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Context and highlights
Mount Pleasant and District Kindergarten and Occasional Care is situated in the beautiful Barossa Valley, in the 
small township of Mt Pleasant; very much part of the strong farming community that surrounds. This year our 20 
children have continued their education in the surrounding schools of Mt Pleasant, Birdwood, Springton and Palmer. 
Three children have accessed the Department speech pathology program, with preschool support provided by the 
site. The Occasional Care program has once again been full to over flowing, with 23 children accessing the 18 
available places. Throughout the year we have seen some movement in, and out, of the area as families move for 
work commitments. Staffing has remained stable for the year with Bridget, Janet and Janice running the preschool, 
and Janice and Heidi managing the amazing Occasional Care program. The director’s position was won by Bridget 
in Term 4, which will assure a level of continuity for the next 5 years.
Once again unfortunately we have seen the impact of Covid-19 upon our site, however we have been able to 
maintain a strong routine and level of predictability to support the children’s wellbeing and provide for the needs of 
the families. Our learning focus this year has been focused on ensuring our children develop strong literacy and 
numeracy foundations, while exploring improved methods of including families in the learning, especially when 
much of the year they have had to remain outside the building (due to Covid). The kitchen renovations were 
completed in January 2021, the children’s bathroom was totally remodeled in the April school holidays, the cover 
over the sandpit replaced and finally the replacement to the rusted Kindy fence occurred in the Dec/January 
holidays. With the planned replacement of the swing set to occur in February 2022 many of our target improvements 
will have been reached. 
Highlights for the year have included our trip to the Patch Theatre, the incubation and hatching of 13 chickens, 
watching our silk worms grow and form cocoons, Family BBQ nights, End of year Party and our stall at the Mt 
Pleasant Show. We look forward to learning from our successes and challenges in 2021 to guide us in our work for 
2022.

Governing council report
In another year interrupted by so much, with so much change and uncertainty, everyone did an amazing job 
keeping the centre moving forward. With COVID playing such a big role in the way everything from playgroup, kindy 
days and occasional care was run, it has been a massive challenge for our acting director. So with that, I would like 
to thank all the amazing staff at the Mount Pleasant Kindergarten. They all kept everything running so smoothly for 
both families and children.

I would also like to thank the other members of the governing council. It is an absolute pleasure to work with such 
enthusiastic people, driven to make our kindy so successful and engaging for the kids. 

Now in my fifth year as Chair and 8th year (I think) with kids at the centre, it is great to see, despite they year that 
was, that the focus always remained on the kids. Whether this was improvements to the site, such as a brand new 
toilet facilities for the children, now new fencing or simply engaging with families and checking on everyone's 
welfare.

It is a pleasure to welcome Bridget to the centre, as the permanent director and we look forward to seeing some 
stability, engagement and new enthusiasm.

With my youngest now in kindy and playgroup, I look forward to a better 2022 as living with COVID becomes the 
new normal, in a continuing role as part of the Governing Council and as the centre's playgroup coordinator.

Tim. 
Governing Council Chair. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Learning improvement goal 1: To enhance children's vocabulary and phonological awareness in order to enrich their 
oral language and foundational literacy skill development. 
Learning improvement goal 2: To deepen and extend children's number sense to enable them to effectively use, and 
apply numeracy in everyday contexts and interactions.
a) All children are more confident to recognise rhyme in stories, songs and games. Most children are able to identify 
the initial letter of their name and peer’s names, as well as being able to identify the letter sound. Data and evidence 
collected through the PASM and individual short term literacy learning goals provides evidence that all children are 
able to hear rhyme and also identify when something does not rhyme (odd one out). All children have strong, well 
developed oral language skills with the use of Tier 3 words frequently observed in play.  

