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Context and highlights
Vale Park Preschool provides an inclusive early childhood program for 88, 3, 4, and 5-year-old children, where
children are in engaged in diverse play-based experiences which extend their understanding of themselves and
their world.
Thirty-two families are identified as having different
cultural backgrounds other than Australian and thirteen of these children received support through the Bilingual
Support Program. Children were supported with Gujarati, Nepalese, Sinhalese, Malayalam, Telugu, Tamil,
Mandarin, and Punjabi languages.
Fourteen children received additional preschool ECW support for learning, speech, social and behavioural needs
through the Inclusive Education Support Funding. One child of Aboriginal background attended in term 4 and will be
continuing at preschool in 2022.
Nature play learning has engaged the children in many different authentic activities. The children built on their ability
to become more independent and creative in their play. Activities included potion-making, digging pit, mud kitchen,
wood whittling, looking for living things, and fortnightly campfires in Term 3.
Self-regulation for children has been an important part of this year and the nature play garden has been calming
and productive for each child.
Highlights of 2021 included
- Cultural celebrations with parents speaking to children
- Families cultural cooking with the children
- Celebrated Chinese New Year, Holi, Harmony Day, Easter, Diwali, and Christmas
- Family Reading Month - family participation in literacy
- Meet and Greet – parents and teacher conversations
- Stay and Play – family morning
- Harmony week
- Family Sunday Fun Day
- Nature play campfires
- End of year graduation
Incursions/excursions
- Nature play incursion with Sally Cook.
- Trent Hill (Aboriginal) Incursions
- Visits to Vale Park School for gardening -terms 2 & 3
- Scientific Circus and bubble show
- Rusted Tin(aboriginal) Incursion
- “Shared Learning” with Vale Park Primary. Preschool children learn with the school children in the three different
preschool and school areas.
Professional development
- Sally cook – nature play
- Rusted Tin – Aboriginal culture
- Natural learning – pedagogical documentation
- You Can Do It program
Jo Faher - Literacy consultant
PLC's (Professional Learning Comminities
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Governing council report
Thank you very much for the honour, Vicki, and the entire staff of Pre School for giving me this opportunity to me to
be a part of Governing Council.
As compared to last year, this year was much better as far as attendance at Pre-school. I believe we all have learnt
ways to keep ourselves safe during these COVID times.
43 children were enrolled - Monday/Tuesday group and 37 children were enrolled -Wednesday/ Thursday group.
Currently, 30 families are registered with Pre School from culturally diverse backgrounds. Preschool programs help
children learn through play. Through play, children develop communication, social, physical, problem-solving, and
creative skills. Model and promote behaviour that values diversity demonstrates respect for and inclusion of all
children, and promotes a positive learning environment, explicitly teach children about safe and inclusive
behaviours, and the core values of service.
The key updates for the preschool this year have been:
- Playground soft fall was refilled
- Artificial lawn has been rejuvenated
- Rubber soft fall laid down in nature garden
- Asbestos removal and new TV wall replaced for interactive studies
- Nature play fence bamboo screening installed
- Blinds has been installed
Curriculum
- PQIP goals were aligned in literacy and numeracy. Collaboratively reviewed the PQIP strengths throughout the
year
- Inquiries - Who am I and How do I belong? This is our place. What is our story?
- ‘You Can Do It’ – social-emotional learning program.
- Small group work STEM, numeracy, and literacy.
- Providing ways of communicating with parents – seesaw/floor books/emails
As a parent, the most positive comments are:
- This preschool has all the methods, facilities, and curriculum for children’s learning.
- I strongly believe my child is motivated to learn at this preschool.
- My child has access to quality materials and resources that help him/her to learn.
- I feel welcome at this preschool.
- There is a broad variety of communications that inform me about this preschool.
- I believe that if I have concerns or suggestions, the preschool will respond appropriately.
- I am encouraged to be involved in preschool in all kinds of ways.
- Overall, I am satisfied with the preschools planning.
The Pre-school has always provided an opportunity to reflect on and improve the communication process where
families and educators share information about children's progress and achievement.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Looking back on previous years the PQIP goal has been similar however has now become more specific. This has
been due to our site consisting of EALD (English as an additional language or dialect) families which has involved
different complexities in implementing our PQIP. Due to a larger number of EALD children focus continued with oral
language and communication through to multi-literacies. Literacy goal - To strengthen children's oral language and
communication skills to connect with their world. Numeracy goal - To strengthen children's capacity, confidence,
and dispositions to use quantification language and concepts and to demonstrate their understanding through play.
We embedded our inquiry learning through the PQIP goals in literacy and numeracy, in large and small group work
and play. ensuring authentically and deeper engagement.
Embedding intentional teaching through interactions in the environment ensured opportunities for sensory,
exploratory, social, symbolic/pretend play in an enriched physical environment. Recognising spontaneous teachable
moments as they occur and use them to build on their learning was embedded within our program to scaffold and
extend children’s learning, supporting their growth.
Risk taking for children and educators is evident. Children are given the opportunity to make the preschool space
their own through experimenting with changes in the environment that is child centred and values children’s voice.
Children’s identity as learners increased and children confidently engaged in collaborative experiences where they
demonstrated their critical thinking, creativity and persistence skills, and communicated their thinking through
drawing, speaking, creating objects and by using technology.
Our main Inquiry: “This is our place. What is our story”. There was a focus on developing children’s dispositions for
learning including problem solving, collaboration and communication skills.
Small group literacy projects supported children in inquiry, author studies, phonological awareness and concepts of
print including bookmaking. Small group work in numeracy developed the children's confidence, engagement, and
authenticity of learning, understanding quantification concepts to share their thinking and learning and to solve
problems. We have also focused on ‘child protection curriculum ’ and ‘You Can Do It’ program. Children furthered
embedded their understanding of Kaurna culture. This was integrated into our learning through our Kaurna
acknowledgement, where we live and mapping our community.
Next steps are to continue our learning journey and focus on strengthening children’s language and multi-literacies
skills to represent their world symbolically through play. Educators will further develop strategies to enrich receptive
and expressive language through symbolic play to increase their language skills. Building educator capacity to
scaffold symbolic play to extend children's receptive and expressive language using the principles of slow
pedagogy. Educators will continue use the current Acknowledgement of Country to build children's understanding of
Kaurna culture and Australian history. To further increase educator awareness of how to support children’s ability to
self-regulate their body to enable them to develop a positive learner identity.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

