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Context and highlights
St Helens Park Kindergarten is highly respected within our community and from those outside of our priority 
catchment zone resulting in enrolments of 84 children for the year. We have 6 nationalities and welcome children 
with an inclusive curriculum catering for speech and language difficulties and those children with special rights such 
as autism spectrum disorder, speech delay or global delay. The regular staff team consists of 6, plus additional early 
childhood educators contracted to support bilingual families and those where additional learning support is needed. 
Our focus for 2021 is on developing vocabulary and phonological awareness to support pre-reading skills and oral 
language. We utilised a free resource provided by Literacy Australia to support activities within the home and at 
kindergarten connecting the 4 provided books with curriculum opportunities. This extended over 3 terms with 
curriculum connections and ideas for parents. Our data indicated improvements in children understanding print 
concepts of syllables and rhyme with 85% of the cohort meeting standards of reception level relating to skills for pre 
reading concepts. 

We faced the challenge of lockdown during COVID and connected with parents via Zoom for group time, provided 
online resources and directed them to opportunities at home for learning. Ideas and activities were provided via 
email or in hard copy to continue the curriculum in the home. We had wonderful feedback from our families during 
this time. 

The site’s highlights included 2 excursions- to live theatre and Botanic Gardens, 2 incursions- celebrating 
sustainability and indigenous education, units of work on space, the body, and our literacy focus. Families engaged 
with an allied health talk on speech development, a community lunch to celebrate Multicultural week, sports day and 
a picnic in the park to conclude the year.
 

The Dept has supported the site, which is owned by Prospect Council, with a maintenance grant of $30,000 which 
has been allocated towards a garden upgrade for the eastern end of the yard. With an additional $45,000 from the 
site through previous fundraising and fiscal management we are hoping this occurs early in 2022. However at this 
stage we are waiting for Council approval as the development includes significant infrastructure changes to the site. 
The community supported the site in fundraising via a wine drive, printed teatowels and Christmas hampers with 
this money going towards our outdoor improvements for nature play. 

Governing council report
The management commit of St Helens Park Kindergarten met regularly throughout the year and had a good 
representative base of the community. Each meeting had a full report of the program and curriculum, presented by 
Annette which was informative and thorough. Comments from the parent community included:
- The welcoming and warm atmosphere of SHPK has made a milestone year into something so memorable we will 
continue to treasure through the schooling years and beyond. It was a wonderful year of education and experience 
with learning opportunities throughout the year that were really clever and well planned.
- Children developed so many skill sets during the year, such as the art of enquiry and investigation, and they are 
now really ready for school. We have seen the children grow and develop in lots of new ways that will set the 
foundation for learning into the future.
- The team at St Helen’s Park have created a wonderful community in which we have felt very much a part of. 
Annette and the team are continuously looking for ways to improve the environment and curriculum.
The committee oversaw successful fundraising opportunities and the redevelopment of part of the garden to 
enhance engagement in nature play, which will be undertaken in 2022.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal is to: to increase children's language skills, vocabularies and phonological awareness. 
Our challenge of practice: if we provide an environment that generates better language skills, larger vocabularies 
and a richer knowledge base then we will support oral language development and phonological awareness. 

Staff engaged across the year with team professional development to support language development including 
sourcing outside providers for team training. The focus on vocabulary was supported by a literacy resource of 4 
books provided by Literacy Australia to our community and these books were used by educators to explore 
language and assist family in early childhood practices of literacy. Parents were provided with education resources 
and ideas to support home learning. Intentional teaching moments supported these resources for deeper 
engagement by the children. Our bilingual children were supported with some intervention across the year as the 
budget allowed; and our children with special rights received support for engagement and concept understanding.

Educators will engage with families around sustained conversational language to support development of children's 
vocabulary and phonological competencies: Families met with staff to support home programs in vocabulary 
development and received communication via email and pamphlets for home learning. All children received a 
support plan for language development. During COVID lockdowns the site connected via ZOOM for intentional 
teaching times and to share ideas.

