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Context and highlights
Mitcham Village Kindergarten (MVK) is a stand-alone preschool situated in the historic precinct of Mitcham Village. 
The building has historic significance and comprises of several rooms and large verandah creating a stimulating 
learning environment for children. A spacious, tree shaded outdoor area provides opportunities for children to 
engage with nature and has an abundance of wildlife. The preschool location, closeness to major roads leading to 
the city and a range of public and private schools, makes it an appealing choice for prospective families.
The majority of children attending MVK are English speaking and of Anglo-Australian descent. Other cultures 
families identified with include: Chinese, Greek, Sinhalese, Italian & Polish. Family structures within MVK are mainly 
two parents with at least one parent employed full time and a second parent working part time or studying. 

The preschool operates as a part time centre offering families continuity for their child’s learning and development. 
There is an option to access additional care in the morning from 8.30-9.00 am and after care from 3.00-3.30 pm. A 
charge is made for these extra times. Many of the children attend local early childhood facilities and others have 
care providers such as grandparents.

COVID restrictions have minimized the number of outside learning experiences originally planned for. However, the 
children have participated in a range of learning opportunities made possible through our Brownhill Creek visits, 
Patch Theatre excursion and Nature Play SA excursion at Wittunga. We were also excited to be able to host our 
end of year graduation celebrations with our immediate families.

Governing council report
Mitcham Kindergarten provided learning through multiple avenues. Learning and development was achieved 
through play, exploration and self- discovery. The curriculum involved patterning, numeracy and measurement just 
to name a few. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about silk worms, bees and butterflies. The children also 
became little chefs in the kitchen making delicious bread and muffins.
The permanent shade cover over the mud kitchen was successfully achieved during the year. The Maintenance of 
the building included having the roof cleaned, the hallway walls patched, carpet removed and walls freshly painted.
There was an excursion each term that the children were able to attend. The excursions included our Brownhill 
Creek visits, Patch Theatre excursion and Nature Play SA excursion at Wittunga. Having a coach bus come to the 
kindy to take the children on their excursion and being able to go on these events with their friends had the children 
very excited.  In term 4 a beautiful graduation ceremony was held with our immediate families.

There was a lockdown period due to COVID which was the beginning of term 3. The children luckily only missed out 
on one week of kindy. We were lucky enough that after that lockdown week apart from changing the pickup and 
drop off routine and adults wearing masks kindergarten was able to resume as normal.

There was an excursion each term that the children were able to attend. The excursions included our Brownhill 
Creek visits, Patch Theatre excursion and Nature Play SA excursion at Wittunga. Having a coach bus come to the 
kindy to take the children on their excursion and being able to go on these events with their friends had the children 
very excited.  In term 4 a beautiful graduation ceremony was held with our immediate families.

The families and governing council members made the year extremely enjoyable. The kindy staff were absolutely 
wonderful in nurturing, teaching and supporting our children throughout the year. It was a pleasure to watch the 
children grow and develop throughout this past year to become confident and independent. Hoping that 2022 brings 
the same learning experiences and enjoyment to the new kindergarten children.  
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal was to improve children’s recognition and consistent use of patter in numeracy, speech and language. Our 
numeric focus has been on patterning together with phonological awareness as our Literacy focus. Through 
observations and formative assessment, children developed listening and speaking skills in recognizing and 
creating syllables, recognizing and producing rhyming patterns, recognizing and separating the first phoneme in a 
syllable (initial sounds in words), recognize, create and produce repeating sequences in pattern and use specific 
language. This was our second year working on this goal and thus staff were able to thoroughly embed a shared 
and consistent approach to the development and implementation of a phonological and patterning process, 
enabling the children’s patterning ability numeracy, speech and language to improve. Spotting underlying patterns is 
important for identifying many different kinds of mathematical relationships. It underpins memorization of the 
counting sequence and understanding number operations. Developing patterning awareness has involved 
understanding that patterns are sequences governed by a rule and that the same pattern can be found in many 
different forms. We introduced the concepts of ‘repeating patterns’ and ‘unit of repeat’ and explored the difference 
between a pattern and a design. We used provocation questions like ‘What is a Pattern?’ to gather children’s initial 
understandings in this area. This information was then used to help scaffold children’s learning further. The children 
explored visual, auditory, temporal, numerical and movement patterns. Some of these included exploring and 
noticing patterns in their environment and sharing their observations with their peers. 