85

87

85

83

2019

88

87

85

87

2020

88

N/A

86

86

2021

78

79

78

82

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

92.1%

95.1%

89.7%

92.5%

2019 centre

87.4%

91.7%

92.6%

95.1%

2020 centre

92.9%

92.1%

91.9%

2021 centre

91.8%

85.1%

89.7%

90.7%

2018 state

90.8%

88.4%

88.0%

88.2%

2019 state

90.8%

88.2%

86.9%

87.6%

2020 state

89.8%

73.0%

86.3%

87.0%

2021 state

88.6%

86.5%

88.4%

85.0%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance was generally high throughout the year. Children's attendance is impacted by illness, family holidays and
pupil free days.
We manage non-attendance through open communication with families, highlighting the importance of regular
attendance for their child's development. Families are contacted seeking information about the reasons for the child's
ongoing non-attendance and we discuss how the preschool can support the child's attendance.
Parent handbook and newsletters are some ways we reinforce with families the importance of regular attendance.

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2018

2019

2020

2021

1036 - East Adelaide School

4.0%

2.8%

4.2%

4.2%

9031 - St Martin's Catholic Primary School

1.0%

1.4%

2.8%

7.0%

967 - Vale Park Primary School

78.0%

84.5%

80.3%

74.7%

457 - Walkerville Primary School

3.0%

4.2%

4.2%

4.2%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.
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Destination schools comment
Children continue to attend a variety of public and private schools, The data collected at the beginning of the year
represents where families would like their child to attend but not necessarily that they will get into that school.
Vale Park Primary is the first preference for many parents however the number of children attending was less due to
families not in the catchment area.

Family opinion survey summary
The parent opinion is one way we collect parent feedback about Vale Park preschools quality teaching and learning,
support of learning, and leadership and decision making. Our parent community is an integral part of building and
maintaining strong relationships and positive communication between children, educators, and parents.
In 2021 only 15 families out of 80 responded to the survey. COVID has still impacted on some of the responses, as
families' involvement through the year has been restricted. The majority of responses fell into agree and strongly
agree categories. Areas of improvement have been shared and followed up with educators and the Governing
Council.

Relevant history screening
Department Relevant Screening requires all employees, Governing Council members, volunteers, work experience
students, university students, and third party providers are required to provide a copy of their DSCI relevant screening.
They are filed as hard copies.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Educators were supported through extra staffing to work with children in small groups. Professional
development was accessed through Pupil free days and an online courses. Additional resources were
purchased to support the children's learning.

Children developed their language and
communication skills. This was evident in
literacy and numeracy small groups where
children confidently interacted within the
group.

Children received additional support with speech programs, social skills, and behavioral needs. Some
support was small group work and other support was one-to-one support.

Children showed development and
confidence in the area of speech and
behaviour as educators were able to
consistently work with the children.

Inclusive Education Support Program

There was not additional funding,

Educators observed children and identified their language needs. Billingual workers were selected to
support these children one to one and in small groups.
Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Children gained a better understanding of
preschool routines and developed their
confidence in the English language.

