Hawker CSC is a very viable preschool. The Centre is staffed with a
Director and an Early Childhood Worker also sometimes needing an extra support worker. Apart from a successful
child centered learning program, Centres such as Hawker also host other rural care and support programs for
young children and their families, including hosting visiting Education Support Services team members and others
who provide intervention or support for young children with speech or language delayed and other significant
disability such as Autism.
Enrolment are sustained and the Centre and its Director have the confidence of the Hawker and surrounding
communities.
There were 7 boys and 4 girls enrolled, therefore 10 in total including 1 Aboriginal 3-year-old child and 4 associated
program children who have been involved in the preschool learning environment.
Centre managed to secure $30,000 grants for facility improvements- new cubby house, mud kitchen and wooden
toy box for the sandpit.
Families and parents were willing to support the Centre in any events and extra curricular learning experiences with
the mindful of the right protocol against Covid-19 pandemic. We had our well-known Kindy stall last year which we
called 'cash for cakes'. It was very successful.
The Hawker Childhood Services Centre is part of the Far North Partnership. Professional Development for leaders
and staff has been delivered in two ways, in a virtual platform and in face to face with the focus on literacy and
numeracy achievement and improvement.
Highlights this year have included:
Getting to know and working with a new group of children.
'Sea Star Rock Show' a musical performance by Lucy Rasheed which led us into learning about sea creatures that
live in the ocean and really captivated the interest and extended the learning of the children in the third term.
Working with the children to develop the learning dispositions and watching them grow and be challenged.

Governing council report
Hawker Childhood Services Centre
2021 Governing Council Chairpersons Report
After the Covid chaos of 2020, 2021 was a relatively smooth sailing and enjoyable year, with just 1 short lockdown
period and no power outages or extreme weather: quite the unusual year!
We were so lucky to have the Associated Program return for pre-entry kindy students to get 3hrs a week until
transition, and my family have certainly benefited hugely from this. This is continuing in 2022 and I will certainly be
advocating for it and spreading the word to our local families to make use of this valuable additional service and
support for our 3year old’s.
Our only fundraiser this year was our fruitful cake stall on Good Friday which was incredibly well supported in baked
goods and the sale of those. Thanks again to everyone who helped make this such a success. With these extra
funds we were able to arrange a performance from Lucy Rasheed of Sea Star Rock which involved singing,
dancing, environmental issues, and much merriment. The junior primary class also joined us and it was a real
highlight for many of the kids and a privilege to have such a performance right in their kindy.
Grant funding was also secured this year to the tune of $30K and we are all excited to see the new cubby that will
be coming in 2022, the images look fabulous, and it will really update the kindy playground.
As we say goodbye to Amy and Letisha from our GC we look forward to welcoming new parents into the fold. We
have also seen a teaching transition and congratulate Taleeya on her newborn baby girl Peta’Lyn, keeping Taleeya
a pre-schooler mum for another 5 years just as Karl starts school. Mr. T has taken on the ECW challenge for 2022
and we welcome and wish him all the best here.
With Covid continuing to bring much uncertainty to our lives in 2022 I am grateful for our small country community
childcare service and its resilience despite unsettling times.
Katherine Bevan

1

| Hawker Childhood Services Centre

2021 Annual Report to the
Community

Preschool quality improvement planning
For Literacy: Improve children’s oral language skills
Educator providing wide range of approaches including shared reading, storytelling.
Educators are giving each child enough time to think and respond-pausing with expectation
Educators allowing the children to use “wonder why” statements, open-ended questioning and pausing a problem
through play- Inviting children to share ideas. Educators affirming and following children’s ideas.
Educators intentional learning experiences are planned including indoor and outdoor experiences that will provoke
and stretch children’s personal opinions and ideas. Then:
Children became open in expressing their feelings and ideas in their interactions with others.
Children learn how to use a wide range of approaches particularly story telling.
Children and educators contributing back and forth conversation creating sustainable conversations between
children to children and educators to children.
For Numeracy: Building children's ability to notice and compare
Educators are responding to children’s ideas and extended play indoor and outdoor focusing on noticing and
comparing.
Educators providing provocation for the children to be engaged on learning experiences that stimulate thinking and
problem solving.
Educators used modelling and demonstrating, engaging, shared thinking and problem solving in extending children’s
thinking and learning.
Educators providing learning that is intentionally designed to support children to engage in mathematical thinking
while exploring mathematical concept.
Then:
Children appear confident in sharing their ideas to educators on what they are noticing indoor and outdoor
experiences.
Children make connections between experiences, concepts and processes.
There is increased interactions between educators and children and children to children. Children appear more
confident to use their mathematical language skills.
Children are incorporating new mathematical vocabulary into their conversations with others.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

3

4

4

4

2019

5

6

8

8

2020

6

N/A

8

8

2021

5

6

6

11

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

83.3%

96.0%

100.0%

100.0%

2019 centre

100.0%

81.9%

86.8%

84.4%

2020 centre

100.0%

81.3%

87.5%

2021 centre

80.0%

83.3%

87.5%

66%

2018 state

90.8%

88.4%

88.0%

88.2%

2019 state

90.8%

88.2%

86.9%

87.6%

2020 state

89.8%

73.0%

86.3%

87.0%

2021 state

88.6%

86.5%

88.4%

85.0%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Staff have been advocating 100% attendance, contacting parents when children are absent (or late) by phone calls,
text massaging or through messenger.
Families have also been encouraging new enrolments from within the community, contacting families with eligible
preschool aged children to to enrol their children at our Centre.
Also, families are given information regarding the new Centre program known as 'Associated Program' to further the
development, education, care and welfare of young children in the community which is run under the preschool
pedagogy and learning program.
For some parents health also seemed to be contributing factor because of the pandemic we are dealing with, however,
our Centre has protocol that is already in place and observed by all including staff.

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)
175 - Hawker Area School

2018

2019

2020

2021

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.
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Destination schools comment
Families want the continuity of their children's learning from Hawker preschool to Hawker Area School which is the
only school in the community of Hawker.

Family opinion survey summary
Parents comments:
We were happy as having the associated program in preschool.
It is good that school is supporting preschool when it comes to staffing issue.
The Director is good in encouraging workers from the locals.

Relevant history screening
All up to date

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
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Amount
$208,419
$0

Parent Contributions

$1,220

Other

$1,415
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Inclusive Education Support Program

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Attended trainings for leading a team for Early Years in connection with numeracy and literacy. Also
numeracy and literacy has always been included in our partnership meetings regarding robust practices
and pedagogy.
Used resources such as numeracy and literacy indicators and guide books for numeracy and literacy as
well as the Talk, Play, Read.

Made the learning goals and intentions very
visible.
Became more reflective and focus on more
deepened learning.
Evidence of quality teaching by scaffolding
learning tools.

Funding was used in hiring one on one support (3 days a week) for a child that has severe and with
significant disability e.g. Autism and or speech or language delay.
Different health services were also involved in helping and supporting a child with significant disability.
Resources like sensory objects, materials and books were also purchased in accordance to the child with
significant disability development and needs.

The child with severe disability's behaviour
development is really impressive. From a very
unsettled child every morning to a very calm
and settled one. Happiness in his face.

Inviting elders and local traditional owners to support with the language
Purchasing dreaming story books and language books

Children managed to translate their language
to standard English
Children becoming more confident in using
both languages (Adnyamathanha and
Standard English)

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

