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Context and highlights
Barbara Kiker Memorial Kindergarten is a category 2 kindergarten and is situated in the Walter Kidman Reserve,
Kidman Park. Our enrolment capacity in 2021 was 66 children. Staff included a curriculum leader, Angela Plisko,
and 3 part-time teachers, Genny Fabijan, Kari Jones and Geraldine Mason and a full-time ECW, Kate O’Connell.
Part-time ECW’s, Karyn Desmond and Ryan Lee supported children through the Inclusive Education Support
Program. We provided additional support to children who do not speak English through our Bilingual Support
Program. Our kindy is resourced by the Department for Education for speech pathology, educational psychology,
hearing advisor and special education advisor.
The Kidman Park suburb is undergoing urban renewal to medium density housing, resulting in an increase in
population for the suburb. Children who attend Barbara Kiker Kindergarten are representational of the cultural
diversity of the local community with Italian, English, Australian, Indian and Greek being the most common
ancestries.
In 2021, we received a $30,000.00 grant from the State Government. This money was used to build a large veranda
on the front of the building, creating much needed shaded space, the installation of blinds along the eastern side to
provide protection from sun, wind and rain and a rainwater tank was installed to collect water from the new veranda.
We received a grant for $1,500.00 through the Woolworths Junior Landcare to develop a native bee and butterfly
garden to support children’s developing understanding of the impact we have on environments and the
interdependence of living creatures. We worked with the local community who supported us by providing resources
to create the garden with the children and families. Children had hands on learning experiences through our Bee
and Butterfly incursion, learning about different types of bees and their role as pollinators.
Two highlights of the year included our excursion to see the Bright start Production, ‘I Wish’ and our excursion to
the Botanical Gardens when we learned about the complex interplay between the animals and insects, the land,
plants and people and our guardianship role in developing and caring for important ecosystems.
Barbara Kiker Memorial Kindergarten accessed the Charles Sturt Council’s mobile library service, termly. The Child
and Family Health Service provided health checks for children and advice to families. Dental for School’s provided
oral health checks for children and advice to parents.

Governing council report
My name is Gaby Thiele and I was fortunate to be the Chair of the Governing Council at Barbara Kiker Memorial
Kindergarten for 2021. This will be the last year I’m involved with the Kindy as both of my girls are now at school.
We were quite lucky this year with minimal Covid impact. The kids got to attend kindy each day and participate in
many fun activities. We got to go on a wonderful excursion into the Botanical Gardens and another to a show at the
Festival Theatre and then onto some fun activities at the art gallery.
During my time on the Governing council I got to appreciate how much the Director Genny and all of the teachers
do for our children, they are always working on ways to improve the kindy. The Bee garden was put together and
was a huge hit for the children. This year we also won a grant of $500 from the Commonwealth Bank. This was
spent on some new resources for the kindy.
In 2021 the main fundraising activity was the Colour Fun Run. A total of $2531.00 was raised which was spent on
the new rain water tank and caf� blinds for the veranda.
I would like to thank Genny and all of the other staff at Barbara Kiker Memorial Kindergarten. It was a pleasure to
work with them and I feel so lucky that my daughters go to go to such a wonderful kindy. I wish them all the best for
the future.
Thanks, Gaby Thiele
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Literacy Goal To improve children's phonological awareness skills for literacy.
Key Actions
Staff developed competencies through professional readings and staff PD to develop knowledge about
Phonological awareness to improve curriculum provision, pedagogical practices, and assessment practices.
15 children were selected and observed in multiple contexts. Focused observations, informal data and formal data
(PASM) were used to assess children's ability to rhyme, to break words into syllables and to identify the first sound
in a word.
Staff provided intentional teaching (rhyme and syllabification) in small and large groups and throughout the day
utilizing knowledge of the continuum development and how to move children to the next skill. Staff utilized
pedagogies that have been researched as high impact for learning, for example, explicitly teaching the skill,
generalizing and practicing to embed skills using age appropriate pedagogies.
Staff discussed and analyzed data collected, reflected on effectiveness of teaching, planned for continuation of
learning and intellectual stretch.
Outcomes
Data collected in term 3, (PASM) indicated that children had made significant growth across the year. The
percentage of children able to segment syllables increased by 40%, matching rhyming words increased by 47%,
produce rhyming words increased by 53% and identify the first sound in a word increased by 66%.
Next steps include the continuation of teaching phonological awareness skills in 2022 using high impact teaching
strategies with all children and include print awareness and concepts of books for a selected cohort.
Numeracy Goal To improve children's ability to understand and use number sense to make connections
Key Actions
Staff developed competencies through professional readings and professional development, increasing their
knowledge about number sense and the understanding that concepts are both sequential and coexist within rich
mathematical experiences.
8 children were observed in multiple contexts. Focused observations, informal and formal analyzed observations
were used to collect initial data on what children know.
Staff developed a data collection tool and resources to assess children's conceptual understandings and skills for
number sense. Data was collected termly and analyzed to guide curriculum and pedagogical decisions.
Staff provided intentional teaching (subitizing amounts to 6, understand more/less/same, one-to-one number value,
counting on), in small & large groups and throughout the day utilizing knowledge of the continuum and how to move
children to the next skill. Staff utilize pedagogies that have been researched as high impact on learning, for
example, explicitly teaching the skill, generalize and practice to embed skills using fun and engaging games and
contextual activities.
Outcomes
Data collected in term 3, indicated that children had made growth from term 1. The percentage of children able to
understand the concept of more stayed the same across the year at 100%, concept of less increased by 74%,
concept of same increased by 13%, one-to-one number value increased by 11%, subitizing dice patterns increased
by 16% and counting on increased by 30%.
Next steps include the continuation of teaching number sense skills in 2022 using high impact teaching strategies
and include improving learning outcomes for spatial awareness through visual representation and mapping.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

