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Context and highlights
Barker Kindergarten is a standalone preschool located 2km from the Adelaide CBD. The kindergarten was built in 
1926 and is heritage listed. It is nestled within the inner city suburb of North Adelaide on Tynte Street amongst a 
busy shopping and business district. The light and airy building provides an aesthetic that creates a space of well-
being for children and their families. Barker Kindergarten has spacious outdoor and indoor learning spaces which 
enable and facilitate rich learning opportunities for children. 
Our curriculum is guided by the Early Years Learning Framework, Belonging, Being and Becoming. We offer a high 
quality play based curriculum where children explore and make sense of their world through actively engaging in 
learning experiences and their environment. We work in partnerships with families, communities and other agencies 
to ensure that children's learning is relevant and purposeful for them. We have a strong focus on powerful learners, 
numeracy, literacy and dispositions for lifelong learning. We support transitions to school and continuity of learning. 
Barker Kindergarten offered a range of play based learning experiences in 2021. The children have used these 
experiences to question, explore their curiosities, make links to and investigate the world around them, problem 
solve and become powerful learners. 
The children participate in the following units of inquiry at Barker Kindergarten in 2021:
• All about me, my family and the community.
• How do I keep myself safe?
• An exploration of the animal and insect world around us. Observing the transformation of a caterpillar into a 
monarch butterfly.
• An exploration of vocabulary through immersion in the text “Magic Beach.”
• What is Art?
• I am an author.
• What is a musical instrument? 
• Sustainability program. Involvement in recycling, composting and worm farming. 

The children attended the following excursions and incursions during 2021:
• Musical Muscles program Term 1 and 2.
• KESAB incursion. 
• SAPOL visit Barker Kindergarten. Police Officer Phil.
• Bugs’n’Slugs caterpillar.
• Planetarium Excursion.
• SA Museum Excursion.
• Small group excursions to Bunnings, Little Sprouts, Central Market. 
• National Simultaneous Story Time.
• Bugs’n’Slugs Incursion.
• AFL Footy Clinics.
• Trent Hill visit to Barker Kindergarten. Aboriginal story teller and educator. Exploration of Aboriginal Artefacts. 
• Art Gallery SA Exploring Art and Art Show Term 4.
• Colour Fun Run Wellington Square.
• “Magic Beach” performance at The Dunston Playhouse. 
• The Royal Barker Kindergarten Show – Learning about agriculture and numeracy through show games!
• Campfire Night.
• Circobats Excursion. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our comprehensive Quality Improvement Plan was reviewed and endorsed by the Governing Council. All Quality 
Areas were reviewed and strength statements updated and areas for improvement identified. 

During 2021 educators focused on improving the children’s vocabulary to connect to their world. The consistent 
whole site approach to supporting sustained shared conversations and communication with educators and peers 
assisted the children to extend their oral language and connect to their world. Educators also focused on 
understanding how bilingual children and non-verbal children represent language. Educators and children 
developed story tables in collaboration throughout the year. Educators looked at key vocabulary within the text and 
worked with all children in large and small groups to demonstrate the meaning through real objects and role play 
and then provide opportunities for the children to use the vocabulary throughout all their learning at preschool to 
construct sentences with confidence. The children were also immersed in a term long exploration of the text “Magic 
Beach.”

Barker kindergarten continued to focus on the key areas using the 100 languages of children to effectively plan for 
each individual child in the cycle of planning, authentically involving culturally and linguistically diverse families at 
the preschool and embed child voice in our critical reflective practise. 

Governing council report
In 2021 our Governing Council consisted of 5 community members and 2 staff who were all dedicated and 
committed members of the Barker Kindergarten community. We averaged 4-7 members at each meeting. All 
members of the Barker Kindergarten community were always welcome with meeting dates and times advertised. 
Additional community members assist with our Colour Fun Run, Annual Art Show and Art Show Raffle. 

