
Aldinga Beach Children's Centre

2021 annual report to the community
Aldinga Beach Children's Centre Number: 5982
Partnership: Sea & Vines

Children's centre director: Jane Moore

Governing council chair: Natasha Little

Date of endorsement:  20 March 2022

Signature



Context and highlights
Our centre has been operating for 8 years. Aldinga is located between the coast and wine region of the Southern 
Vales and has a population of approximately 10,500 which is set to grow, especially due to new housing 
developments and the addition of a new b-12 School Aldinga Payinthi College. The median age of Aldinga residents 
is 35 and 17% are aged 9 years or younger. 

Along with our two main programs of Kindy and Occasional Care, we have continued to focus additional programs 
and services to support families with children in the 0-3 range. Through continuing our universal play groups for 
children under 12 months and another for children 0-4 we have intentionally focussed on programs to provide 
support and early intervention especially for vulnerable families. We also started a  new playgroup for First Nations 
families facilitated through a collaboration with our school. 

Our centre is deeply invested in our wider community. We linked with 24 partner organisations to provide parenting 
programs, food relief, legal and financial support, mental health, homelessness and domestic violence support. The 
Women's Information Service Volunteers being on site continues to provide vital support to our community. We are 
proud to support families and our community through a responsive strength based approach. Along with our school, 
we were saddened by the unexpected death of our Principal, Mel Justice in term one. It was a tragedy for our whole 
community.  

Our highlights;
*Our Exhibition of Thinking showcasing the children's learning inquiries to our families and community
*Beginning our Reconciliation Plan with staff and community
*Professional learning about pedagogical documentation with Dr Alma Fleet 
*Professional learning about the principles of Reggio Emilia and inquiry in collaboration with the reception team 
from Aldinga Beach B-7 
*Improved outcomes in literacy developed and monitored through our involvement in the Sea and Vines Oral 
Language Project
*Our involved and supportive Parent Committee - including excellent fundraising efforts 
*Upgrades to facilities - new windows, blinds, play safe surfaces, platform, trees 
*Director was a finalist in the Public Education Award - early years leader category 

Governing council report
Our Parent Committee has had a busy but successful year amid the changing conditions caused by the Covid-19 
Pandemic. We had to be responsive and prepared with ideas on how the Centre would best manage the rapidly 
changing conditions. I would like to thank the amazing Parent Committee for their dedicated work throughout the 
year.
A highlight this year was the ‘Thinking Exhibition’ where the children’s learning journey was displayed and shared 
with families, focusing on the inquiry project chosen by each group. The Parent Committee agree this was a 
beautiful experience to share with their children and see their development through their work.
Another highpoint has been the excursions to the Sheoak forest. The children enjoyed exploring the beach and the 
forest in Term 2 and revisiting them in Term 3. The children enjoyed planting trees and decorating the plant guards 
with Matt Adams from the Onkaparinga Council during this time.
The lockdown in July proved how versatile and resilient the children are. The positive feedback from families and 
the Committee regarding the video’s the staff posted to remain connected to families was overwhelming. The 
Committee agreed to trail ‘kiss and drop’ at the gate; where a staff member would meet the children and walk them 
into the Centre to reduce foot traffic and best protect the staff and children. The children were very brave and 
responded well to the changes.
This year we attempted many new fundraising ideas and raised a total of $4079.55, with the plant stall and cookie 
dough being the two most popular and successful contributors. This has been one of our most successful 
fundraising totals in many years. We would like to thank all families for their support and donations for the plant 
stall, and Bunnings Seaford for their donations to aid in our fundraising. The funds have gone towards the new 
stage area, which the children have loved using for shops and imaginary play, and also aided towards the 
redevelopment of the boat area to make the zone more accessible, inviting and fun for all who utilise the space. 
On behalf of the Parent Committee, I would like to say a huge thank-you to all the families who supported us during 
the year, to all the staff and volunteers at the Aldinga Beach Children Centre who always go above and beyond, to 
support every single person who walks into the Centre both children and adults, creating an inclusive, supportive 
and nurturing environment. Finally, we would like to congratulate Jane Moore who was nominated for the Public 
Education Award for Director of the year and we (the committee) are all very proud of her achievement and work 
within the Centre. 
Natasha Little
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal was to enhance children's capacities as thinkers. Our challenge of practice was for educator's to support 
children to revisit their learning and show their thinking in various ways. 

We have strong evidence from our documentation of children's thinking and from observation notes taken during 
site visits by our Education Director and Early Childhood Consultant that children's capacities as thinkers has been 
enhanced. During our Exhibition of Thinking the use of inquiry pedagogy and the strategy of revisiting was evident 
across all 6 groups of children. Growth was evident in educator practice along with clear demonstration of children's 
thinking.  

Feedback from families, other visiting educators and our Local Education Team reflected that they could see the 
children's capacities as thinkers and their growth throughout the year. Our documentation of learning showed that 
children used more words to show and explain their thinking and that they had a more varied range of opinions and 
ideas.

Our reflective practice as a group and professional learning as a team enhanced this improvement in our pedagogy 
and practice. Professional learning with Professor Alma Fleet was particularly beneficial, as was our participation in 
the Sea and Vines Oral Language Project. This Project provided educators with specific strategies to use with 
children including such things as wait time and modelling thinking. 

We were pleased to win a grant to start a Community Library of children's books.

Our team was involved in professional learning with the School about our First Nation's history and contemporary 
perspectives. This development of our cultural competence was significant and lead to us feeling more confident to 
begin our Reconciliation Action Plan. We will continue this important work in 2022. 

