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Context and highlights
Our kindergarten is on Kaurna native-titled land and our community strongly supports our collaborative teaching 
with Elder Uncle Tamaru. Children, educators and families are deepening their knowledge of Kaurna culture, 
language, and lore at kindy and regular bush kindy sessions in Belair National Park (BNP). Through our program, 
children increase positive emotional and physical well- being, respect for nature, sustainability practices, and STEM 
thinking. This year we organized a language workshop for the portfolio with Jack Buckskin. Our vocabulary of 
Kaurna words is growing and embedded into our literacy program. Our RAP was published through 
Narragunnawali. With parent reps, we established a Reconciliation Garden on our Council verge to share the 
children’s knowledge of bush tucker and medicine plants with our wider community. A Woolworths grant funded this 
project.  
2021 saw continued impacts of Covid 19 protocols on the program, but we were able to achieve most of our 
planned experiences for children. We had one lockdown and used our new IT skills to connect with families via You 
Tube videos made by our educators. These were well received. Fortunately, we were able to run our bush kindy 
sessions, excursions to Monarto Zoo, Patch Theatre, Colebrook Reconciliation Park and Warriparinga, and the Art 
Gallery. Our socially distanced, Numeracy night walk was a highlight for children and parents. We also held 2 family 
celebrations and mini art shows at the end of the year in BNP.  Playgroup was held in terms 3 & 4 with a max of 24 
socially distanced families accommodated. Our transition visits for 2022 children were achieved with adult distancing 
in place. We are confident that we can deal with the pandemic restrictions while providing a rich and engaging 
program to all children. The educator team continues to be exemplary in their positive attitude and flexibility in 
adapting to the constant changes and restrictions brought by the fluctuating Covid19 situation. “Excellent clear 
timely communication.” “Felt very supported in lockdown. Was great to have access to what is usually learnt in 
kindy.” “Really liked the online program”. Parent comments.  
Curriculum highlights included our RAP launch with Natalie Gentle from Reconciliation Australia; The Orbis 
Numeracy Project engaged the whole team in professional development and resulted in excellent outcomes for 
children.  Results were shared with portfolio leaders, teachers and ECWs as well as parents.

Governing council report
The 2021 staff at SDK provided our children with a rich learning program responsive to children’s interests and 
needs and connected to community. The environment they created, along with engaging learning experiences 
provided is something for which all families are grateful. The improvement to facilities with the flooring and cupboard 
upgrades also benefited educators and learners at SDK.
The many animals visiting from the Nature Education Centre throughout the year and the expertise provided by 
family and community members were enriching. These included Aboriginal weaving, Chinese New Year 
celebrations, a variety of musical experiences and the Red Cross Fire Safety Pillow program. 
Incursions and excursions were extensive and enriched the learning experiences for children. Some of these 
included a Night Walk with families, which was particularly enjoyable, and excursions to Monarto Zoo, the Art 
Gallery and Colebrook Reconciliation Park, which enhanced the learning the children engaged in throughout the 
year.
It was exciting to see the Reconciliation/Bush Tucker garden eventuate, linking the deep cultural perspectives and 
respect promoted at Stirling District Kindergarten reflected in their RAP. Bush Kindy in terms 2 and 3 provided 
authentic opportunities for children to connect to country in their local environment. 
The fundraising that connected to community throughout the year was significant. Two particular events stand out: 
The Stirling Market stall, raising money for the bandicoots and supporting the Friends of Belair National Park, and 
the Art Show which was a culmination of the children’s creativity, learning and growth. 
The strength of SDK is the relationships developed with the children and community, and connections made to 
authentic learning. On behalf of the Governing Council, we offer our sincere thanks to the staff of Stirling District 
Kindergarten.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal 1: Enable children to deepen their mathematical thinking and creative problem- solving skills in play. 
Progress was made by all children, evidenced in floor books and summative reporting against Indicators of 
Preschool numeracy. Patterning, Rube Goldberg machines and marble runs were all child led inquiries. 
Metacognitive language was a focus of intentional teaching. 
Parent comments: “J has loved all the creative and diverse activities offered, flourished in his interest to learning. J 
has grown in confidence, become a better problem solver as a result.” “A had such a rich, supportive, & enriched 
experience… grown in ‘leaps & bounds’ in the areas of maths & numeracy T2&3, and literacy in T3&4.” “E’s interest 
in problem solving, numbers & working out ‘why’ has really evolved this year. He is enjoying speaking about 
numbers & maths and thinks deeply to problem solve.” 
Goal 2: Through cultural inclusivity within our kindergarten context, children will increase their understanding of 
Aboriginal culture and perspectives.
Uncle Tamaru led cultural excursions to Colebrook House Reconciliation Park and Tjilbruke sacred site. The 
children engaged in deep thinking about fairness and Stolen Generation. Uncle shared significant celebrations with 
children and families. Children deepened their knowledge of food and medicine plants, walking on country with 
Uncle Tamaru and shared this with parents. Children spontaneously used Kaurna words in play, daily 
Acknowledging Country in language. Children use Kaurna symbols to tell a story or record observations. All children 
can explain what ‘ngaitalya’ means. 
Kaurna words were shared for learning at home. Uncle Tamaru engaged Governing Council to develop our RAP 
vision. “Together, we share, listen, learn and respect each other and our earth, acknowledge the many perspectives 
of Australia’s history, deepen our understanding of our shared present and build the strengths of our future. In the 
spirit of reconciliation, SDK will strengthen relationships with our Aboriginal community and embed Kaurna living 
culture into kindy life so that our children proudly share their ngaitalya (respect) and cultural understandings at 
home and in the wider community.”
 Parent comments: “Focus on Aboriginal culture is something we really value and appreciate.” “The cultural learning 
is beyond valuable.” “Great focus and very timely…develops better understanding…starting young is good.” “I love 
how progressive this kindy is in openly engaging in these big issues with the kids. Fantastic learning experiences” 
“They will have a better understanding of the world & be in a better place to have a positive impact thanks to this 
kindy & Uncle Tamaru.” “The authentic learning about Indigenous perspectives is like nothing they will receive 
anywhere else.”
Goal 3: Increase and embed sustainable practices to deepen children's understanding of our impact on the natural 
environment and the interdependence of living things.
 Clean Up Australia Day engaged parents and children in caring for the local area. Children continued to sort waste 
throughout the year, and to use beeswax lunch wraps they made at kindy. Children sold plants they had propagated 
at the Stirling Market. Money raised purchased bandicoot habitat plants which the children planted with the FBNP 
group. Bush tucker planting at kindy complemented increasing knowledge and care of environment at BNP. 
Parent comments: “L now picks up rubbish wherever we go.” “Sustainability focus is something F has brought home 
with him.” “Planting for bandicoots…was very meaningful.” “Lifelong learning.”
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 84 83 80 79

