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Context and highlights
Tailem Bend Kindergarten and Rural Care is a Department for Education stand-alone centre. It is situated 100kms of 
the GPO on the Coorong. Tailem Bend is a small rural community with a population of approximately 1,400 people 
and consists of mainly European cultures with a small number of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people.
 
There is a strong community participation level which involves parents, local schools from Tailem Bend and Jervois, 
local businesses, Coorong District Council, Tailem Bend Community Centre and service groups.
 
The kindergarten mainly feeds the two local primary schools, Tailem Bend and Jervois, as well as other feeder 
schools further from the centre. Children eligible for kindergarten attend full day sessions Tuesday and Thursday 
(odd weeks of the term) and Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (even weeks of the term). Pre-entry sessions are 
offered in term 4 in the year prior to commencing kindergarten. 

Our centre offers a rural care program for children aged from birth and operates Monday-Friday from 8am-6pm for 
50 weeks, only closing for two weeks over Christmas and New Year. The centre offers an inclusive play-based 
program to support the individual needs and values of the children, working in partnership with their family and the 
community.

The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and the Preschool Literacy and Numeracy Indicators are the basis of 
our programming, formative assessment and reporting. There is a primary focus on emergent literacy – emergent 
writing, oral language, phonological awareness and print concepts, numeracy and social and emotional wellbeing. 

In 2021: 
Kindergarten staffing consisted of Jackie Venus; Director, Lee Follett; Teacher, Kerry Lienert and Emma Taylor; 
Preschool Support.
Rural Care staffing consisted of Katrina Touzeau, Lisa Smith, Racheael Murray, Jessie Tytler, Pam Clark, and 
Sophie Smith. 

Improvements were made to the indoor and outdoor learning environments in 2021. The old pavers under the 
veranda and in the children’s bag area were removed and new ones were laid. The interior and exterior of the Kindy 
building , the wooden shade in the Kindy yard, and children’s bag area were repainted at the end of 2021.

Governing council report
The centre was well supported by the Governing Council which consisted of six parents, one community 
representative, and two staff members. 

The Governing Council organized and helped to run various fundraisers during the year - Pie Drive, Mother’s Day 
Raffle, Cancer Council “Biggest Morning Tea”, PJ Day and Teddy Bear’s Picnic (gold coin donation). Governing 
Council were keen to do more and offered suggestions but unfortunately due to COVID-19 it restricted our 
fundraising efforts. 

Chairperson’s Report:
To whom it may concern.

To be a member of the kindergarten committee is an important role, it helps to shape the children of our future by 
improving, discussing, debating, and approving all areas of their early years learning. By being a member, you can 
have your say on an integral part of your child’s early learning. This year I personally took on two roles – 
Chairperson and Secretary which meant I was committed to attending each meeting as I needed to write up 
minutes. Although I did not have any children attending the centre this year, I thought it important to stay on the 
committee to give my say for the following year’s children and give advice to those just starting their education 
journey. Meetings do not take much time approximately one hour of your time maybe seven or eight times a year 
(less than one meeting per month). If you choose to become a committee member, reports are written for you to 
read so the job is already done for you and the main aim is to attend and discuss plans for the future. As you would 
be well aware, the staff at the centre are very friendly, helpful and knowledgeable, they make the role on the 
committee really easy.
I would highly recommend taking on a role within the committee at Tailem Bend Kindergarten, you will be giving 
back to your community and helping shape the future needs for our children’s education.

Kind Regards
Amanda Stroh
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Preschool quality improvement planning
National Quality Area 1 Educational Program and Practice; National Quality Area 5 Relationships with Children; 
National Quality 6 Collaborative Partnerships with Families and Community; National Quality Area 7 Governance 
and Leadership.

Based on the data we collected in 2020, our focus for 2021 was to improve children’s oral language with a focus on 
strengthening children’s use of more complex vocabulary and phonological awareness skills. Aboriginal literacy was 
a prominent focus in 2021, and through our formative assessment for teaching and learning we targeted individual 
and small group child/adult interactions to improve their phonological awareness skills and their use of more 
complex vocabulary in play.

