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Context and highlights
Baden Pattinson Kindergarten is a Department for Education stand-alone site in the council area of Holdfast Bay, 12 
kilometres from the city centre and within walking distance to the “Old Gum Tree.” The centre was named after Sir 
Baden Pattinson who was the Mayor of Glenelg Council at the time of opening, who later became a state politician 
and the Minister of Education. He was also state president of the Royal Life Saving Society and the inspiration 
behind the Learn to Swim campaign.
We are part of the Holdfast Partnership group of 5 primary schools, 1 secondary school and 8 kindergartens. While 
we are part of this Partnership, children transition to many other schools within our local area. There is a long 
history of community involvement at the kindergarten. We share a car park with the Glenelg North Community 
Centre, Vietnam Veterans, Community Garden, Michael Herbert Memorial Garden, Kiwanis and Rotary, with whom 
we have a very close working relationship. As a number of our children also attend the Glenelg North Community 
Child Care Centre, we have worked to develop a close relationship with the staff and committee of this centre. We 
also share walking the children back to the centre daily.
2021 saw some changes to the staff team- specifically leadership. 2020 We said goodbye to Jenny Haskett and for 
terms 1 and 2 we welcomed acting director Peta Wheatcroft and then I (Sarah Weightman) began in term 3. All 
other staff remained the same with the addition of a new preschool support worker. 
As in the previous year, COVID created complexities/challenges throughout the year. As of term 3, we had a 7 day 
lockdown and after this we were greeting children and their families at the front door/car park, but by term 4 we were 
able to welcome our families back into the kindy yard. During this time, online resources and phone call/email 
communication became more important than ever. 
Some highlights of 2021 include the following:
• New kitchen installed 
• 2 safety gates installed- one at the front door into the car park and another creating a double gate at the side 
entrance to the kindy
• Trent Hill- Indigenous storyteller, educator, and guide
• Holdfast Librarians visiting each term
• Local authors Katrina Germaine and Mandy Foote 
• Excursion to the Patch theatre to see the performance of “I Wish”
• Community involvement of families taking in turns to look after Aussie (our bird) and Bouncy (our Frog)
• Visits to the community garden 
• A SCUMPS bag for children to talk to their peers and answer questions to develop critical thinking skills 
2021 was a very busy year and we look forward to continuing with our plans into 2022. 

Governing council report
Reflecting back, 2021 was a year of fluid change for the children, parents and educators at Baden Pattinson 
Kindergarten. 
During the one and only 2020 transition visit we found out that Jenny, the longstanding director, was retiring. The 
position was to be filled with a temporary director in Peta. 
Peta was with BPK for the first 2 terms until the permanent director Sarah Weightman would join us in Term 3. 
Peta’s legacy to the kindy was to set the wheels in motion to have the air lock gates and front door gates installed 
for the safety of all the children. A working bee with the staff, parents and community saw this project mostly 
completed.
Sarah then went on to join us in term 3 and of course covid changed some of the protocols around drop off and pick 
up, volunteering etc. but the show went on. The kids proved their resilience at drop off which resulted in the children 
showing a greater independence than expected.
The governing council arranged a number of fundraising and donation events with the main goal being a bike 
shelter for the children to safely leave their bikes/scooters etc during the day, to be hopefully completed this year. 
Even though the more official social events didn’t occur due to covid, we were a tight knit group of parents who were 
brought together by our wonderful children. 
I am a working mum, like many, and wasn’t able to be at many pickups for my daughter. I found that being on the 
governing council was my way of keeping in the loop and taking part in my daughters kindy experience. I have my 
son in the pelican group this year and will continue to be on the council. If you are thinking of joining the council, I 
would strongly encourage you to do so. There is minimal commitment and it’s a fantastic way to be apart of the 
community.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal 1: To improve children's understanding and comprehension of the various forms of text
Challenge of Practice

If we deepen our understanding of the Literacy Indicator "I engage with text and make meaning" and intentionally 
plan and implement experiences to engage children in conversations and with books, then we will improve 
children's understanding and comprehensions of the various forms of texts.

