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Context and highlights
Na marni meyunna- welcome everyone. We would like to acknowledge the land on which this centre, a place of
learning and belonging together, is built on the traditional lands of the Kaurna people and we respect their spiritual
relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the Adelaide region
and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living Kaurna people today.
Taikurrendi [pron Tie-ka-rendi] comes from the Kaurna language meaning, ‘to be mixed, together.’
Taikurrendi has a strong focus on supporting Aboriginal families with young children and reflects a philosophy of
acknowledgement, engagement and inclusion of Aboriginal history, culture and community. Our range of services
include preschool, occasional care, playgroups and a range of parenting and health programs.
Our Vision-Taikurrendi Children and Family Centre is a safe place for every child and family, where culture will
develop and thrive. Partnerships and ongoing relationships are fostered to support opportunities for children, family
and the community engaging and learning through education. We will always aspire to reflect a socially just
environment that champions the rights of all children and values the identity of our community.
We have enjoyed a range of experiences that have supported learning for all children throughout the year. Some
highlights include: Reconciliation and NAIDOC Week experiences in community and on site at Taikurrendi. We
have connected on Peramangk land for ‘Kindy on Country’ at Kuitpo Forest and Colbrook Reserve, Blackwood
honouring the Stolen Generation. At Taikurrendi we recognise the importance of language being central to culture
and make a commitment to respectfully use Kaurna language in our site. Each child has actively participated in
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) cultural learning embedded in our program that fosters greater
understanding and knowledge of ATSI cultures through language, songs and dance.
Our staff have actively participated professional learning, lead learning with DFE and NGO colleagues and share
learning with our peers across our whole site team. We continue to work purposefully with our Family Support team
from DHS and Allied health creating an interdisciplinary team that can support whole families and community.
The site has continued to supporting the aspirations of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community and
actively actions the recommendations of the DFE Aboriginal Education Strategy 2020 that that links education to life
outcomes.

Governing council report
Reflection from 2021- Governing council parent rep- Tiffany Rawson
2021 at Taikurrendi has been another busy and successful year. With the world still coming to terms with the
challenges of COVID we found Taikurrendi to be a place of connection and calm for our children and families. As a
parent/family community we were able to meet regularly and provide support to Catherine and the team. On the
ground and to maximise safety Taikurrendi continued to be funded to maintain additional cleaning and the Dept
provided extra hygiene supplies. This seems small but it all added to families feeling safe and comfortable sending
their children to kindy. We were also able to share decision s regarding special grant money to upgrade our outside
play space to keep it in line with WHS and Playground regulations, rectify flooring hazards, purchase appropriate
safe chairs for the community room (for our Elders) and other building maintenance works which continue to ensure
our buildings and facilities are safe but also maintain the ‘specialness’ of Taikurrendi. Those that have been and
experienced it know what I mean. Over the course of the year the kindy program provided opportunities for all
children to extend their learning outside of Taikurrendi including Kindy on Country at Kuipto Forest and Beach kindy
as well as supporting local significant events for eg. Reconciliation week alongside our Southern Community. The
children participated with pride in the NAIDOC March and as a parent I appreciate the opportunity for my child to
connect with community. Our Parent group were also able to hear about the work that the Taikurrendi Family
Support team were undertaking and had the opportunity to share our understandings and offer feedback and
suggestions about community engagement. It has been a pleasure to be part of the parent group that have felt their
voices heard, to have has meaningful discussions with the Taikurrendi team, to see words and learning in action
and also share time to delight and reflect about our children.
Thankyou to all the parents, families, carers that volunteered their time and energy to support our Parent advisory
group. To the teachers and the whole Taikurrendi team a huge thankyou from us all. I look forward to2022. Yours
sincerely, Tiffany Rawson (Taikurrendi parent rep)
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Taikurrendi CFC Key Improvement focus in 2021
National Quality Standards (NQS) and QIP
Goal 1: Improve children's ability to engage in sustained shared thinking and problem solving through reading and
communicate understandings in a variety of ways.
If we incorporate strategies for sustained shared thinking and problem solving in reading we will extend children's
vocabulary, understanding of text and critical thinking. In addition we want to extend opportunities for children to
demonstrate their understanding in a range of ways to consolidate their learning.
ACTION: Whole site engaging in oral language and communication PD- embedding literacy in learning across the
preschool and occasional care program.
Small literacy group- focus teacher and text focus learning.
Whole site PD engagement
Goal 2: Support children's capacity to engage with learning experiences that improve their number sense and
quantifying their world.
If we embed consistent opportunities for shared sustained thinking and problem solving in number sense then we
will improve children's ability to demonstrate understandings about quantifying their word. Intentional and
spontaneous learning experiences embedded throughout the space -inside and outside learning.
ACTION: Continue to amplify numeracy language in learning and fostering shared understandings with families.
Lead educator focus to connect Numeracy learning from home to kindy.
Numeracy learning outside- focus on games and game play (turn taking, children leading games, child choice)
Goal 3: To support all children's wellbeing and engagement in learning through embedded approaches across the
site.
If we improve children's understanding of the brain and regulation through trauma informed practices we will
support opportunities for children to 'be ready to learn'.
ACTION: Whole site engagement together with Christies Beach PS- Berry Street Education Model (BSEM)
embedding trauma informed practice. Providing opportunities and developing strategies with children 'to be ready to
learn'. Communicate understandings with families. Extend information sharing with education colleagues across
Partnership. Engagement in Marte Meo with onsite Allied Health team professionals.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