We collected data for all children in two areas of literacy which link to EYLF, Preschool Literacy Indicators and 
Literacy Guidebook.
1. Phonological awareness – syllables, rhyme, initial sounds
2. Oral language – vocabulary and concepts, uses sentences and oral narrative

Each term we collated the data for each child to track and monitor the growth they made during the year. We 
collected work samples, anecdotal notes, observations and photo’s to gather evidence throughout the year. 

Educators created an environment that was rich in oral language and used intentional teaching strategies that were 
high impact and evidence based. For example inviting back and forth conversations, using open ended materials 
and open ended questions, “I wonder” statements, modelling more complex words, playing aloud with sounds and 
words, and talking explicitly about the meaning of words and concepts. Through ongoing formative assessment 
educators noticed an improvement in children’s oral narrative, vocabulary and concepts, rhyme and syllables.  
Children contributed to the program through spontaneous learning experiences and were added to the daily 
program as they arose. Children’s voice was evident in documentation, for example in learning stories, the daily 
planning/reflection book and child surveys.

National Quality Area 2 Children’s Health and Safety; National Quality Area 3 Physical Environment

Improvements were made to the indoor and outdoor learning environments in 2021. The old pavers under the 
veranda and in the children’s bag area were removed and new ones were laid. The interior and exterior of the Kindy 
building, the wooden shade in the Kindy yard, and children’s bag area were repainted at the end of 2021.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 22 24 21 28

2019 23 21 21 22

2020 15 N/A 16 16

2021 18 18 20 21

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

194 - Jervois Primary School 5.0% 11.8% 13.3% 12.5%
9049 - St Joseph's School - Murray Bridge 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.3%
424 - Tailem Bend Primary School 95.0% 82.4% 86.7% 81.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 82.7% 84.6% 65.7% 79.9%

2019 centre 96.4% 67.2% 78.6% 63.6%

2020 centre 91.9% 84.0% 64.9%

2021 centre 85.2% 59.8% 85.7%  75%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance data fluctuated during the year. Most of the non-attendance was due to illness or family holidays. There 
were regular non-attenders due to family reasons and were followed up with a phone call from the Director.
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Family opinion survey summary
The results show that parents/caregivers are happy with the quality of teaching and learning for their children. There 
were 6 responses to the Parent Opinion Survey, with the majority of responses “agree”.

Comments from parent/caregivers:

“I am happy with everything my children are learning and look forward to them continuing to learn and grow”
“My son loves this school and the people who look after him”.
"Always lots of different activities, my son comes home singing new songs and always talking about what he does at 
Kindy"
"My child loves coming to Kindy and has learned/gained a lot from being there"

All staff and volunteers met the relevant screening requirements for 2021.

Relevant history screening

Tailem Bend Primary School continued to be the main feeder school for the Kindergarten children. We have a close 
association with the school and have reciprocal visits throughout the year. We work collaboratively with them around 
transition to school and special events held at the school e.g. book week and sports day.

There were 4 destination schools in 2021, Tailem Bend Primary School had the highest percentage followed by 
Jervois Primary School, St Joseph’s School and Unity College, Murray Bridge.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $444,774
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $5,430
Other $960

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Formative Assessment – Educators attended site based PD and Student Free Day
Aboriginal Literacy  - ECW was employed to support teachers to improve literacy outcomes for 
Aboriginal learners

Formative assessment for teaching and 
learning allowed educators to track and 
monitor every child’s progress in oral 
language and phonological awareness.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Employed an ECW for 1:1 support for a child with Autism and another ECW to support children who 
have speech and language or behavior needs and worked alongside DfE Support Services. 

Speech and language program implemented 
at the site with support from Department for 
Education Speech Pathologist and Behaviour 
Support Coach

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