Our Governing Council was central to our decision making and our Governing Council worked with staff to review 
and update our Quality Improvement plan and site policies. The Governing Council was informed at every meeting 
of the financial status of the preschool and we continue to improve our finance measures to ensure ongoing 
compliance with our role and responsibilities and annual audits. 
The Governing Council continued the process of reviewing plans and approving finances for the upgrade to the 
Barker Kindergarten outdoor leaning area which was completed in January 2022.

The Governing Council gave oversite to the following fundraising endeavours during 2021:
• The Colour Fun Run
• Annual Art Show
All funds raised during 2021 contributed to the purchase of the new cubby house. 

The Governing Council Chair reported on behalf of the community, the dedication and effort the director and staff of 
Barker Kindergarten made to ensure the year ran smoothly for the 2021 kindergarten children. With much 
determination and creative thinking from the staff resulted in a successful outcome for the year with the children 
experiencing Show Week at Kindy, Beach Week, many other events and excursions when possible. The Governing 
Council is thankful to the staff at Barker Kindergarten for maintaining an exceptional safe environment during this 
very challenging time. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Year

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

8210 - Christian Brothers' College - Senior 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.3%
9010 - Immaculate Heart of Mary School 3.0% 0.0% 5.9% 13.3%
179 - North Adelaide Primary School 39.4% 54.1% 58.8% 60.0%
368 - Prospect Primary School 9.1% 8.1% 2.9% 6.7%
9065 - Rosary School 3.0% 0.0% 11.8% 6.7%
8313 - St Dominic's Priory College 12.1% 2.7% 0.0% 6.7%
9066 - Tenison Woods Catholic School 0.0% 2.7% 0.0% 3.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance continued to be affected by Covid19 at times throughout 2021. 

Barker Kindergarten continues to have children transitioning to a diverse range of primary schools. Over 50% of 
children went to North Adelaide Primary School in 2022. Other school destinations included Prospect Primary School, 
Prospect North Primary School, Walkerville Primary School, Nailsworth Primary School, St Dominics Priory College, 
Rosary School, Immaculate Heart of Mary, and St Aloysius College.

Destination schools comment
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Family opinion survey summary
19 families responded to the client opinion survey. Overall parents agreed that Barker Kindergarten was well 
organised, they had confidence in how the preschool was managed and that it had effective leadership. Parents 
agreed that their children reviewed high quality teaching at Barker Kindergarten, the preschool has an excellent 
learning program and environment, that educators want to help children learn, educators were enthusiastic and make 
learning interesting and enjoyable. It was strongly agreed the children were happy. Parents provided feedback that 
they valued the effort that the Director and educators went to, to provide a continuous learning journey for their 
children throughout 2021 despite the challenges posed with Covid19. An area we will continue to review is staying 
connected with families and providing opportunities for effective communication about each child’s learning journey. 
Comments attached.

All staff, Governing Council Members, volunteers, students and third party providers have met the DfE requirements 
for relevant history screening. Barker Kindergarten has administrative processes in place to maintain compliance with 
policy. 

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $416,144
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $26,210
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Educators engaged with DfE Speech Pathologists to enhance sustained shared conversations with 
children to improve their language and vocabulary. Additional educators were also engaged to support 
individual learning plans for each child. 

Inquiry with children in play based learning 
enhancing vocabulary. Literacy and Numeracy 
indicators embedded in daily educators 
practice. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Barker Kindergarten educators provided individual and small group support to assist children engage in 
the preschool program, development of individual education plans and provision of support for 
transition to school. We also support Occupational Therapy students implement the SMILE program at 
Barker Kindergarten.

Individual education plans developed for 
children and each individual child supported 
to successfully engage in the preschool 
program.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Barker Kindergarten has a diverse community with a third of children from bilingual backgrounds. We 
employed 3 bilingual educators throughout 2021 to support children to engage in the preschool program 
and transition to school and preschool. 

Increase engagement in preschool program. 
Evident through children's individual cycle of 
learning. 

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