80

80

82

82

2019

77

77

73

73

2020

67

71

67

63

2021

61

61

51

45

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

91.4%

91.9%

92.4%

88.3%

2019 centre

94.1%

88.0%

86.8%

86.4%

2020 centre

90.7%

85.0%

89.8%

91.7%

2021 centre

94.6%

92.8%

78.2%

90%

2018 state

90.8%

88.4%

88.0%

88.2%

2019 state

90.8%

88.2%

86.9%

87.6%

2020 state

89.8%

73.0%

86.3%

87.0%

2021 state

88.6%

86.5%

88.4%

85.0%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our attendance percentage was higher than the state average in semester 1, 2021. 13 children left our site at the
beginning of term 3 to attend private schools. Children did not attend the first 3 days of term 3, 2021 due to a COVID19 lockdown. Increased numbers of children were kept at home due to sickness during term 3 but attendance
increased over term 4 to 90%.

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2018

2019

2020

2021

1166 - Fulham North Primary School

2.0%

2.9%

1.5%

6.1%

996 - Kidman Park Primary School

46.0%

57.1%

60.0%

63.6%

8280 - Nazareth Cath Col Primary Campus

10.0%

2.9%

4.6%

3.0%

9040 - St Francis School

12.0%

11.4%

7.7%

9.1%

6015 - St Michael's College: Jnr School

2.0%

1.4%

3.1%

3.0%

8370 - Star of the Sea School

12.0%

11.4%

9.2%

12.1%

9089 - Whitefriars School

1.0%

0.0%

0.0%

3.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.
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Destination schools comment
There has been a steady increase in the number of children enrolling at Kidman Park Primary School and Fulham
North Primary School over the last few years. 13 children left our kindy at the end of term 2 to attend private schools
for the midyear intake.

Family opinion survey summary
Parents have confidence in the quality of teaching and learning and in the leadership of the kindy with families feeling
welcomed and included. They believe staff provided a safe environment, their children being happy and enthusiastic
about coming to our kindy. Families acknowledged the work and dedication of the staff and were grateful for the ‘above
and beyond’ work invested by staff. One comment stated, “My daughter has grown more confident and enjoys kindy
that much that she wants to go every day. She is naturally an anxious child that has found separation quite traumatic
but the staff have been instrumental in her transformation into a confident child who loves everyday spent at kindy and
we have noticed huge growth in her learning.” “Teachers share with the families the learning the children have
engaged with through the weekly reflections. It is great to see my child engaged, happy and learning. My child often
comes home and tells me what she is learning.” “The teachers at Barbara Kiker are nurturing and the kids thrive in
their care. Such a wonderful experience with a great balance in learning tasks.”

Relevant history screening
All staff, including relieving staff and some volunteers, have a current Working with Children’s Check (WWCC). The
Director is responsible for ensuring all third party providers such as cleaners and photographers are compliant with
Department for Education and ACECQA regulations.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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$30,000
$0
$44,000
$4,530
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Resourcing was used to release teachers to collect data on children's learning, purchase math resources, Children demonstrated significant growth in
purchase books for explicit teaching of rhyme and musical instruments to develop phonological
learning through explicit, intentional teaching
awareness skills.
across the year.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Resourcing was used to employ an ECW2 to support children with additional needs, screen children’s
Most children made significant progress
expressive and receptive language skills, implement learning programs, create One Plans and meet with across the year. Some children were
Speech Pathologist and families.
identified as being eligible for the speech and
language class.

Two children received resourcing for Bilingual support.
Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Children showed an improvement in English
receptive and expressive language skills.

