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Context and highlights
Somerton Park Kindergarten is a full-time standalone preschool, located in the beach side community of Somerton 
Park and the council area of The City of Holdfast. The kindy is 850 metres from Somerton Park beach and 
approximately 12km from the Adelaide GPO. The kindy is a diverse community with children attending from a range 
of socio economic and cultural backgrounds. 
All children are offered 15 hours of kindy. These configure as 2 full days each week from 8:15am to 2:45pm and 
alternate Fridays 8:15am to 12:15pm. At Somerton Park Kindergarten the children attend in two groups, group A on 
Monday and Tuesday; group B on Wednesday and Thursday. Children are grouped according to best fit for their 
family.
2021 has seen the kindergarten continue to navigate restrictions to minimise the spread of COVID-19. Educators 
implemented distant learning, sending all children home with a resource pack, and implementing and using the 
closed Facebook group, to connect with the children and families. 
2021 saw the children experience excursions to bush kindy – Kuitpo Forest, walks to Paringa Park Primary School, 
and visits from Brighton Secondary School.
Paringa Park Primary School is our closest school, whilst the reception children were not able to visit with us this 
year, due to Covid Restrictions. The preschool children did have opportunities to visit the school, joining in with the 
Nature Play SA – International Mud celebrations. 
Throughout the year the team worked consistently towards achieving the 2021 Preschool Quality Improvement 
Goals: Literacy - Increase children’s ability to meaningfully engage with texts and represent their ideas and 
experiences symbolically. Numeracy – Improve children’s understanding and use of data in everyday life and using 
the language of data between kindy and home. 
In 2021 the kindy fed into 10 feeder schools. 
In 2021 the Staff profile for the staff consisted of a full-time Director, full-time teacher, 0.6 universal access teacher, 
2 early childhood workers both working 0.5. Over the year we have had bilingual support and preschool support, 
along with a finance officer and an administration officer.

Governing council report
Somerton Park Kindy is a special and unique Kindergarten with a culture that cultivates personal relationships, 
especially with the children. It has been a privilege to be part of the Kindy family during 2021.
Despite the challenges that COVID-19 brought, SPK truly handled it with great success. Children had to be dropped 
off and pick-up at the gate. Even though it was something to get used to, it reaped greater independence with the 
children. COVID had a negative influence on the face to face communication between staff and parents which 
lacked the feeling of an interpersonal relationship. Between drop off and pick-up times, communication opportunities 
were limited and only used for important handover information between educators and families.
Highlights of this year:
• We had some renovations done inside and outside to create an opportunity for more flexible and safe learning.
• Two fundraisers were done this year. Funds went towards new construction resources, new outdoor climbing 
equipment for next year as well as veggies and flowers for our garden.
• The working bee was definitely a big success and the parent involvement was amazing. Families were eager to 
help and with lots of hands, the job was done quickly and sufficiently.
• Numeracy and Literacy goals were successfully attained. In Numeracy the focus was on data gathering and in 
Literacy for the children to see themselves as Writers and Illustrators. Bookmaking is especially a highlight for the 
children.
• The personal growth of every child from the beginning to the end is significant.
The passion the staff has for providing a safe space for children to learn and reaching their full potential is clearly 
visible in the way they personally interact and engage with each child individually at a place where the child needs 
to be met. I admire how the staff find balance between engaging, intervening and motivating independence within a 
still playful environment where children have the freedom of choosing their own activity.
I am proud to have been part of the SPK Governing Council team.
Shantel Small 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
2021 Priority:  Literacy – increase children’s ability to meaningfully engage with texts and represent their ideas and 
experiences symbolically. 
Numeracy – Improve children’s understanding and use of data between kindy and home. 

In 2021 we continued our work with the Cultivating Literacy Project, and embedded our learning from this project 
into our pedagogical practice at the kindy. 
As a team we utilised assessment tools, and from this established goals for literacy learning. We gathered the data 
and could clearly see the growth for all children.  The educators continued improving their pedagogical practice by 
engaging with professional reading, and using the curriculum planning times to critical reflect on their own practice.  
We are continuing our work towards embedding Aboriginal Perspective into our practice at the kindergarten.
We began our work with Primary Maths Association working with Lisa-Jane, developing a whole of site 
understanding of numeracy learning for children. We are looking forward to continuing this work in 2022.

2021 continued to be an unprecedented year with the COVID-19 world pandemic. The team adjusted their planning 
quickly and began implementing Distant Learning. However we never lost sight of our priority for 2021. The 
Facebook group was actively taken up by the families and they shared with the community the literacy learning and 
the numeracy learning that they were engaging with at home. The Governing Council commenting that over the 
course of the year they have gained a better understanding of literacy and numeracy and their child in the preschool 
years.

