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Context and highlights
Newland Park Kindergarten is located approximately 8 kilometres form the Adelaide CBD on Lockwood Road in 
Erindale which is part of Burnside City Council. The site neighbours tennis courts, two sports ovals and a native 
nature reserve. Newland Park Kindergarten is funded for 44 places: 22 on Monday/Tuesday from 8:30am until 3pm 
plus alternate Fridays in odd weeks of term from 10:30am to 3pm. As well as 22 on Wednesday/Thursday from 
8:30am until 3pm then alternate Fridays in even weeks of term from 10:30am until 3pm. Staffing includes a Full-time 
Director; 0.8 Teacher; 0.6 Teacher (includes Universal Access) Early Childhood Workers for support services plus 
Bilingual support when necessary. For seven hours a week we employ an Administration/Finance assistant. Our 
session times compliment those of our main feeder school, Burnside Primary School. This supports families who 
also have school aged children. On Friday mornings we hold a Playgroup for children aged 0 to four years from 9am 
until 10:30am. Our playgroup is coordinated by our Early Childhood Worker and supported by volunteer parents. 
Playgroup is provided as a service to the local community and provides a bridge into our kindergarten program to 
aid transition for children and their families.  

We provide a physical environment which supports nature play and going on local walks to other environments to 
explore the new opportunities they provide. This includes bike riding on the tennis courts, running on the oval, 
exploring a local primary school and surrounding ourselves in nature at Hubbe court and Ferguson Park. We value 
outdoor play in all kinds of weather. One highlight of 2021 was our excursion to Cleland Wildlife park to learn even 
more about Australian native animals.  

We endeavor to provide quality early childhood education in a caring environment with a focus on nature. We work 
closely with families. By considering the needs and resources of our families we are able to remain connected and 
provide a caring and quality early childhood education to our entire kindergarten community.  We encourage 
children to continue the holistic practices developed by the Kaurna people, as traditional custodians of the land. We 
have been working with Kaurna Elders to offer authentic learning experiences about Kaurna culture. 

Governing council report
Written by Xiang Maher:  The 2021 Governing Council is made up of a group of enthusiastic and dedicated parents 
and community members. 

We met regularly and worked alongside kindergarten staff to ensure all children had a successful year. 

As everyone is aware 2021 was a challenging year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Newland Park 

Kindergarten staff team did an outstanding job managing the ever-changing circumstances. The children 

felt safe and got the most out of their kindergarten year, including a number of incursions and excursions, notably 

the Cleland Wildlife excursion, which the children and volunteers thoroughly enjoyed. 

The Governing Council supported the staff where possible through the COVID-19 restrictions. While social events 
were limited we were very happy with the success of the End of Year Disco. 

Play in Nature has remained an integral part of the learning journey for the children, with a significant amount of 

outdoor play. The children have also learnt about the traditional owners of the land and their culture. 

The children's learning was highlighted in their individual folders and Parents were kept up to date with regular 

newsletters. Families were also invited to use a journal for children to record their own "At Home" learning. 

On behalf of the 2021 Governing Council I thank the staff and parents for their commitment to the kindergarten and 

wish all of the children well for their first year at school next year.  
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our emphasis this year as a new team redeveloping a centre was on the thorough review of the Quality Areas one 
through five. As a result we were able to rewrite our Strength Statements as well as highlight areas which need 
improvement. 

We acknowledged our strengths in relationship building and the provision of a child focused, inquiry based learning 
program based in the nature we maintain in our exceptional play spaces. We concluded we wanted to change some 
of our practices to improve communication and involvement with parents after the pandemic had altered many of 
our effective practices in this area. 

We had two main goals in 2021. Our first was for all children to develop a strong respect for the native natural 
environment and their world. We used the program, our staff strengths, our physical environment and our 
partnerships with families to embed respect for the native environment through our intentional practices and 
learning environment. Staff use indigenous perspectives as a lens as well as connections with Kaurna Elders to 
work towards this goal. 

In our pedagogical documentation we saw an increase in the sophistication of children’s language. Children 
demonstrated a growing understanding of the interconnectedness of plant and animals and people through their 
visual arts. The knowledge of children around Australian native species was noticeably increased. The regular 
appearance of a koala in our outdoor play spaces prompted discussions and actions around creating environments 
which encourage and protect Australian native plants and animals. Evidence of families engaging in more 
sustainable was the reduction of soft plastic/single use packaging in lunch boxes. 

Our second goal was to improve children’s phonological awareness. This was aided by exceptional professional 
development provided by the Department for Education. Leaders Day, Orbis training and one-off workshops 
(Spotlight on Practice and Hub Meetings) attended by all staff were invaluable training. This information was put into 
practice every day and ensured every child’s phonological awareness improved. 

