
Kathleen Mellor Preschool 
Kindergarten

2021 annual report to the community
Kathleen Mellor Preschool Kindergarten Number: 4626

Partnership: Tea Tree Gully

Preschool director: Mrs Anne Willis

Governing council chair: Jade Peterkin

Date of endorsement:  17 January 2022

Signature



Context and highlights
Kathleen Mellor kindergarten is situated in the historic township of Tea Tree Gully, within the Tea Tree Gully Council 
area. It is located adjacent to the Memorial Oval, and enjoys a park- like setting, with natural gum trees a shady 
feature of the outdoor area. Tea Tree Gully Primary School is within walking distance across the Oval.
The staffing consisted in 2021 of 0.5 Director, 0.5 Teacher and 0.1 ECW. Additional staffing was added during the 
year to support children with additional needs.
The kindergarten has a playgroup which operated on Monday mornings and in 2021 was operated by parent 
volunteers with the Preschool providing additional support with an ECW to help with set up.
The National Quality Standards Quality Improvement Plan guided the kindergarten's operations in 2021 and the
areas for improvement will be identified and reported against in this document.
The kindergarten has been assessed by the Education and Early Childhood Services Registration and Standards
Board of SA and met all 7 National Quality Standards and exceeded standards in 3 areas. The kindergarten uses
the Early Years Learning Framework (Belonging, Becoming, Being) and the Numeracy and Literacy indicators as
the framework for assessment of and for learning.
2021 Highlights
* Information Night for families combined with the AGM- “Wobbles the Clown” performed for the children/ parents
attended the AGM.
* DfE Grant $30,000 – re-surfacing of the verandah
                                      - plans approved for stage and Decking
* Bush Kindy with Shanelle Palmer from Bush Classrooms
* Incursion with Scott Rathman and Scott Rathman Jnr
* Aboriginal mural completed on outside wall
* Excursion– Patch Theatre production 
* Sports Days combined with Tea Tree Gully Primary School
* Dancing lessons with Erin from ‘Dancify’ - annual kindergarten 'Disco' - due to social distance regulations was held 
at the Tea Tree Gully Primary School.
* Healthy Harold - Life Education visit with a puppet to educate children on heathy habits for life
* Celebration dinner for Governing Council members
* School Starters Celebration/Concert at the Tea Tree Gully Primary School

Governing council report
Kindy year is my favourite year. I love everything about it. The friendships, social connections and interactions, the 
joy of play, wonder and discovery - all of it. Even the socks full of sand. 

It has been another challenging year with Covid-19 still causing issues globally. Wearing masks, QR Code check-ins 
and not coming into the building have all become part of the new normal. These measures can feel restrictive at 
times, but they have also given our children a chance to grow independently in readiness for the years ahead. Even 
with another lockdown this year, the staff warmly welcomed children of essential workers and prepared home 
learning packs for those stuck at home.

This year Kathleen Mellor has given us so much to celebrate. The building started with a stunning make-over with a 
mural by local indigenous artist, Scott. Scott and his son also came and visited the children in early February to 
show some Aboriginal artefacts, tell a dreaming story, sing, dance and play the didgeridoo.

The premises also saw another face lift this year with the installation of the rubber surfacing under the veranda. This 
has been a bright and welcome addition to the beautiful outdoor area. Other additions to this amazing space will be 
added during the summer break ready for the 2022 cohort of children. This will include an amphitheatre and some 
upgrades to the existing cubby house. The oval side carpark gate will also be upgraded early next year to include a 
keypad to match the Bowen Road carpark gate once a suitable locksmith can be acquired. Repairs on the old 
swings tethered straps are also underway. 

Other exciting purchases have been restoring the long wooden table, custom built bench seating to go with it and 
the Soundfield System. Allowing children with hearing impairment to hear teachers more clearly, but also to enable 
teachers to speak confidently without needing to raise their tone above the rumble of many children. 

The children have had the opportunity to be part of some memorable experiences this year including excursions by 
bus to see the Windmill Theatre Co production of Hiccups! and a performance by Patch Theatre called I Wish. They 
also visited the Little Sprouts kitchen at the Botanic Gardens, which tied in well with their growing vegetable and 
herb garden and worm farm back at kindy.
The wonderful staff have been such a blessing. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
In 2021 The Preschool had 1 challenge of Practice which was identified and developed at the end of 2020 from data 
collected from staff, children and parents.
Goal : Children will develop a range of critical and creative thinking skills and processes.
Challenge of Practice: If we intentionally provide learning opportunities for involvement in experiences that support 
the investigation of ideas, complex concepts and thinking, reasoning and hypothesizing, then children will develop a 
range of thinking skills and processes.
During the year staff monitored progress against goals and reviewed actions accordingly. Two staff meetings per 
term were used to review progress and implement planned actions for Improvement.
In Term 4 the staff completed steps 4 and 5 of the Quality Improvement Planning cycle and identified areas where 
the improvement goals had been met and the areas where progress towards implementing actions for improvement 
had been impeded and therefore not met.
Staff observed children using the language of inquiry in play and in conversations. Intentional teaching has shown 
growth in children’s thinking and involvement in group discussions/ conversations. The professional learning that 
staff engaged in with Amanda Bartram enabled staff to clarify their thinking about inquiry as a process for learning 
and thinking. The pedagogical documentation through the program book has been helpful in making the learning 
visible to parents and to children.
A recent quote from a parent, highlights the link between the learning at Preschool and at home in 2021,
 "Learning with a focus on inquiry has brought about many fascinating discussions both at kindy and at home. 
Children have been developing their thinking and wondering over the course of the year and it’s amazing to hear 
how these little minds tick." 