During a rigorous reflective process the team confidently agreed that the Literacy priority for 2021 has been 
achieved, and we will continue our work with Numeracy and data in 2022. All the children have developed an 
understanding for symbols in writing, such as exclamation marks and question marks, and some children are 
beginning to explore and use them in their correct context. All of the children have made multiple books in the year, 
and the children are sharing these between home and kindy. The educators have noted hearing the children say 
“I’m going to write a book about that”. All educators included these priorities into their Performance Development 
Plan (PDP), and reflected during these conversations, their growth in understanding on the literacy development of 
preschool aged children. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 65 66 67 66

2019 64 65 61 61

2020 64 N/A 64 63

2021 52 52 50 49

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

637 - Brighton Primary School 6.0% 1.8% 8.6% 28.6%
8264 - McAuley Community School 0.0% 0.0% 5.2% 8.6%
668 - Paringa Park Primary School 35.0% 42.1% 44.8% 31.4%
8220 - St Mary's Memorial School 12.0% 15.8% 8.6% 11.4%
9007 - St Peter's Woodlands Grammar School 1.0% 1.8% 8.6% 8.6%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 93.1% 92.4% 88.3% 94.3%

2019 centre 94.5% 88.8% 89.8% 93.0%

2020 centre 96.8% 89.5% 96.4%

2021 centre 91.7% 85.5% 88.2%  84.2%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance is consistent and remains above State average, COVID-19 pandemic has impacted on children's 
attendance over the year. Particularly in term 3. We have had families on extensive travelling trips around Australia 
this year. 
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Family opinion survey summary
Quality of Teaching and Learning
90% of the families indicated that they viewed the teachers as being highly enthusiastic in their teaching, with a further 
82% indicating that teachers want to help their child to learn and make learning enjoyable and interesting. 11 families 
commenting on the expertise of teachers, and the Quality of learning outcomes for the children. “We are very happy 
with the delivery of learning at the kindergarten.”
Support of Learning 
86% of families have indicated that their child is happy and treated fairly at the kindy. 61% of families indicating that 
their child is encouraged to have a sense of pride in their achievements. Importantly the 86% of families indicated their 
children are happy at the kindergarten.  44% of families strongly agreed on their understanding of the preschool 
program and changes to the activities. Whilst 44% of families agreed that the teachers change its programs and 
activities to improve achievement, we still recognise that this is an area for growth. “I know my child feels very safe and 
supported at kindy”.
Relationships and Communication 
75% of Families indicated that they feel welcomed at the kindy and feel confident to talk with educators about their 
child’s progress. 62% strongly indicated that the kindy is inclusive of all children from all backgrounds and cultures. 4% 
of our families were seeking more information on their child’s progress and achievement. 
Leaderships and Decision Making
79% of the families are confident with the leadership and management of the kindergarten, 64% of families strongly 
satisfied with the kindy’s planning. 8% of families have strongly indicated that they would like see parent’s opinions 
about the educational program, with 25% of parents sitting neutrally with this. 

All employees and regular volunteers were screened prior to working within the kindergarten. No issues were 
experienced during 2021. All employees are aware of the new Working With Children Check and are transferring over 
as their DCSI clearance expires. 

Relevant history screening

The 2021 children fed into 10 feeder schools, 4 independent schools and 6 government schools. 31.4% of our families 
feed into Paringa Park Primary school, with a decrease of 13.4% from the previous year. Glenelg Primary school is our 
next main feeder school of 13.8% of children attending this is down by 3.7% on the previous school. Brighton Primary 
School has 28.6% of children feeding into it, with a significant increase of 20% from the previous year. With 28.6% 
22.4% of families feeding into an independent school, up by 6.2% from the previous year.

**NB: Glenelg primary school continues to be a feeder school to Somerton Park Kindergarten, however this has not 
been reflected on the Annual Report Data. ***

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $540,517
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $40,120
Other $2,413

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding provided opportunity for staff to attend the professional learning over the year to achieve the 
Preschool Quality Improvement Priority. This built the capacity of the team to work collegiately to 
better engage children and families in literacy experiences.  

As a result of this project we have 
implemented pedagogical approaches that 
will support children’s literacy and numeracy 
growth. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Preschool support workers were employed and their work with children was strengthened through 
working collaboratively with DfE therapists, support services as well as with private therapists, outside 
agencies and families to ensure the families voice and goals for their child was heard and worked 
towards. 

Educators and parents worked 
collaboratively on setting goals for the One 
Plans. Transition meetings were held with 
families and schools, strengthening the 
transition process.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Funding was accessed to one bilingual child transition into kindy. As a result of this funding, the EALD child, 
grew in confidence with using and 
understanding English

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