Phonological Awareness is the awareness of sounds and are how they come together to make words. Children 
develop phonological awareness skills in a sequential pattern which include the ability to rhyme, segment words into 
syllables and single sounds, blend sounds together, identify sounds in different positions in words and manipulate 
sounds within words. Phonological awareness is a key early competency of emergent and proficient reading and 
writing. Patterning experiences provided for the children which included; syllables (drumming/tapping experiences, 
sound track game and clapping), Rhyming (story books, rhyming objects for matching, story table books with 
adjuncts, songs/games); Initial Sounds (initial sound of own name and names of peers, bingo game, sorting objects, 
alliteration, songs and books). Challenges were also sent home to families so that they could extend the learning at 
home. 
Critical factors for success has been using consistency of language, for all educators to use the same 
processes/elements in data collection, constant collaboration and reflection of practice, writing up detailed ‘analysis 
of learning’ to assist with next steps in stretching children further and clarify/refine the effectiveness of ‘data 
collection’ tasks as some were not useful. Overall, 80% of our children demonstrated a strong and confident ability 
to replicate patterns, clap our 1-5 syllable words correctly, identify rhyming and initial sounds. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 35 35 34 33

2019 39 39 41 41

2020 22 N/A 25 24

2021 24 24 24 23

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

524 - Belair Primary School 0.0% 3.1% 0.0% 10.0%
723 - Colonel Light Gardens Primary School 14.0% 3.1% 0.0% 5.0%
270 - Mitcham Primary School 47.0% 59.4% 66.7% 65.0%
9037 - St Joseph's School - Kingswood 11.0% 9.4% 4.8% 15.0%
413 - Stirling East Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 90.8% 96.3% 93.3% 95.0%

2019 centre 93.8% 96.4% 94.1% 96.0%

2020 centre 97.2% 96.0% 95.0%

2021 centre 94.0% 84.2% 95.3%  99%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
The attendance data indicates high attendance rates throughout 2021. The families at Mitcham Village Kindergarten 
value continuity of learning and are committed to ensuring their child attends regularly. There are some children who 
only utilized 12 hours of Preschool a week due to other commitments. Sickness is the main reason for absentees. The 
attendance rates are very similar to the past two years and remain above the state average for each term in 2021. 
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Family opinion survey summary
2021 Parent Comments Include:

• I am always informed about what the children are learning at kindy. The Kindy is managed very well with lots of input 
from families.
• Covid has changed a few things this year and I think parent involvement is probably a bit lower due to that. I have 
always felt comfortable approaching staff and I feel confident that if I wanted to be more involved, I would be 
welcomed.
• My child is thriving at Mitcham Village Kindergarten, we are so happy we chose to send her there! The staff are so 
lovely and approachable and my daughter has developed some beautiful relationships with the staff.
• I particularly want to thank the Director for making us feel welcome and assisting my child developmentally this year.
• We couldn't be happier with Mitcham Village Kindergarten. Having had 2 other kids go to different kindergartens we 
are so pleased with 
this year. The staff are nurturing, supportive and create a great learning environment. They are inclusive and 
welcoming to all. Facilities are excellent.
• The Principal Irene, does an awesome job, managing the kindy and is excellent with ALL the children. The way she 
respects them and treats them lovingly, like they're little people, is very endearing. The other teacher Liesl and 
teachers helper Taetia, are great too.
• I believe Mitcham village kindergarten has a strong focus on communication which builds great relationships.

All Criminal Screening certificates for educators, gardener, cleaner etc. are checked for compliance (DCSI).  Copies of 
certificates are kept on file for staff to access. All criminal history screening certificates are checked for expiry dates. All 
persons holding a clearance other than DSCI wishing to work/volunteer at Mitcham Village Kindergarten are not 
permitted until a Screening through DCSI is approved. All parents wishing to volunteer must complete RRHAN-EC 
training for volunteers. 

Relevant history screening

Mitcham Village Kindergarten feeds into a large number of public and private schools. Mitcham Primary School 
remains the main DFE feeder school.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $295,202
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $28,157
Other $1,464

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Numeracy and Literacy goal: to improve children’s recognition and consistent use of pattern in 
numeracy, speech and language. We worked collaboratively with Early Year’s Educator and Continuity of 
Transition PD group with a focus on phonological awareness. 

Educators have extended their knowledge  
and skills in pattering and phonological 
awareness.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Six children accessed preschool support in 2021 for speech and language difficulties, global 
developmental  delay,, social, emotional, toileting and ASD support. There have also been a number of 
children who have required extra support with fine/gross motor development, number recognition and 
phonological awareness. 

These children have made steady progress.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Unfortunately we couldn’t secure a bi-lingual support worker. -

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