b) Children’s confidence, use and understanding of beginning number sense has improved markedly for almost all 
children. Data and evidence collected through the NASM and individual short term numeracy learning goals 
provides evidence that all children; except one with possible numeracy dyspraxia; have increased their ability to use 
and recognise numerals to 10 with, the majority of children able to continue this understanding to 15, or beyond. 
Fifty percent of children are able to provide the correct answer to “how many?” to either 10 or beyond, as well as 
identify and order numerals to 10. Thirty percent are able to provide the correct answer to “how many?” to either 5, 
as well as identify and order numerals to 6. Twenty percent of the children are still developing the ability to count 
and identify numerals successfully and consistently to 5. 
The documenting of what was actually happening has supported us to not have to “reinvent the wheel” next year, 
but rather critically reflect and adjust our program as we continually develop our deeper content knowledge in these 
areas. The commitment to more timely, and clear, sharing of information with families has ensured our continuing 
focus on our literacy and numeracy work; as well as enabling us to have a strong understanding of each child’s 
progression towards their next learning goal. Saturation of learning interactions with a consistent phonological skill 
based language and focus have supported the development of strong understanding for most children. The 
everyday routines of counting how many children, placing our photo by the numeral, numeracy based stories and 
songs in every mat time have all contributed to the successful growth for many children. For those that found the 
understanding and recognition of number more challenging, consistent small group games and learning moments 
supported positive progression.
Our Challenge of Practice
If educators intentionally, and consistently provide a planned learning environment which incorporates 
quantification, then the children's ability to use numerate language to describe and compare their world will increase.
If we intentionally and systematically program and teach for phonological awareness development and to enhance 
vocabulary using deliberate and appropriate pedagogical approaches we will improve children's ability to 
communicate, tune in and connect sounds to letters and use graphic symbols. 
- There have been significant changes in the planning and consistent, almost relentless, focus on early numeracy 
and phonemic awareness at group time for the whole year.
- Educators are more able to explain and describe specific developmental steps in children’s learning with greater 
precision and understanding. 
- Educators are able to discuss and use the data collected about learning to inform and plan next steps in teaching.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 28 26 25 26

2019 18 18 19 19

2020 22 N/A 22 20

2021 15 17 19 18

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

547 - Birdwood Primary School 42.0% 47.4% 52.6% 52.6%
293 - Mount Pleasant Primary School 35.0% 21.1% 21.1% 26.3%
326 - Palmer Primary School 0.0% 5.3% 10.5% 5.3%
408 - Springton Primary School 14.0% 21.1% 10.5% 15.8%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 85.7% 79.8% 83.9% 92.2%

2019 centre 91.1% 88.9% 81.1% 88.2%

2020 centre 85.5% 84.5% 83.0%

2021 centre 91.8% 92.7% 86.7%  89.5%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Even with the on going pressures of Covid-19 our attendances have remained consistently high. Several families had 
to keep their children out of kindy for quarantine periods, due to being close contacts. Otherwise we have had several 
cold/flu outbreaks resulting in some children needing a week or more off preschool.  
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Family opinion survey summary
We had a strong response with our parent survey this year, with nearly 50% of families returning the survey. Educator 
practice was once again regarded as a strength with comments reflecting the value of this. Communication and 
involvement in the program was highlighted as an area for our attention moving forward, something we will need to 
look at creatively and consistently in this world of Covid-19. 

The contract and permanent staff screening history is maintained on the HR system through The Department of 
Education, relief staff provide up to date paperwork to demonstrate clearance for work. Contractors maintain their 
certificates within the DIPT system.

Relevant history screening

Once again the majority of our children transitioned to Birdwood Primary School, others to Mt Pleasant Primary, 
Springton and Palmer schools. We had visits from 3 of the 4 destination schools, and all children attended transition 
visits in Term 4. 

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $255,624
Grants: Commonwealth $30,000
Parent Contributions $8,500
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy:
Funding was utilised to enable educators to attend training in Numeracy skills, phonological awareness 
through music, purchase educator texts and focus educational equipment for the children. The site also 
utilized several TRT days to enable shared educator work on reflective practices.  

All children are more confident to recognise 
rhyme, initial letter sound and shape and to 
write their name. All children able to count to 
10 or beyond, and recognise numerals.

Inclusive Education Support Program

 Funding supported our 3 children with moderate to severe speech and language development to 
receive 1 to 1 support, small group work and individual resources created. 

 Children were able to progress in their letter 
sound production but will continue to require 
support at school.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

NA N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