50

57

55

56

2019

52

53

50

52

2020

46

N/A

53

49

2021

46

53

54

55

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

88.5%

82.8%

80.8%

82.6%

2019 centre

88.7%

87.6%

82.4%

85.9%

2020 centre

87.2%

N/A

81.8%

87.5%

2021 centre

82.1%

37.6%

41.7%

43.6%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.1%

87.3%

2019 state

90.4%

87.6%

86.0%

86.6%

2020 state

89.3%

81.9%

84.9%

86.0%

2021 state

87.9%

85.4%

86.9%

82.6%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
In 2021 again we experienced an increased number of enrolments prior to preschool year starting, this included
additional eligible Early Entry enrolments (ie ATSI and Children in Care) increasing our capped numbers from 50-60
kindy places. .
Despite the challenges of COVID we maintained consistently positive attendance over the year. This year particularly
we had many families who access both kindy and childcare- to ensure that children and families experienced continuity
our site ensured that communication between sites was regular and collaborative.
We prioritise actively engaging families within our centre programs to maximise attendance, this includes providing
opportunities for families to be involved in decision making, excursions and community events when able to do so. At
Taikurrendi in 20211 we had a significant number of children accessing Early Entry (three year old Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children, children in out of home care and children with speech and language needs) and are
eligible to attend two full days -this is supported by an additional teacher resource to ensure that their learning and
development needs are supported.

Destination schools
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Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2018

2019

2020

2021

9756 - All Saints Catholic Primary School

2.2%

2.4%

0.0%

5.3%

921 - Christies Beach Primary School

60.9%

61.9%

63.0%

57.9%

1066 - Hackham East Primary School

2.2%

0.0%

3.7%

5.3%

313 - Old Noarlunga Primary School

0.0%

2.4%

3.7%

5.3%

362 - Port Noarlunga Primary School

4.4%

11.9%

11.1%

15.8%

8390 - Prescott College Southern

0.0%

4.8%

3.7%

5.3%

8456 - St Martin de Porres School

2.2%

2.4%

0.0%

5.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term3 2021 collection.

Destination schools comment
The children and families in the 2021 preschool program came from a larger number of local suburbs that saw the
spread of feeder schools to 17 sites. Of the 52 enrolled children, 10 children will be completing their eligible 4yr old
year in 2022. Taikurrendi continues to have Christies Beach PS as our main feeder school with Pt Noarlunga PS being
the second highest feeder school and noting the increase in children going to non-government schools in the area.
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Family opinion survey summary
DFE online survey 2021
Quality of teaching and learning: Respondents mostly agreed and strongly agrees that the teaching and learning at the
preschool was of high quality in an excellent learning environment. ‘The educators are exceptional at Taikurrendi kindy.
They go above and beyond with their communication and support for our child and our family.’
Support of learning: Most respondents agreed and strongly agreed that children were motivated to learn and teachers
provided help and support when needed in a safe, secure socially just environment. ‘Educators at Taikurrendi has done
an amazing job creating an interesting and encouraging learning environment. Especially intergrading Indigenous
cultures and others to be taught so the child understands the diversity in countries. My child has built confidence and
social skills through this early learning environment and no doubt this step will help my child move forward into the
preschool.’
Relationships and Communication: Most respondents agreed and strongly agreed that families feel welcome, they are
comfortable speaking to educators about their child and that information about child learning and centre activities are
always available. ‘They are super kind and understanding of different situations the family is going through. They offer
to help to meet the children’s needs and make sure the family is looked after. It’s great to have this support and
understanding as being a parent is hard no matter how many children you have.’
Leadership and decision making: Respondents agreed and strongly agreed that they have confidence in how the
centre is managed, satisfied with the preschools planning and that opportunities to be involved in decision making is
available. ‘Support and communication is beyond my expectations Highly satisfied, thankyou.’
A reflection from Noah (4.8 yrs), who had lot’s to say… ‘I liked puzzles and grouptime, making friends and going on the
bus to bush kindy. When I grow up I want to go to school. My dream is to be an excavator, digging up dirt!’

Relevant history screening
All DfE processes were implemented to ensure that all staff, community user group facilitators and volunteers adhered
to the requirements to work, facilitate and be on site with children. We processed and funded one volunteer to obtain
their DCSI relevant history screening, supporting capacity building and opening up access and engagement in the
work force.
We have embedded processes in place for the collection of documentation to ensure that child safety is a priority for
our site.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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$0
$5,975
$0
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Aboriginal Family Literacy Strategy (AFLS) Taikurrendi have a resource allocation for an Early Years
teacher (0.8FTE) to work with ATSI 3 yrs old children and their families enrolled in the preschool program
with a focus on increasing literacy outcomes, strengthening identity and supporting families’
engagement in education.

Increased family and child engagement in the
centre. Strong attendance and regular
communication including OnePlan
development and family conversations.
Learning and development goals

Inclusive Education Support Program

Taikurrendi prioritize targeted referrals for children identified needing additional support. We have a
lead support teacher that coordinates support programs. works collaboratively with DFE Support
Services team and leads staff development in areas of support focus. We have established a cycle of
reporting and documentation that accounts for support hours allocated to children and monitoring
outcomes in specific SMARTAR goals. Families voice and participation is included and collaboration with
other providers integral to the support provided at Taikurrendi.
n/a

n/a

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

