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Context and highlights
The service is a stand-alone Department for Education (DfE) preschool with an enrolment cap of 44 children. This 
means we have a maximum of 22 children attending each day. There is a small car park on site and limited street 
parking on Snows Road. The preschool operated during school terms. 
There is a full time director, 2 part time teachers and part time early childhood worker (ECW). We employ other 
teachers and ECW's as required.
The preschool is part of the DfE Mt Lofty Partnership of schools and preschools. The preschool utilizes DfE 
approved closure days per year to review the quality improvement plan and participate in professional literacy and 
numeracy training and development linked to the implementation of the plan. 
A playgroup is offered on Friday mornings from 9.00 am to 10.30 am and is facilitated by the ECW.
Our highlights included:
Our centre based family picnic for parents/ caregivers to engage with the staff and make connections with the 
preschool community. Our excursion to Cleland was the highlight in April with parents and grandparents attending 
with the preschool children and some younger siblings. We had a wonderful bus trip which is always a highlight for 
the children. We enjoyed 2 educational sessions, meeting the koalas up close, feeding kangaroos, wallabies and 
potoroos, howling like dingoes and enjoying the picnic grounds for snack time and our lunch break. We were able to 
take 5 parents with us to the SA Art Gallery. The Art Show was a fantastic celebration of the children’s learning 
journey and knowledge of the different art forms they had explored during the term. The feedback was encouraging 
with many comments impressed with the children’s abilities. 
Parent participation in the program when COVID 19 restrictions allowed us toto learn more about space travel, the 
earth’s crust and the different types of mushrooms in the hills. Incursions: Term 1 Harold the Giraffe. Term 4 Dance 
lessons and a disco in November.
92% participation of parents in Parent / teacher conversations with an individual learning plan for each child to 
monitor and track children's learning and engagement and gain parent contributions.
Jack Buckskin’s Welcome to Country at the end of year celebration and graduation which was a wonderful 
experience for children, parents and staff. 

Governing council report
The 2021 Governing Council was represented by a mix of kindergarten and playgroup families, all engaged in 
supporting the direction setting, planning and execution of minor projects to enrich the kindergarten experience for 
the attending children.

As with 2020, COVID presented a few challenges but also created opportunities to rethink the way the governing 
council and the kindergarten functioned to accommodate social distancing while still delivering to the needs of the 
children.

The governing council reviewed and supported a number of projects during the year, including resurfacing of the 
staff and children’s bathroom floors, new carpet tiles and carpet mats throughout, a sliding door screen plus a 
number of upgrades outside such as additional shade blinds, the planting of bamboo screening along the rear fence 
line, a refreshed soft fall area with log edging and full replacement of the sand in the much loved sandpit. 

One of the governing council members, an Occupational Therapist worked closely with Catriona to devise, prepare 
and win a parents in education grant of $3500 for their “Hop, Skip, Jump” project which will be delivered this year.

The annual art show was a huge success and the key fundraising activity for 2021. Following a paired down event in 
2020, it was an excellent opportunity for the SEK community to come together for a fun evening, delighting in the 
children's artistic endeavours which were again on show with the Pre-Christmas tea towels fundraiser, featuring 
self-portraits of the children.

The “class of 2021” was closed out with the end of year graduation picnic and Christmas celebrations, our final 
opportunity to bring everyone together to reflect upon a wonderful year of learning for the children and their families. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal One: To ensure that all children have learning experiences that produce rich mathematical thinking in problem 
solving, trial and error and creativity.    
The impact on children’s learning
As many of the children were familiar with 11-20 we extended our focus to include this. We provided activities that 
supported children subitising to 5, confidently counting one to one to 10, several children were able to go well 
beyond this with one child going to 68. Documentation of this learning was kept and cross referenced to children’s 
ILP where relevant. In the term break we sent home number cards 0-20 x 2 packs with a list of suggested games 
families could play with their child. The feedback was positive with parents reporting increased interest and 
engagement in number learning by their child. Children were observed using number more in their play and 
counting objects as part of the process in a natural way.
We continued to engage children with many numeracy activities and repeated the learning offered for the focus 
group to all the children enrolled. At the end of term 2 we sent home more number pack cards with activities for 
parents to try during the holidays.
The group time restructure was very successful. A numeracy table was established and the children engaged with a 
new numeracy activity each week. Children were working in small groups supporting their numeracy learning and 
numeral identification. Many children were identifying numbers well into the 60’s and beyond and they demonstrated 
they understood the values. Some children were now counting by 10’s and many children are verbally doing simple 
addition and subtraction problems.
Evidence included: Learning stories documented children’s use of 10 frames, mathematical language used to 
describe colour infusion and reaction/movement in milk, food dye and detergent. Language using composition, 
placement of items, following a process and sequence, children signing in against the numbers 1 – 33 and following 
the sequence, 3D constructions in B-Bot and the City of Peru, 2D construction of the multimedia and procedural 
drawing, noticing in still life, noticing in marble run, height variations in, movement, speed of balls. Loose part play: 
weighing, sorting, classifying, positional creations, number counting. Threading, pattern making with beads. 
Recycling of rubbish, sorting and classifying, introduction of recycle bottle to fill. 
Goal Two: Supporting all children to increase their understanding of Aboriginal culture and perspectives within the 
context of our preschool and local community.
The impact on children's learning
The children’s understanding and commitment to say the acknowledgement of country each day was amazing. The 
children were recorded saying the acknowledgement and this has been shared at Partnership level to open 
meetings.The children had a strong knowledge that they play and learn on Kaurna land. They were talking about 
Kaurna land, painting pictures and narrating their pictures as Kaurna land. Bush tucker was a strong focus in our 
garden and in cooking experiences. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 38 36 40 41