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community2 |  Aldinga Beach Children's Centre



Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 104 105 107 109

2019 97 100 101 99

2020 103 N/A 100 100

2021 87 94 100 !NO DATA!

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 93.8% 86.9% 88.4% 89.2%

2019 centre 93.3% 89.5% 87.6% 91.6%

2020 centre 89.0% 87.9% 89.9%

2021 centre 86.6% 86.6% 88.1%  91.7%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Despite the disruptions due to Covid we have been very pleased with how regularly our children attend the kindy 
program. It has remained high, following the trend from previous years.  

We believe that offering full days of kindy supports most families better than offering half day programs. The provision 
of before and after care at the school's OSHC program is also a huge benefit to families. 

We have found strategies such as personal contact, follow up and support for families makes a positive impact on 
attendance. We often enlist the support of our allied health team for behaviour, sleep and eating concerns as these 
can impact attendance and the families ability to regularly get their children to kindy. 

This year we had a vulnerable family whose child only attended for 6 days. We provided numerous supports from 
within our centre including regular calls, emails and visits. We worked in a supportive way with the family to decide if 
we should apply for the child to attend kindy in 2022, or if she should attend school. The family decided on school and 
it is pleasing to say she has improved attendance at school already. 
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

9756 - All Saints Catholic Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 9.1%
323 - Coorara Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 9.1%
303 - Myponga Primary School 1.0% 3.0% 0.0% 45.5%
8029 - Sth Vales Christian Coll - Aldinga 1.0% 5.0% 5.4% 18.2%
8498 - Tatachilla Lutheran College 2.0% 2.0% 4.3% 18.2%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
Our parent survey results showed a continued high opinion of our centre.  Results for all categories about the quality 
of learning, support of learning, relationships and communication and leadership and decision making, reflected 
results above 80% in all categories while the majority were in the 90-100%. Families agreed that "my child receives 
high quality teaching at this preschool". Along with "the preschool is well organised this year. " 
Some areas of concern were that families wanted more information about programs and learning. This is a challenge 
especially in times of a pandemic caused by COVID-19 as families are not coming inside the learning environments on 
a daily basis. This caused a disconnect and we need to develop new ways to connect. This will be a challenge to work 
on with our Parent Committee and staff in 2022.
The survey results also reflected the feelings of two families who were unhappy with our kindy. We try our best to 
listen to the perspectives of our families.  These families did not like that we have primary care groups where children 
are involved in different inquiries as they saw it as unfair. This again is a challenge to us to find ways to support 
families to understand why we use attachment based practices, and also why we revisit learning to increase the depth 
of children's thinking, for example by revisiting the Forest 3 times as an exploration of building belonging and identity to 
the children's place in Aldinga. These types of challenges help us reflect and consolidate our thinking and beliefs 
about our pedagogy and practices and ensure we are always reflecting and improving. 

We received a wide range of supporting comments from families including ;

*The learning environment is safe, supportive and enjoyable.

*The kindy has been kind and patient this year and its hard with Covid and restrictions happening so they have done 
so well with all that. 

*My son flourished with his learning at Kindy. I just love all the educators and how much effort and support they put in 
every day. They are wonderful and community minded. 

Records of relevant history screenings are requested during induction or a person's first time on site. This includes 
staff, relief staff, cleaners, volunteers and partner organisations or services. Copies are kept on file and monitored 
regularly to ensure no screenings are out of date. 

In kindy, for parents working with their own children we don't require a DCSI screening. If they work or interact with 
other children we do. On excursions parents or helpers wear different coloured vests to identify who has a DCSI 
clearance. We follow DfE policies and procedures in regards to all volunteers. 

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $1,028,279
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $33,043
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Staff training and development on oral language and support for conversations with children in relation 
to their thinking. 
Staff developed understanding and strategies to support language and numeracy development.

Summative reports reflected high 
achievement of individual literacy and 
numeracy goals for children.  
Data reflects improvement in rhyme, 
questioning, and trusting the count.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funds used to employ staff to support children with speech, language,  emotional and physical needs. 
Continued staff development in trauma Informed Practice.  

100% of children achieved their individual 
goals through extensive adjustments and 
support of their needs. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

NA NA

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.



2021 Children's Centres for Early Childhood Development and Parenting annual report: 
Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used, and what programs were run, to improve the relevant 
department's standard of educational achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 

Building staff capacity through professional learning and reflective practice in groups.  Feedback reflects improved staff practice and 
high outcomes for children. Parents have 
seen positive development from accessing 
our range of programs. 

Children's Centres for Early Childhood 
Development and Parenting Grants

24 different types of programs and partnerships with government and non government organisations 
exists in our centre. This continues to grow each year - despite COVID-19.  This is in response to 
community need. Two of the highest needs are food scarcity and support for families experiencing 
domestic violence. These needs continue to increase over time due to a lack of resourcing in Aldinga.

Our community is supported by the huge 
range of programs. Feedback reflects the 
positive impact on their lives. 

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Briefly describe or list the community programs offered in 2021 which had a focus on:
• Playgroup
• Parent support
• Transition to and from preschool
• Any new programs or services not  previously offered.

Playgroups: babies under 12 months, universal play group facilitated by OT and Speech pathologist for children 0-4. 
Parent support: My Time, Tea and Tinkering, Learning Together, Bring Up Great Kids, Mindfulness Parenting, Circle of Security, Marte Meo, On line workshops on eating, sleep and supporting 
behaviour, Kids and Dads on Sunday, Asperlutely Autsome Lego Club.
New Programs in 2021: First Nations playgroup in partnership with school. Australian Breastfeeding Association - monthly, Southern Justice Centre - legal assistance- monthly. 
Transition to preschool - on line and face to face workshops for parents lead by OT and Speech Path.