In 2022 our goal is “Children will represent their thinking, ideas and theories in multiple ways”.
If we listen carefully to children’s ideas and discuss with them how these ideas might be developed, then children 
will represent their thinking, ideas and theories in multiple ways.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 26 28 27 26

2019 23 25 23 23

2020 21 N/A 17 14

2021 23 23 22 21

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 98.0% 91.7% 93.2% 96.2%

2019 centre 87.0% 87.0% 90.4% 72.8%

2020 centre 86.9% 82.4% 79.8%

2021 centre 91.2% 85.9% 91.7%  98%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance in 2021 has been affected by the presence of COVID 19 as a threat to the community. Parents were 
advised to keep children at home, when they were suffering from a cough or cold. This impacted on the number of 
children attending, as those with a cold were absent for at least a week. Children who presented to kindergarten with 
any illness were sent home.
We had regular attendance from children as a rule with 8 children accessing the OSHC program at Tea Tree Gully 
Primary School at various stages throughout the year.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

1540 - Ardtornish Primary School 0.0% 5.9% 0.0% 5.3%
8419 - Good Shepherd Luth Sch - Para Vista 3.0% 5.9% 7.7% 5.3%
8003 - Heritage College Inc 3.0% 0.0% 7.7% 5.3%
9757 - Our Lady of Hope School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.3%
8454 - Pedare Christian College 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.3%
8385 - Saint David's Parish School 15.0% 11.8% 30.8% 26.3%
432 - Tea Tree Gully Primary School 38.0% 52.9% 15.4% 36.8%
8411 - Torrens Valley Christian School 7.0% 11.8% 15.4% 10.5%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
A selection of comments from the parent opinion survey 2021
" The teachers at Kathleen Mellor are amazing,  they have been so supportive to my child and to me this pass year. 
My child loves going to kindy. Thankyou."
"My son loves going to kindy and has a fantastic relationship with all the teachers. There is a wonderful learning 
environment provided with a range of lessons and skills be learnt. I have noticed a huge amount of growth in my son's 
confidence and skills. I love how they have taken something my son loves and have worked out ways to include that in 
his learning making it more fun and exciting for him. Overall it it an amazing kindy and I am extremely happy with the 
learning and staff."
"Kathleen Mellor Kindergarten provides a wonderful learning environment where children are encouraged to explore 
and to thrive. The staff are excellent, super attentive to the children and really friendly. They make the learning 
experience fun! My children have absolutely loved their time here and always look forward to going to Kindy."
"I love Kathleen Mellor. My oldest daughter went to a different kindy and we find Kathleen Mellor heads and shoulders 
above in terms of programming, experiential learning, staff who outwardly care and know my child, connect and make 
relationships the priority. The only thing I would suggest is including a phonemic awareness program like 'Heggerty' 
but apart from that we couldn’t be happier. Thank you  Kathleen Mellor."

We had one area which was marked as neutral, question 41 in Leadership and Decision making- The preschool seeks 
parents' opinions about educational programs. This is persistently an area where 1 or 2 families will think we need to 
do more in getting input from families about the educational program. Staff regularly check in with families about the 
kindergarten program however we will look at this area as a priority again in 2022.

All staff and volunteers have the relevant History screening. 
All Governing Council Members are offered to have the DSCI screening paid for by the kindergarten.

Relevant history screening

This year the exiting children are going to 10 different schools. 
Three of these schools are Department schools- Tea Tree Gully Primary School 30%, Artornish Primary School 5% and 
Saint Agnes Primary School 10%.
The other schools are either Independent or Catholic Schools. Saint David's Parish School 20%, Saint Josephs 
Tranmere 5%, Pedare 5%, Good Shepherd Lutheran School 5%, Torrens Valley Christian School 10%, Heritage 
College 5% and  Our Lady of Hope 5%.

Destination schools comment
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Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $254,080
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $11,500
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

The funding was used to support the purchase of a mentor for the kindergarten staff from Lisa Burman 
Consulting. Amanda Bartram  supported staff in the development of an inquiry based program to 
support literacy and numeracy outcomes.

The inquiry approach to learning was 
initiated and used for programming and 
reporting on learning throughout the year.
Staff observed children using the language of 
inquiry.

Inclusive Education Support Program

The IESP funding was used to support children with additional needs to access the Preschool curriculum. 
Extensive adjustments were required for one child and supplementary adjustments for another five 
children. The funding secured a support worker who supported the child with extensive needs on a daily 
basis. 
A specialised speech and language support worker was engaged for specific times to support and 
implement the programs provided by the speech pathologist.

All children made progress with 
communication, social skills and engagement 
with the Preschool curriculum.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

No Bi-lingual support was received No funding received

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.
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