2019 36 31 31 32

2020 41 N/A 37 37

2021 40 39 39 39

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 89.9% 95.4% 89.7% 89.9%

2019 centre 76.2% 95.0% 90.8% 81.6%

2020 centre 98.7% 96.6% 96.8%

2021 centre 89.2% 89.1% 94.9%  91%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our attendance was relatively stable during 2021 given the impacts of COVID 19. Our attendance continued to be 
above the state average which is a reflection on the value of early childhood education in our community. 

Term               1            2            3           4 
2018 centre   89.9%   95.4%   89.7%   89.9%
2019 centre   76.2%   95.0%   90.8%   81.6%
2020 centre   98.7%   96.6%   96.8%   N/A
2021 centre   89.2%   89.1%   94.9%   91%

2018 state     90.8%   88.4%   88.0%   88.2%
2019 state     90.8%   88.2%   86.9%   87.6%
2020 state     89.8%   73.0%   86.3%   87.0%
2021 state     88.6%   86.5%   88.4%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data supplied by DfE
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

413 - Stirling East Primary School 79.0% 80.7% 81.1% 91.7%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
Comments       Quality of teaching and learning
The learning seems natural - as if happening by osmosis! I'm sure this is very deliberate, but very clever!
Q3 was hard to answer because "expectation to learn" sounds quite forceful and strict. I feel like kindy is a year of 
educational play and this centre does that well. My child is learning a lot, but I would feel comfortable with a strong 
sense of "expectation to learn".
I think that my child is incredibly lucky to have such a wonderful, safe and exciting learning environment. Our post 
kindy conversations leaves me no doubt that he is learning so much and having a fabulous time while learning!

Comments      Leadership and decision making
Keep doing what you are doing, it's great, thanks.

Comments     Relationships and communication
There hasn't been anything to discuss, but I'm sure if anything arose we would have no trouble discussing where 
needed. 
Teachers and support staff are all very approachable and know my child well. Communication is clear and open.
COVID has made it tricky as only one parent could come in but I think we are all getting use to this now.

Comments     Support of learning 
My child is very happy at kindy and enjoys it - the most important thing to us.
My child is comfortable in gaining support from educators when needed from what I gather and he feels very safe and 
comfortable in the environment.
My child has been supported emotionally to gain confidence, which in turn has supported their learning.

We had 85% of the Parent Surveys returned.

All Department for Education staff have up to date screening as per their employment conditions. 
Visiting educators provide their Working with Children Check as requested.
The cleaning contractors and gardener supply a Working with Children Check to the director as required. 
Other contractors were managed by Spotless who are responsible for ensuring their staff have relevant checks in 
place. 

Relevant history screening

Intended destination from Preschool
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018     2019      2020      2021
413 - Stirling East Primary School        79.0%   80.7%   81.1%    91.7%
NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.
Other schools that children enrolled in were Aldgate Primary and Athelstone Primary, Glen Osmond Primary.

Destination schools comment
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Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $415,624
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $37,900
Other $9,142

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding allowed staff to attend the 5 day ORBIS Numeracy training and purchase relevant resources to 
support children’s learning. 

This supported our numeracy focus and 
depended the learning for the children and 
staff. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding was used to support children with speech and language needs in small groups and individually. This was supported by programs being 
provided by speech pathologists. 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

30 hours of bilingual support were funded for a non-English speaking child. This is supplemented from 
centre funding with a further 25 hours. 

This lead to the child being able to fully 
engage within the preschool program. 

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