Reflective practice: staff utilised the DfE Literacy Indicators as a reflective tool to review children’s engagement in 
the program and their literacy understanding in phonological awareness and vocabulary. All children were also 
assessed against the Phonological and Syllable Mapping tool (PASM) to support programming and intentional 
teaching. This gave the site a clear picture in language understanding of individual children in order to cater to their 
learning needs. All educators participated in professional development to support our goal.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 84 83 74 75

2019 79 83 77 77

2020 83 82 78 77

2021 83 81 76 76

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

9010 - Immaculate Heart of Mary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.1%
305 - Nailsworth Primary School 5.0% 6.8% 2.6% 8.2%
179 - North Adelaide Primary School 0.0% 1.4% 1.3% 5.5%
368 - Prospect Primary School 66.0% 56.8% 62.3% 48.0%
9065 - Rosary School 13.0% 20.3% 20.8% 24.7%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 90.1% 89.3% 87.5% 90.1%

2019 centre 84.9% 82.7% 88.2% 84.3%

2020 centre 87.9% 85.1% 89.1% 90.9%

2021 centre 88.7% 86.5% 89.0%  89%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
The site regularly has higher than average attendance as our families support and engage in early childhood 
education. St Helens Park Kindergarten is held in high regard by the community and our transition programs to local 
schools provide the opportunity for staff to liaise with colleagues for best outcomes.
Due to border closures with COVID our attendance reflected parents not visiting relatives in other countries throughout 
the year, in particular India, hence remaining here and attending kindergarten.
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Family opinion survey summary
Quality of teaching and learning:
11 families responded with 91% very happy with the curriculum. Responses included “teachers are excellent; play 
based learning and explicit teaching has covered many areas; children develop social skills, self confidence and a love 
of life long learning”. The community has acknowledged the work of staff in providing a  rich learning environment 
where children are supported to thrive and be challenged within a growth mind headset.

Support of learning:
Of 9 responses a strong majority of parents felt their child was providing a quality program where children were 
supported to learn in a safe and welcoming environment. Parent responses included “he has been thriving at 
kindergarten; there’s a good emphasis in children becoming more independent in all areas of learning, self care and 
relationships”. The kindergarten received strong accolades in providing an excellent learning environment.

Relationships and Community:
Of 8 responses all families felt they were well informed on all preschool activities and there was a strong connection 
between staff and families. All families agreed they received helpful information about their child and there were 
adequate opportunities to discuss their child’s progress. Comments included “great levels of communication; I always 
feel I am in the know, the staff are wonderful; my son is blossoming”. The site uses email, online newsletters, written 
communication and face to face opportunities to share information. 

All staff and Governing Council members have appropriate clearances to be on site and working with children. All 
temporary and relief staff are reviewed regularly for compliance with the regulations.

Relevant history screening

We have a majority of children accessing Prospect Primary School with 48% of the children transitioning here, or for 
private education with Rosary Primary School with 25%. We also had children transition to Nailsworth 8%, North 
Adelaide 5%, Prospect North Primary School and varied other schools in the region, along with 2 families choosing 
independent schools for cultural or religious reasons.
We had 10% of enrolments leave the site mid year to access early school programs at independent schools and 2 
children moving site due to relocation. Conversely we had 2 enrolments for families relocating to Adelaide from 
interstate.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $603,700
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $46,600
Other $2,300

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding of $27,000 provided 1:1 support for children with special rights, for those children struggling 
with literacy and numeracy concepts. Funding of $1231 also provided whole of team professional 
development in vocabulary and phonological awareness.

Improved outcomes for literacy and 
numeracy: 95% of children were assessed at 
foundation year level 2 and 80% of children 
achieved level 3 using a standardised 
assessment tool

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding via the Inclusive Education Support Program of $19,000 was utilised for staff support to assist 
children engage in the curriculum and to support their wellbeing and emotional health when dealing 
with scenarios normally found in group settings. The site budgeted an additional $8,000 to continue this 
throughout the year as children struggled with conflict and resolution techniques. The site had 3 
children identified with behavioural support needs or autism spectrum disorder, and 1 child with 
language delay and possible global delay.

All children transitioned into mainstream 
schooling having met age appropriate norms 
in curriculum. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

The site received $2867 in bilingual support which provided 60 hours of support with bilingual early 
childhood educators across 2 terms. The site self funded a further 60 hours across 2 terms of $3000 to 
provide additional language support and curriculum understanding for 2 children with no conversational 
English. 

Staff supported children to access a range of 
curriculum choices and to engage in 
cooperative play and language opportunities.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.




