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Context and highlights
Banksia Park Kindergarten is part time and located in the North Eastern suburbs adjacent to Banksia Park Primary 
School. Our operating hours are 9 to 3 on Tuesday and Wednesday and 9 till 12.00 on a Thursday.  The site has a 
large outdoor setting with extensive gardens, Chickens and fruit trees.
The Kindergarten has a play based curriculum with focus on learning through inquiry. The site is part of the Tea Tree 
Gully partnership that includes local Preschools, primary schools and one High school. We work collaboratively with 
our partnership colleagues to build consistent and improved practice in our education settings. We also share and 
develop our improvement plans which are a requirement for both the Education Department and the National 
Qualities Standards Board. In our Improvement Plan we have set goals around numeracy improvement. This has 
been our focus for three years and we feel that we have made progress and embedded 

We work closely with the Banksia Park Primary School. We attend assemblies and have a buddy class that meet 
regularly. The Kindergarten runs a playgroup on Friday mornings and many of our families also access the nature 
playgroup ran by the Primary school on Wednesday mornings. These experiences were somewhat disrupted due to 
Covid restrictions but still occurred when ever possible.
To maintain our facility we had new perimeter fencing around the front and southern side of the Kindergarten, the 
Swing area was extended and new Swing frames were put up.  Some aging trees were removed and soft fall was 
replaced
 
Our site has worked with the Northern Resource Management team (NRM) to help us build capacity around 
educating for sustainability we also have been working with the Narragunnawali platform from Reconciliation 
Australia to develop our Reconciliation Action Plan . We attend Bush Kindy at Anstey Hill Recreation Park on 
Thursday mornings generally in weeks 4, 6 and 8.

We have been pleased to have such a consistent staff team for a number of years and have worked with our 
Governing Council and Education Department Leadership team to recruit a new Director whom is looking forward to 
 building a strong cohesive team with quality curriculum
 

Governing council report
Reflecting back on the year that was in 2021, what is most noteworthy is just how 'normal' a year our children had at 
kindy.  Despite the concerns, restrictions and lock-downs related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Director and 
educators did an amazing job of ensuring that the children had the same experiences and learning opportunities as 
cohorts from previous years.  They continued to regularly attend Bush Kindy at Anstey's Hill, a special and unique 
aspect of the Banksia Park Kindergarten experience.  They went on an excursion to the Art Gallery and benefited 
from visits by Elders from the Aboriginal community.  The children participated in the Obstacle-a-thon fundraiser and 
were involved in the planning of, and excitement leading up to, the event - "The floor's lava!"  A campfire night was 
held instead of the annual disco – it was agreed this would be a fun, outdoor alternative, a preferred option in the 
context of changing COVID restrictions.  It was a hit - the children loved the hot chocolates and toasting 
marshmallows on the campfire, and the kindy now has a fire pit to use for future events.  We thank the educators for 
flexibly responding to ensure the children didn't miss out on having a special evening.

The Governing Council worked with the Tea Tree Gully Educational Director, Anne Lamont, to find a Director that 
would continue to grow and develop the Banksia Park Kindergarten.  The panel comprised Department for 
Education staff, a Union Representative and our Parent Representative.  Meg Green was appointed.  She has had 
contracts at Banksia Park Kindergarten in the past and we have received positive feedback from the community 
regarding this appointment. 

Huge thanks also go to the substantial contribution made by parent volunteers throughout the year – from serving on 
the Governing Council and Reconciliation Committee to supervising children at Bush Kindy, helping out at events, 
looking after the chickens in the holidays or doing gardening and washing throughout the year.  So many people 
have been involved in ensuring that Banksia Park Kindergarten is a nurturing, safe and stimulating environment for 
our children to have spent this very special year.  Thanks to everyone, especially the dedicated teaching staff, and 
we wish Elspeth all the best in this next phase of her career. 
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Preschool quality improvement planning
In Term 1 2019 we had a spike in the learning outcomes relating to numeracy. This base line data gave us 
information but also raised questions to reflect on, the big question being why were we having concerns with 
maths? Was it because it wasn’t being provoked or was it not being noticed? Was teacher confidence a factor? 
Teacher reflection was pretty honest the team wanted to build skills in numeracy pedagogy. This was supported by 
Research stating that positive mindset and teacher capability has a major factor in promoting positive learning 
outcomes for children, this was then addressed in our improvement plan. By 2020 we were beginning to see some 
of the strategies we were utilising having effects on our Data, but we still felt we hadn’t quite reached the stage 
where we could say that we were confident that our strategies were making the improvement happen. In 2021 we 
were already focused on children's numeracy, In term 1 the staff have been able to provoke and observe the 
mathematical skills more effectively. We were confident in our skills and this is reflected in our data. We further built 
our capabilities with some professional development with the Orbis group and were involved in some practitioner 
research  and numeracy intensives leading to some reflection and improvement of practice  leading to better 
outcome for our learners. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 31 28 28 26

2019 29 27 25 26

2020 31 N/A 29 28

2021 22 23 23 24

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2019 2020 2021

8385 - Saint David's Parish School 12.5% 3.9% 100.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 96.4% 92.4% 95.7% 99.2%

2019 centre 97.2% 91.4% 86.3% 93.4%

2020 centre 94.2% 90.7% 98.2%

2021 centre 94.5% 91.3% 92.2%  24%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance has remained high with 92.7% of children attending in term 3 which is above the state average of 84.7 this 
data is based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Over the past 3 years with the 
exception of one term attendance has always been over 90%
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Family opinion survey summary
This year we had and small cohort. The opinion surveys were only offered once and at the end of term which is why 
we may have had little feedback. The Feedback we did receive was very positive with all responses selecting agree or 
strongly agree  to questions on : Leadership and Decision Making,  Quality of Teaching, Relationship and 
Communication and Support of Learning.

One of the comments noted that the Staff have done an excellent job with engaging with her child but felt that the 
children got distracted without set eating breaks. They also said that they were very happy with the Kindergarten.

Staff have reflected on this feedback and have made some adjustment to the routine to see if this enhances learning.

All staff have current Screening and have updated their Reporting Abuse and Neglect training.

Relevant history screening

Our students attended the following schools

16 students enrolled at Banksia Park Primary School
2 students enrolled at Fairview Park Primary School
1 Student at Greenwith Primary School
1 student Highbury Primary School
2 Students at Saint Davids Parrish School
1 Student at Trinity College

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $256,329
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $12,927
Other $1,231

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Long-term data in the EYLF over 2019 to 2021 showed Learning Area 4 Confident and Involved Learners 
had curriculum that were not being observed, or not occurring. This has resulted in resources and 
reflective practice to develop and embed numeracy capabilities of educators who then acted to improve 
the learning outcomes for the children.

The EYLF data shows progress for all our 
learners and staff confidence has improved. 
They feel that the numeracy goals they were 
working on have become embedded practice.

Inclusive Education Support Program

None of the Children were receiving significant funding but a number of children needed support. Some 
children accesses speech therapy, some children needed behaviour support for sensory and processing 
issues.

The children were supported to transition to 
school and one child had further referral to 
the Gordon McKay Child development unit.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

NA NA

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