Moving into a second year of COVID has resulted in the site retaining the same goal as 2020, with a focus on 
literacy. 
The start of the year had some new process established by the acting director for the staff team to document the 
children’s learning, as well as progress made against the Preschool Quality Improvement Plan and how the site is 
meeting the National Quality Standards at an exceeding level. 
The staff team were able to engage in professional development with the local portfolio sites- Holdfast and Western 
Adelaide Shores. This professional development was pertaining to Phonological Awareness Skill Mapping (PASM) 
training, where all sites were working towards similar goals. Each site was then tasked with collecting data around 
phonological awareness. It was an opportunity to identify teaching strategies to support children’s literacy learning. 
Various tools were also used, for example, families having the opportunity to borrow literacy kits to share with their 
children at home, as well as having resources available to make books. The staff team also used the document 
Exploring text and making meaning: Engaging with bookmaking 2021. This included introducing various forms of 
text to children, for example, flap books, non-fiction books, diaries/calendars etc as well introducing reading 
conferences to the staff and children.

Due to the restrictions of COVID, the staff team have decided to continue with this similar theme for our literacy goal 
in 2022
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 66 66 65 65

2019 66 65 66 66

2020 64 66 63 64

2021 62 62 63 63

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

8026 - Immanuel Primary School 10.0% 6.2% 6.4% 5.2%
391 - St Leonards Primary School 54.0% 60.0% 63.5% 72.4%
8220 - St Mary's Memorial School 14.0% 12.3% 15.9% 13.8%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 95.4% 91.8% 94.0% 88.1%

2019 centre 93.2% 91.4% 85.3% 90.5%

2020 centre 91.6% 88.5% 94.2% 87.7%

2021 centre 90.7% 84.5% 87.8%  84.5%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Generally, our attendance figures exceed/align with the state average, however, due to COVID, families were more 
likely to keep their children home if they were showing any signs of being unwell- we also had families who were in 
quarantine due to travel and this affected our figures. 
Generally, Preschool is well attended at BPK. The Friday session is also well attend, with many of our families 
accessing their full entitlement of preschool. Those who do not attend the alternate Friday session, are enrolled in a 
local Early Learning Centre or are attending child care that day. 
We regularly remind our community about the importance of attendance via newsletters, our information booklet, 
emails and notice boards. We also ensure that we contact families of children with unexplained absences. 
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Family opinion survey summary
Parent Opinion Survey 

Families are surveyed in term 3 of each year. They are offered a hard copy as well as the option to enter the 
information online also. For 2021 we had 39 responses out of 63 families, or 62% which is lower than normal. Several 
answers and comments received in the survey were reflective of the current COVID situation
Quality of Teaching and learning 
I feel that BPK strikes the right balance between play based learning and preparing the children for ‘school’ life
Quality of the teaching is excellent, the teachers genuinely seem to care and demonstrate a passion for teaching 
kindergarten
Very high quality teaching at this kindy. All teaching staff are enthusiastic and happy

Support of Learning 
BPK staff have gone above and beyond to cater for XXX needs and help us find a routine that works best for his 
development. He has so much one on one time as well. 

A government funded program for replacing books etc would be welcomed. Some are well worn

Relationships and communication
All staff are so open and welcoming, we felt so comfortable and knew we made the right choice sending our son for 
early enrolment

COVID has been the main/only barrier between keeping up to date with my child’s progress in kindy. The staff have 
done a brilliant job considering and my child absolutely loves going to kindy…very happy with Baden Pattinson. Well 
done to all teachers.

I appreciate the way the teachers informally let me know what my child has been doing/enjoying/playing with on a 
regular basis at pick up time

Leadership

The transition from acting director to new director was extremely smooth

We have been very impressed with the leadership of both directors this year. All staff are fantastic.

The Department for Education screening guide is always adhered to. All current staff- permanent, contract or relief, 
hold a current DCSI screen certificate or WWCC.
All tertiary students, volunteers, contractors (eg cleaning/gardening) hold up to date clearances.
Governing Council members have appropriate training certificates
Our centre has previously undergone a successful audit.
All certificates are copied and held on site in a folder with an attached checklist system for renewal reminders
Application for renewals are completed well before the expiry dates 

Relevant history screening

Whilst the majority of our children will be attending St Leonards Primary School in 2022, we have children going to 15 
different feeder schools. This is a mixture of both Government and Private schools.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $528,222
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $42,399
Other $4,066

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

PQIP goal had a specific focus on literacy professional development. 2022 will continue with this focus in 
addition to a numeracy goal

PASM training with the Flinders Park portfolio 

Inclusive Education Support Program

This funding has been used to support children with additional needs- including speech and language 
and Autism Spectrum 

Speech and language plans were developed 
and implemented both at kindy and at home. 
Other children were supported with their 
emotional regulation. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

n/a n/a

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


