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Context and highlights
St Philip's Preschool Kindergarten provided quality preschool education for children from a wide variety of cultural 
backgrounds and a sense of community for their families.
Staffing: Carol Martin won a 0.5 permanent teaching position.
We had a high number of children with special needs and IESP funding was very difficult to apply for, taking many 
hours to complete.  We received a very small increase which was inadequate to cover the number of support staff 
required to provide a safe, happy and challenging environment for all children.
Enrolments 2021 – we were not full but had higher numbers than many other sites – statewide low numbers in 
preschool.

Through the site works grant provided by the Department we were able to make major improvements to our indoor 
and outdoor areas which included:
-lawns
-irrigation
-paving
-rubberised soft-fall under swings
-painting indoors

Governing council report
Being part of the Governing Council at St Philips Preschool Kindergarten was an extremely rewarding and insightful 
experience.  Not only was it a fantastic opportunity to connect with other parents in the kindergarten community, but 
it also provided us as a collective to have an input into the learning program being provided to our children, by the 
dedicated staff at St Philips.  With special mention to Maggie Slattery, who led her team with passion and dedication.

With continued COVID 19 restrictions throughout the year, flexibility was required, resulting in adapted versions of 
fundraising ventures.  A very successful 'Show Day' was planned and executed that the kindergarten children 
enjoyed immensely.  We received several very generous donations from local business towards this event. This was 
to be in lieu of a 'Spring Fair' - an event conducted in previous years.  The 'Art Show' too had to be adjusted.  
However, it still proved to be a highly successful experience for children and families alike.  A 'PJ day' also proved 
to be a great success, with proceeds going towards the purchase of new books for the kindy.  The 'Tea Towel 
Fundraiser' was a firm favourite with committee members and the wider parent community alike.

End of year celebrations provided a wonderful opportunity for the community to come together and celebrate the 
amazing year of learning and growth.  Suitable COVID 19 adaptations were put in place to ensure the safety of all in 
our community.  

Fortunately, many of the excursions and incursions planned by the staff were still able to take place.  The children 
were able to experience a wide range of rich and diverse activities across the year (Karuna educator visitor, farm 
barn kindy visit, emergency services visit, Kindergym, Art Gallery visit, Festival Theatre show, cubby building at 
Belair National Park).  All these experiences added to the already comprehensive and fun learning program that our 
children had the good fortune to engage with this year at St Philips.

I would like to formally acknowledge and thank all Governing Council members.  All of whom offered a valuable 
insight and skill set to the committee.  

It was pleasure to be a part of the 2021 Governing Council, and I wish future years all the best.  
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Preschool quality improvement planning
GOAL: To develop, increase and promote children’s meaning making.
CHALLENGE OF PRACTICE: If educators assess, anticipate and extend children’s vocabulary and comprehension, 
then children’s meaning making will increase.
SUCCESS CRITERIA: Children will engage with texts and make meaning.  This will look like:
Children playing, interacting, story telling, children engaging, using language, communicating, acting out stories, 
using figures and loose parts to act out stories, children choosing books, adding new words to the family vocabulary 
book, using puppets, children using the story or characters in play.
This will sound like: children transferring knowledge of stories to different contexts, children singing and talking, 
children asking teachers to read stories, children describing and explaining what words mean at group time, telling 
each other stories, expanding on the stories and their own ideas, children using new language, children singing.  
Dispositions children will demonstrate:  Sharing, taking turns curiosity, persistence, confidence, creativity, 
communication, concentration, imagination, cooperation and resilience.
Maggie worked with Jane in late 2020 to identify a goal and challenge of practice around phonological awareness.
We used the Literacy Indicators, the Literacy Handbook and experience/knowledge gained from our 2020 PQIP and 
participation in the LDAR initiative to guide our decision making.
Our actions were based on the successful outcomes from 2020 including: improving and extending educator 
knowledge; collecting and analysing formative assessment data; utilising provocations in the learning environment; 
engaging families.
Reflection on our success:
-we video ourselves on a regular basis and reflection on our listening and questioning is embedded in our practice
-we developed our skills in questioning and listening through the 2020 PQIP and RRR inquiry
-our book selection for story tables has been strongly influenced by this inquiry process as we have learned that 
some books are not accessible to many children because of complex language
-we have also found that children connect more readily with familiar, simple texts, which can also be sung
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Year

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

305 - Nailsworth Primary School 59.0% 68.3% 68.9% 70.9%
9031 - St Martin's Catholic Primary School 4.9% 6.4% 4.9% 5.5%
9083 - St Monica's Parish School 0.0% 3.2% 1.6% 3.6%
457 - Walkerville Primary School 6.6% 12.7% 9.8% 9.1%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance was strong in 2021 apart from Covid-19 periods.  All other absences were due to illness and family 
reasons.

Over two thirds of our children enrolled at Nailsworth Primary School.  A small number of children enrolled at 
Walkerville, St Martin's, St Monica's, Wilderness, St Andrew's, St Peter's Girls, East Adelaide and Prospect Primary 
Schools.

Destination schools comment
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Family opinion survey summary
The parent survey was made available to every family and we received 16 completed surveys.  Responses were 
overwhelmingly positive, in particular around the quality of teaching and learning, the support of learning and 
relationships.

"The teachers and staff are fantastic.  Very empathetic and understanding to each child's needs.  They have a fun and 
exciting learning program."

"St Philip's Kindy has been a wonderful place for our kids to come and expend and explore knowledge, build 
friendships and confidence.  They have loved coming and being involved.  It's a wonderful environment, physically and 
emotionally.  We are so happy that we were able to be a part of St Philip's Kindy.  Thank you to the staff for all of your 
hard work and dedication to the kids..  They have grown so much and it's been a great stepping stone to Primary 
school.

To comply with the Department for Education relevant history screening protocols, staff, volunteers, work experience 
students and third party providers must provide proof of their DCSI screening.  A hard copy of this is filed on site with 
name and expiry date recorded.  New staff members cannot commence work until a DCSI relevant history screening 
has been completed and affirmed.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $543,613
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $37,263
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funds provided to improve literacy and numeracy outcomes were used to provide teaching staff time to 
create individual learning plans for every child, which included literacy and numeracy goals.  This 
involved targeted assessment and monitoring of each child's development, which informed 
programming and planning.

All children succeeded in achieving targeted 
goals.

Inclusive Education Support Program

In 2021 we were advised to use the ‘Barriers to Learning’ document as a replacement for the interim 
One Plan, as this online document was unworkable for our setting.  We applied for support for 5 
children, only one of whom was diagnosed with Autism at the commencement of the year.  Children 
with significant needs were allocated as little as 45 minutes per week.  One of these children has since 
been accepted into a Special Needs class, which indicates the level of support required.  The funding we 
were allocated was insufficient.  The site funded 16 hours per week for the year on top of our increased 
allocation of 13 hours. 

Fantastic progress in goals set around 
participation in the learning program, the 
development of social and self-help skills.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Bilingual support staff were employed over the year to assist children from Mandarin and Indian 
languages backgrounds.

All children achieved identified targets in 
language development through 
differentiated programs.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


