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Context and highlights
Golden Grove kindergarten is uniquely situated within a community which includes natural creeks and catchments 
alongside urban environs. At Golden Grove Kindergarten we value children's right to connect, care and learn from 
nature in childhood. We believe every child is a capable and competent learner. We provide children with a caring 
and active learning environment that promotes challenge, safe risk taking and learning through play. We have a 
strong focus on Nature Play and our outdoor environment replicates many natural elements, such as a dry creek 
bed, campfire area, mud patch, bamboo forest and vegetable gardens. We are located next to Golden Grove 
Primary School. 
Our preschool sessions are Monday-Thursday (8:30-3:15pm) and Fridays (8:30-11:30am). Children can attend 2 full 
days and one-half day, every alternate Friday. Families choose either our Group A (Mon/Tues) or Group B 
(Wed/Thurs) for their children to attend.  Our staff team consists of 1 Director, 1 teacher, 2 part time ECWs and a 
0.4 teacher employed using Universal Access funding, as well as 2 part-time ECW providing preschool support. 
Throughout 2022 we focused on continuous improvement towards the National Quality Standard through 
implementing systems engaging all staff in working towards our Preschool Quality Improvement Priorities. Our focus 
was on strengthening Quality Area 1: Educational Program and Practice. Enhancing pedagogical practices in 
Numeracy, with a focus on developing children’s understanding of identifying, classifying, sorting and representing 
data. 
Throughout the year children have been engaged in whole site inquiries. Our Term 1 inquiry was on “Our kindy”, 
exploring what kindy is about, investigating the kindy environment and developing relationships with others. Our 
Term 2 inquiry “Am I a Mathematician?” related to our PQIP goal, as did our Term 3 inquiry “Am I using Maths?”. 
There were many Maths and Numeracy experiences that the children were engaged in, helping children to develop 
their understanding of what maths is and building their identity as a Mathematician. Collecting, sorting, representing 
and reading data was explored, investigated and focused on through these inquiries. Our final inquiry “What is an 
idea?” built on the children‘s interest in extending on their ideas and making them visible.

The children had many opportunities to participate in a rich and authentic curriculum throughout the year. Some of 
these included:  

• Excursions to Golden Fields and Cobber Creek, located within our local community
• Outdoor Learning Morning for families to attend
• Dress up day celebrating Book Week
• Participation in the RAA Street smart program (incursion)
• Campfires in our campfire area
• Police visit
• Golden Grove Primary School Choir performances at kindy 
• Trent Hill Indigenous Performance-Dreaming Stories (incursion)
•       End of year celebration concert 

Governing council report
The Governing Council of 2022 included parents of both group A and B children who met, along with staff, twice a 
term for meetings. The first half of the year these meetings were held online due to Covid restrictions. But we were 
lucky enough to meet up at the kindergarten for the second half, which was much nicer. We started the year with a 
great chairperson who moved away and was unfortunately unable to stay at the kindy. I stepped in to fill the role for 
the remainder of the year. 
The Governing Council this year has been required to review and approve various policies, some new and some 
amended. As well as expenses that the Kindergarten wish to make for improvements or resources. Such as, a 
washing machine, office shelving, painting the internal of the building, installing outdoor fans for when the children 
eat lunch and fixing a leak in the roof. 
We carried out fundraising by selling Jolly Soles Socks which the whole kindy got involved in by taking boxes of 
socks to sell or by buying some bright coloured socks to wear. We were able to raise $324 to donate to Backpacks 4
 Kids SA, which was a great effort. We had discussed a second fundraiser through Picture Plates, where the 
children’s artwork can be printed onto plates and mugs but that didn’t eventuate. We were a bit limited early in the 
year with what we were able to do due to unpredictable Covid restrictions, but we are glad we managed some 
fundraising.  
I have enjoyed being part of the Governing Council this year, it is a great opportunity to meet other parents and to 
have a more in-depth insight into what our children do at Kindy. I wish the Kindy and next year's Governing Council 
all the best. 

Joanne Kuhndt (Chairperson 2022)
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our 2022 goal was “To develop children’s understanding of identifying, classifying, sorting and representing data.” 
(Quality Area 1: Educational Program and Practice)
Our 2022 challenge of practice was: If we plan for and provide scaffolded data learning experiences, then we will 
develop children’s understanding of identifying, classifying, sorting and representing data.
 Some of the actions we undertook included:
• Engaging in collegiate, reflective, and ongoing professional learning and development funded by the site and 
using a Primary Maths 
        Association consultant to provide professional development and mentoring. Utilizing our 4 Pupil Free Days to 
facilitate our 
        professional development and learning and being supported by our Early Childhood Leader as a critical friend. 
• Strengthening Educators’ knowledge and understanding of the mathematical content of data and embedding our 
new learnings into 
        our practice.
• Intentionally designing and providing opportunities, experiences and resources that support children to notice, sort, 
classify and 
        represent data.  
• Modelling and building on children’s data language and vocabulary through routines and daily interactions.
• Engaging in shared sustained thinking and using strategic questioning with children to support them to identify, 
sort, classify and 
        represent data within the learning environment. 

