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Context and highlights
Sturt Street Children's Centre for Early Childhood Development and Parenting is an integral part of the Sturt Street 
Community School community. It is located in the South West sector of the Adelaide CBD and provides for the 
unique needs of families who live in the community in a range of housing circumstances as well as families who 
study or work in the city. 
 
The Sturt Street Community School has a unique history and was reopened, due to the advocacy of local residents, 
past students and the Greek Community, as an integrated birth to Year 3 site in Term 1, 2004. Due to community 
demand the school was subsequently extended to year 7 in 2008. In 2011 the Department for Education and Child 
Development (DECD) announced the establishment of the Sturt Street Children's Centre for Early Childhood 
Development and Parenting. This initiative made it possible for a range of programs to support early childhood 
development and family wellbeing to be offered to the community. 
 
The Children's Centre and School have their own designated leadership. However the Children's Centre Director 
(referred to as the Early Year's Director) and School Principal collaborate closely to jointly lead the site. 
 
Sturt Street Children's Centre is an integrated service which has two service approvals and two approved providers. 
The approved provider for Sturt Street Community Child Care is Sturt Street Community Child Care Incorporated 
(effectively the site's governing council) and the approved provider for Sturt Street Children's Centre for Early 
Childhood Development and Parenting is Department for Education (DfE). 
 
Child care is offered at the service Monday to Friday, with the exclusion of public holidays from 7:45 am to 6:00 pm 
for 50 weeks per year. Full day preschool sessions are offered Monday to Wednesday from 8:15 am to 3:45 pm, 
during school terms, to enable children to access their entitlement of fifteen hours per week of preschool education 
in the year before they attend school. 
 
Children are vertically grouped within the two main age groupings of children; under three years and three to five 
years. Each group is located in a different building. Children under three years are located in the Maxwell Street 
Building which has its own fenced outdoor play space and children three to five are located in the Sturt Street 
Building which shares an outdoor play space with the school. The preschool program is integrated with the long day 
care program for three to five year olds.         
 
The Sturt Street Community School and Children's Centre embraces and celebrates Aboriginal culture and its 
diverse community, including families from many different nationalities.

Governing council report
As Chair of Governing Council at Sturt Street Community School and Children’s Centre, I am pleased to report on 
our 2021 achievements. As parents, community members, teachers and staff who make up the elected governing 
body of the birth to Year 7 site, Council supports the school leadership to continue to foster an inclusive & 
supportive learning environment, while ensuring governance, oversight, and compliance duties are fulfilled.
2021 was the last year of Year 7 being part of Primary education, and we were delighted to see our double cohort of 
Years 6 and 7 graduate.  With change comes some uncertainty, as some of the implications of this change are still 
unclear, and being worked through. 
A highlight of 2021 was the return of a limited capability to hold events and attend excursions enabling students to 
explore and enjoy the CBD as a valued learning environment.  The school musical went ahead held as a community 
event at the school, and was an event the students worked hard on, and were rightfully proud of.  
2021 was another good year for financial performance.  Stable grant income and good cost control led to an 
improved bottom line.  These funding streams were handled with strong financial management, quality assurance, 
and reporting, and continued to meet Department of Education compliance requirements.  This year saw 
improvements of internal financial reporting, which further contributed to our strong performance.
We are looking forward to 2022, including developing the next medium-term Site Improvement Plan which will see 
an emphasis on Maths and Reading.  We hope this year will see more opportunities for children to participate in 
more events and activities in a safe and healthy way.
On behalf of the Governing Council I would like to express our sincere thanks and gratitude for all those who taught, 
supported, led, or volunteered at Sturt Street Community School in 2021. 
In addition, we express our thanks to retiring Governing Council members, Kelle Renshaw, Kathryn Clark, Laszlo 
Ghillanyi, and Lucy Hood.  We appreciate your generosity in sharing your valuable time.  I will also be resigning this 
year, and thank Darrin, the leadership team, and Sturt Street Community School for all the work they do to support 
the education of our children and young people.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
The Preschool's quality improvement planning focus was about developing children's ability to represent and make 
meaning of their world symbolically. We turned this into a question which we used as an inquiry question with the 
children - 'How do symbols represent us and our world?' We believed that by providing opportunities for children to 
explore their world using symbols, then they would be able to convey their ideas and make meaning of their world 
(challenge of practice).

We provided the opportunity to for children to explore, investigate, build understanding of symbols, what they are, 
what they are not, why they are used, how they are used, including creating their own and sharing the meaning. 
This allowed children to build a greater understanding of the world symbolically, their purpose and that they could 
'read' signs (make meaning).