We embedded both intentional and incidental opportunities for children to build skills phonological awareness. 

We collected baseline data around how we were documenting children’s evolving phonological awareness so that 
we could then, as a team, identify gaps in practice and implement change. 

We acknowledge the importance of collaboration between families, educators and children to improve outcomes for 
every child. We implemented practices to support families’ awareness of literacy development. We shared resources 
to deepen family engagement with literacy experiences and promote understanding of phonological awareness. 

Within our pedagogical documentation there is evidence children are now able to hear rhyme then begin to 
substitute initial sounds in words to create rhyming words creating both real and nonsense words.  

Through ongoing review, and thoughtful planning we have worked with families to achieve our two goals for children 
in 2021 and therefore continue on our constant cycle of improvement. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 62 64 63 66

2019 61 60 61 63

2020 48 49 49 49

2021 40 41 41 41

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

699 - Burnside Primary School 100.0% 86.8% 89.4% 97.6%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 96.4% 85.4% 93.3% 93.9%

2019 centre 96.7% 96.3% 88.5% 96.0%

2020 centre 92.2% 84.7% 94.4% 98.2%

2021 centre 94.9% 88.5% 97.2%  97.5%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Non-attendance is reported by parents or followed up by staff. Parents were encouraged to be particularly diligent 
about their children’s health do to the COVID19 pandemic. To prevent the spread of contagious viruses families kept 
their child home if they had any symptoms of COVID 19 including a runny nose or persistent cough. 

A common reason for absence from Preschool is family holidays. 

Every child enrolled at the local school – Burnside Primary, except for one family who in the later stages of the term 
decided to use the nearby private school for girls. Staff teams of both Burnside Primary and Newland Park 
Kindergarten meet throughout the year to ensure continuity of learning. 

Destination schools comment
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Family opinion survey summary
28 families completed our online survey. 27 or 28 of these families either strongly agreed or agreed with the positive 
statements about our service. The vast majority of comments from parents were very positive and grateful.  Any 
neutral responses were directly related to restrictions and safety measures put in place as a result of the pandemic. 

Comments:  

“My daughter improved her language and she became more confident in speaking and she could communicate with 
other children”. 

“They have been strongly promoting healthy eating and the Garden Girl program is a great idea” 

“Warm and comforting environment.  My child feels safe and eager to explore world around him.  It has shown 
improvement in social and emotional skills”. 

 “A beautiful space for the children to play and explore, as well as comforting areas for quiet times.” 

 “ The staff at NPK have in particular to my daughter been nothing but supportive, enthusiastic, positive and 100% co-
operative when it came to ensuring she had the best opportunities to learn, engage and develop during her preschool 
year.  My husband and I have been overwhelmed by the support and level of care throughout the year. We could not 
have been happier with our choice of kindergarten for our daughter.” 

 “Shared understanding and goals through effective communication” 

“My child is very happy.  She makes lots connection with her friends and lots information connect from her primary 
school”. 

“The support offered to our family and our daughter during her time at Newlands has been more than we had 
expected.  Staff, in particular, the kindy director has been extremely supportive and proactive when it came to 
supporting, communicating and implementing strategies for our daughter’s specific education and learning abilities.  
We have never felt that we could not speak to staff about a concern or to ensure our daughter was getting the required 
support.” 

All relevant staff, including volunteers and Governing Council were required to provide evidence of screening history 
before being allowed to work with children. Parent Helpers on excursion were supervised at all times and restricted 
from entering enclosed areas like bathrooms when children other than their own were present. 

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $415,399
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $40,580
Other $1,407

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding outlaid by the Dept for Ed into Professional Development around Literacy was very well spent.  
The training provided was relevant, well presented and useful.  The money provided directly to centres 
was used for TRT staff to replace regular staff to be able to attend Professional Development. 

The benefits of this funding can be seen in 
the pedagogical documentation for each child 
which identifies and improvement in their 
phonological awareness. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Our one off bucket of funding was used on a large group of children needing support with Speech 
Development.  Our Early Childhood Worker was funded to work one:one and in small groups with 
several children in both groups. Individual Learning Plans and specified programs were developed and 
implemented according to the needs of each child.  Parent were informed and included in the exercises 
and activities provided 

All children improved with speech support.  
Staff ensured those that needed it were 
referred to the Primary School Support 
Services to ensure ongoing support and 
continuity of

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Bilingual support was used in semester two to ensure children were accessing the curriculum and 
support families in the transition to Primary School 

Language skills were improved, 
comprehension was assessed and confirmed, 
gaps in language communication were 
addressed.  This proved to be an invaluable 
service for the family

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