2019 84 82 79 78

2020 68 71 71 69

2021 56 59 60 60

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2019 2020 2021

107 - Crafers Primary School 14.3% 22.4% 20.8%
176 - Heathfield Primary School 12.7% 17.2% 13.2%
9079 - St Catherine's School 22.2% 17.2% 9.4%
413 - Stirling East Primary School 38.1% 27.6% 41.5%
448 - Upper Sturt Primary School 7.9% 5.2% 7.6%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 98.2% 96.6% 94.0% 93.6%

2019 centre 95.8% 98.5% 95.5% 97.4%

2020 centre 94.0% 83.8% 88.6% 91.2%

2021 centre 90.5% 77.1% 91.9%  90.1%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
As usual for our centre, the attendance averages all year were generally above state average. Staying at home was 
promoted for ill children all year and this was balanced by less winter colds/ illness overall impacting on attendances. 
Our term 3/4 attendance usually drops as Saint Catherine’s School has an optional 2 term transition program on 
Fridays which competes with our Friday sessions. 
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Family opinion survey summary
The survey distributed this year was a combination of QIP specific feedback questions and the department of 
Education POS questions being redistributed under the 7 Quality Improvement areas. 
17 (29%) parents responded. 
100% of parents chose agree or strongly agree in answer to Educational Program questions
“Curriculum is engaging, inquiry based and offers a rich learning environment.” “An environment where all children can 
be successful and thrive. “ 
100% agree or strongly agree on Health and Safety

“ A safe environment where every child can succeed.” Very clear communication and safe procedures.” “Covid 
procedure well communicated and easy to follow.” 
100% agree or strongly agree on Physical environment
“Outstanding learning environment and program.” “The physical environment is a treasure trove for exploration.” “All 
Learning spaces are wonderful.” “Bush kindy was a huge hit.”
100% agree or strongly agree on questions regarding Staff
 “All staff are always welcoming and create a beautiful atmosphere.” “The staff are honestly the best part of 
SDK…caring, kind, supportive.” “amazing, caring, fair & positive.”
100% agree or strongly agree on Relationships with Children (apart from one parent ticking “don’t know” for ‘children 
from all backgrounds are treated fairly’.) 
“Wonderful staff -kind, caring, always taking time to stop and talk to the students.” “Confidence to leave mum, 
independence, confidence in her abilities has grown.” “Settled, engaged and happier at drop off AND pick up.”
100% agree or strongly agree with Relationships with Families and the Community
 “I feel ‘heard’ and confident leaving my child in your hands.”
100% agree or strongly agree with Leadership and Management
“Excellent- we love SDK which is why we are a returning family.” “I feel very connected and up to date on everything..”

All staff, relief staff, non DPTI trades, NGO service providers, work experience students and non- parent volunteers are 
asked to provide evidence of up to date screenings before working with children. Copies are kept on site. Teachers are 
now responsible for applying for clearance for teacher registration.

Relevant history screening

We are not aligned to a particular feeder school, and our enrolments are distributed over and beyond our catchment 
area as SDK continues to be a preschool of choice for families. This sees some yearly fluctuations in destination 
schools. Our main feeder school continues to be Stirling East Primary School.  St Catherine’s is close in proximity and 
we tend to catch these enrolments. Crafers Primary School and Heathfield Primary School have increased enrolments 
from our centre.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $497,227
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $85,010
Other $31,650

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

 Educator training and development in Numeracy, QIP focus, Kaurna language program. Teacher 
provided weekly speech support for a group of children with articulation difficulties. 

Increase in educator knowledge and 
confidence using Indicators of Preschool 
numeracy. Increase in children achieving 
outcomes in all numeracy indicators, 
particularly interpre

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding 15 extra ECW hours per week to support children diagnosed with ASD and with severe speech 
and language delays to engage in the preschool program and to accelerate progress in communication.  
Extra support was also provided to 2 children whose mothers had passed away during the year.

Significant improvement in social, emotional 
and communication outcomes. One child will 
continue to receive Speech therapy at school.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