Educators have worked as a strong collaborative team, building their capacity and confidence in this area, and 
consolidated their new learnings gained through professional development and readings, and are embedding these 
into their practice. Data experiences have become part of our daily routines ie children using data to choose swings 
for the week. Educators have been more intentional in their planning of data experiences and providing a learning 
environment and resources that promote, support and foster children’s development of their ability to analyse, read 
and organize the data in their world. Educators have noticed children engaging in more data experiences 
independently. Children are using collection strategies such as tallying as a way of representing data and are using 
data collected to inform their decision making, ie in group games. Children are using data language within their play 
and conversations. Children are more collaborative and engaging in shared sustained thinking experiences and 
applying a wide range of thinking strategies, such as problem-solving, exploration, inquiry, investigation and 
experimentation as they engage with activities developing their mathematical understanding of data. Through their 
experimentation and play the children have demonstrated their ability to, sort, identify, classify and represent data in 
everyday experiences. Our data from our pedagogical documentation, educators’ observations and Early Years 
Learning Framework observational data tool indicates that children’s data awareness, ability to collect, read and 
represent data has grown and that we have achieved our 2022 goal.
We continue to strengthen our understanding of cultural competency through professional development, developing 
relationships with families and intentionally planning a culturally diverse environment. An acknowledgement of 
country is given by the children every day and this has become an embedded routine. We have introduced Kaurna 
words, through songs and stories, and purchased Indigenous resources to support the curriculum.

Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2019 68 67 65 69

2020 65 N/A 65 63

2021 63 62 58 58

2022 66 66 61 61
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2019 2020 2021 2022

1848 - Golden Grove Primary School 88.2% 91.8% 84.3% 95.9%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2022 collection.

A large percentage of our children go to Golden Grove Primary School, which is our major feeder school and is 
located next door. In 2022, 95.9% of our families indicated that their children would be going to Golden Grove Primary 
school, which is a higher percentage than  previous years. Over the years we have worked closely with Golden Grove 
Primary School educators and developed a transition process ie visits to the school library, that supports children and 
families with their transition from kindy into school.  

Destination schools comment

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2019 centre 92.0% 90.3% 91.3% 88.1%

2020 centre 92.7% 92.3% 87.9%

2021 centre 87.4% 82.2% 88.8% 89.2%

2022 centre 83.4% 78.3% 80.8%  89.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.8% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 83.6% 86.2% 87.2%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.6% 85.6%

2022 state 84.9% 79.8% 80.3% 77.5%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendances are collected in the 'reference weeks' (weeks 2 & 3 of each term).  Our attendances have remained 
steady, with the usual illnesses occurring throughout the year impacting on our attendances. This year due to COVID 
and the restrictions in place, there have been more absences than in previous years, especially in Terms 2 and 3. A 
number of children were absent because either they or a family member had COVID, and parents kept their children 
home even if they only had mild cold and flu symptoms. 

Attendance at Preschool is not compulsory but is highly desirable and encouraged. We regularly promote and highlight 
to families the importance of children attending kindergarten, regarding their learning and development, in an effort to 
improve our attendances.  Our site's attendance is similar to the State averages.
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Family opinion survey summary
Families are encouraged to provide us with feedback about our curriculum and events throughout the year. In 2022, we 
used an online survey program on Teams to collect feedback from our families relating to certain events and aspects 
of our curriculum. Overall, these responses were positive. Comments on our excursions included “Good, fantastic. It 
was awesome. The children did a good job, especially with the walking there and back. It was very successful, the 
children were very involved exploring. It was really good. It was really fun, even with the rain. Good to see the children 
being creative and good seeing the children interact with the staff.” Comments regarding our Outdoor Learning 
Morning “I appreciated the opportunity to share some time at kindy and meet other parents. It was nice and it felt 
relaxed. It was nice to chat to the educator. Really enjoyed the scavenger hunt activity. It was a really nice morning. It 
was great to explore and experience the kids in their learning and play environment.” Feedback on our new Newsletter 
online format was sought “Love reading it and seeing photos of the kids. Love the newsletter love the photos. It’s hard 
to get out of most kids what they’ve been doing at kindy so I really look forward to reading it. Much prefer the online 
version.” We have also asked families to provide us with feedback about the information they have received about 
children’s learning “Thank you for the feedback about their learning. Loves coming to kindy. It was great to see how 
much learning she had done in one term. I absolutely loved reading the learning story. Thank you for sharing this 
lovely piece of learning with us. We loved reading the learning story. J loves making at kindy so much we recently set 
up a craft area at home, including his favourite a hot glue gun. Thank you for giving him the opportunity to develop his 
interest in this area.”

This year COVID restrictions have impacted on some families’ feelings of connectedness and belonging to our kindy, 
and this was reflected in the DfE online parent survey which 25 families completed. Moving forward we will focus on 
working with families to investigate different ways to strengthen our partnership with them.

We have processes in place to ensure that all staff's relevant clearances are up to date. All staff have valid DCSI or 
Working with Children Checks (WWCC). The Director ensures that our contract gardener, finance officer, cleaners and 
visitors providing a service e.g. performers, have valid DCSI or WWCC. Parents who volunteer on excursions have a 
child at the kindy. These volunteers are given information about their roles, responsibilities, and expectations before 
attending any excursions. All Governing Council members participate in RRHAN-EC training for volunteers.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $508,881
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $30,809
Other $3,864

Financial statement
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2022 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2022 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding has supported staff to engage in and access a range of targeted professional learning and 
development opportunities on Numeracy and Literacy. This year our focus has been on numeracy, and 
the mathematical content area of data.  We employed a PMA consultant to facilitate some of our 
professional development.

Educators’ capacity has developed, and they 
have a deeper understanding and are more 
confident in delivering an effective numeracy 
program, in particular in the area of data, 
resulting in improved outcomes for children.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding for this program was used to support a number of children throughout the year. Seven children 
were supported to develop their speech and language skills through speech programs provided from 
DfE or private speech pathologists. Six children received support to develop their communication, social, 
gross and fine motor skills. Five children were supported to develop language skills through small group 
experiences. Five One plans were written.

Individual Learning Plans and goals were 
regularly reviewed and evaluated. Over the 
year all children showed progress towards 
their goals.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