We did this by providing opportunities for children to draw and create symbols using a a range of mediums to 
explore and make sense of their world - linking to/inspired by Aboriginal culture and other cultures relevant to our 
family community. Intentional teaching supported children to explore the beginning stages of reading, using 
illustrations, mark making, sequencing of stories and story telling. Children then had the opportunity to represent 
their ideas through role play, and through performing arts using symbolism that was meaningful to them i.e. props 
and costumes.

Teachers scaffolded children's understanding of STEM by mapping - legends and reference points, coding, data 
collection - sorting and categorising, identification/symbolic referencing -  science and construction/architecture. 
Having the Olympics during the year provided many opportunities to explore and consolidate understanding of 
symbols and how we 'read' them.

Data was collected throughout the year to check progress of the children's understanding. This provided the 
opportunity to gauge the level of understanding through observations; sorting tasks; ability to explain/describe 
symbols and play symbolically by retelling stories and sharing ideas/meaning.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Year

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

723 - Colonel Light Gardens Primary School 0.0% 2.9% 0.0% 3.5%
120 - Gilles Street Primary School 3.0% 0.0% 3.9% 13.8%
647 - Linden Park Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.5%
8311 - St Aloysius College 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.5%
1881 - Sturt Street Community School 90.9% 88.2% 76.9% 72.4%
457 - Walkerville Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.5%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
We had very good attendance during the year. Most of the absences were related to illness and family holidays - very 
few were related to COVID i.e. families needing to quarantine.
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Family opinion survey summary
The feedback from the parent survey was excellent. The comments conveyed that families felt their children were 
engaged learners and cared i.e. their children's wellbeing mattered. All family comments reflected that their children 
were ready for school on completion of their preschool year...as we did too!

The comments included:
- Ali and Prue lead an exceptional preschool at Sturt Street
- Appreciate the practical approach of teaching. Every activity conducted has a learning behind it & is executed in a fun
manner that keep the kids interested & eager.
- Fantastic Kindy!!!
- The entire team at Sturt Street Community - Pre School are amazing, very professional and kind. Special thanks to 
Ali Wells
(Director) and Prue (Educator)
- The quality of teaching and learning at Sturt Street is fantastic. Delilah has had a wonderful experience so far. We 
will be
sad to leave at the end of the year.
- Very supportive wraparound team that my son absolutely loves
- We (both us as parents and our daughter as a student) love the learning environment and all the teachers at Sturt 
Street
Community Preschool. Both Ali and Prue are enthusiastic, interested and engaged, they are always happy to discuss 
how
our daughter is going. They genuinely care. The communication about the general learning in the preschool is very 
high as
is the communication about individual learning. I think their learning plans look very well thought out and offer a wide
range of learning experiences for the class.
- We absolutely love the Sturt Street Pre School. The environment that the staff have created is warm and safe and we 
feel
very fortunate to have our children come through here. Prue and Ali are an excellent team!
- Wonderful preschool!
- Wonderful staff. Beautiful learning environment

Educators and teaching staff all have up to date Working with Children (WWC) screening checks completed by the 
Department of Human Services (DHS). These are updated as required and a copy kept onsite.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $2,710,078
Grants: Commonwealth $10,400
Parent Contributions $124,309
Other $2,812

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding supported our Preschool quality improvement plan (PQIP) - we were able to purchase books, 
equipment and professional development to support the children's learning through the curriculum.

As part of our PQIP we were able to use the 
resources to help facilitate the learning. We 
collected data during the year which 
demonstrated growth.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding was used to support children in engaging with the program i.e. be involved in group times and 
general 'play' times. 

This support provides children with the ability 
to engage in learning opportunities i.e. 
grouptimes and other play times.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

We did not require bilingual support in 2021. n/a

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.



2021 Children's Centres for Early Childhood Development and Parenting annual report: 
Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used, and what programs were run, to improve the relevant 
department's standard of educational achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 
Funding was used to provide a parenting course about building children's resilience. There were 
resources purchased for families to support them in their role as a parents. 

Building capacity of families in parenting 
children and also knowing where to access 
supports as required.

Children's Centres for Early Childhood 
Development and Parenting Grants

A range of programs were run to support families in their parenting i.e. Dads, music, and multicultural 
playgroups. 
An Aboriginal artist in residence provided our Aboriginal children and others with the ability to engage 
with Aboriginal culture and learn about Kaurna land.

The programs help families to 
engage/interact with their children. This 
builds capacity and also helps families to 
network i.e. with Aboriginal people  

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Briefly describe or list the community programs offered in 2021 which had a focus on:
• Playgroup
• Parent support
• Transition to and from preschool
• Any new programs or services not  previously offered.

- Playgroups - dads play groups, music playgroups, multicultural 
- 'What's the buzz'
- Extensive transition to school program - regular visits from term 1
- Parenting sessions - Building resilience


