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Context and highlights
Mitchell Park Kindergarten is a full time kindergarten with an enrolment capacity of up to 40 children. There are two 
preschool groups of up to 20 children in each. Mitchell Park Kindergarten offers 30 hours of preschool across a two-
week period. We have an integrated Occasional Care program offering 5 sessions per week. In collaboration with 
the Marion Council a Playgroup is offered on Friday mornings which is facilitated by a staff member from the 
kindergarten.
We had some unexpected staff changes in the middle of the year amidst the challenges of the COVID pandemic. 
Some parental involvement events were cancelled or modified in response to the COVID restrictions.
During 2021 the second stage of the outdoor environment redevelopment was completed with a new climbing area 
with a variety of heights and textures and planting including trees and bush tucker plants. This area was well 
received by the children and they continue to utilize the space with enthusiasm. The installation of cupboards for 
library resources and new carpets in the office area were also completed.
We continued working in collaboration with Flinders University Occupational Therapy Masters students who 
conducted assessments of some children’s fine and gross motor development. A University student from Curtin 
University joined us for her teaching placement early in term 3. Throughout the year a dedicated volunteer spent 
many hours assisting in administration tasks and working with children.
Across the year we were involved in the Early Years Transition project with other preschools and school staff- with a 
focus on implementing ‘Story Tables’ and teacher networking within the Marion Inland Partnership. This project also 
led to forming closer ties with the local schools and excursions with each group to Clovelly Park Primary school.
In the second half of the year Orbis Numeracy training for Catherine and Sam provided opportunities for in depth 
training sessions. This included being involved in a successful Applied Learning Project with the children around 
spatial numeracy language.
Some other highlights included excursions to Clovelly Park Primary School and an incursion with Glenn from ‘Mobile 
Junk and Nature Playground’ which complimented our interest in using loose parts and extending nature play.

Governing council report
Mitchell Park Kindergarten had a small Governing Council in 2021, with parent representatives from both 
kindergarten groups and from the occasional care program. Despite the small group, this broad representation 
allowed us to feel confident that Governing Council decision making supported all of our Kindergarten community.
Highlights of 2021 included the Musical Muscles program with Caleb and the nature play incursion with Glenn. 
Several groups of students from the local universities visited the kindergarten this year as part of their studies, 
which was positive for all involved. Excursions to the local schools – and the bus trips involved – were particularly 
relished by the children.
COVID-19 restrictions impacted the kindergarten throughout the year, with periods of time when parents and 
guardians were not able to enter the site. We were fortunate that many of our end of term celebrations were able to 
go ahead, albeit in a modified from. They included an end of term breakfast in our pyjamas, afternoon picnic teas 
and the annual end of year concert.
In 2021 Governing Council reassessed policies including the Food and Nutrition Policy and the Toileting and Nappy 
Change procedure.
The governing council undertook several fundraising activities in 2021. An Autumn raffle, a sock fundraiser and 
participation in the People’s Choice Community Lottery were well supported by our kindergarten community. As well 
as being very successful in raising funds, the fundraising activities helped to draw our community together.
2021 saw the departure of our long-standing kindergarten director, Peta Paynter. We would like to thank Peta for 
her hard work and leadership at Mitchell Park over the years, and we wish her the very best. Governing Council 
would also like to particularly thank Catherine Somers for stepping into the role of acting director. Her guidance and 
leadership have been very much appreciated.
I would like to thank the members of the 2021 Governing Council and all of the kindergarten staff. Their hard work 
and dedication throughout the year contributed to the smooth running of the kindergarten.
Lauren Tune
Governing Council Chairperson, 2021
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal: Children will improve their ability to construct and communicate numeracy learning.
Educators collected observations and data and conducted regular check-ins for children’s progress. Data collected 
showed positive progress towards the goal. Term 1 data showed that 33% of children were on track and in term 4 
that had increased to 65%. Term 1 data showed that 20% of children were getting there and in term 4 it showed that 
30% were getting there. Term 1 data showed that 46% children required support and in term 4 it showed that 5% of 
children required support. Further evidence of children’s progress was reported and documented in their learning 
portfolios along with discussions with families.
Towards the end of the year, educators reported that some children were using sophisticated numeracy language 
and noted that children were increasingly actively engaged in many numeracy experiences that promoted 
communicating their numeracy thinking.
We attribute the success to using consistent approaches to intentional teaching strategies including engaging in 
Shared Sustained Thinking, capitalising on teachable moments, organising small groups designed for deeper rich 
experiences, two educators attendance at Orbis numeracy training and refining our pedagogical documentation.
Educators also engaged in some training around Levels of Questioning to support children to move from simple, 
concrete questions to more difficult, abstract questions. Through appropriate questioning we were able to 
encourage the development of numeracy language and vocabulary as well as skills in reasoning, inferencing, 
predicting and problem solving.
After reflection during staff meetings, informal discussions, training, and pupil free days we concluded that our goal 
next year could be refined to one area of numeracy.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 46 48 46 45

2019 44 46 48 49

2020 40 N/A 40 42

2021 38 39 38 40

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 80.1% 65.7% 72.5% 75.6%

2019 centre 80.8% 78.8% 75.6% 71.8%

2020 centre 91.3% 81.8% 81.3%

2021 centre 89.2% 82.3% 88.2%  84.7%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Throughout the year there was some movement with families moving in or out of the area or starting the intensive 
English program at a local school. Some family situations affected attendance. The Occasional care utilisation rates 
fluctuated in response to the COVID pandemic and changing family situations.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

340 - Ascot Park Primary School 0.0% 9.1% 4.8% 16.7%
565 - Blackwood Primary School 8.0% 0.0% 23.8% 4.2%
932 - Clovelly Park Primary School 41.0% 27.3% 33.3% 29.2%
8026 - Immanuel Primary School 2.0% 3.0% 0.0% 4.2%
993 - Marion Primary School 8.0% 33.3% 14.3% 25.0%
1537 - Sheidow Park Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.2%
9070 - St Bernadette's School 0.0% 6.1% 4.8% 8.3%
9074 - Stella Maris Parish School 2.0% 9.1% 0.0% 4.2%
8387 - Sunrise Christian School Marion 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.2%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
38% of families completed the survey. Being online this year made it convenient for families to complete and express 
their opinions freely.
Overall the responses were positive. Some particular strengths identified were around the quality of teaching and 
learning and relationships and communication.
Some comments from families are:
“This is my fourth child to attend a preschool and Mitchell Park Kindergarten is the most inclusive, caring, supportive 
and genuine group of teachers I have ever met. They know the children and are comfortable with them, putting them 
at ease and guiding them in ways to learn thru their individual needs. I am so happy I found this preschool.”
“The kindy has several forms of communication between kindy and parents. I always know what is going on.”
“The quality of teaching is amazing. The children are very excited to learn and go to kindy”
Areas of improvement included parents given the opportunity to participate in decision making and educational 
programs. One parent commented on  “longer notice for pupil free days or coordinate planning days outside school 
hours from 3-5”.

We ensure that all staff and volunteers have relevant history screening.  This includes the Flinders University OT 
students, a student from Charles Darwin University on student placement, the COVID cleaners, all relief staff, bilingual 
workers, preschool support workers, the regular cleaner and the gardener.
The site maintains a record of DCSI screenings and notifies staff and workers when their screenings area about to 
expire.

Relevant history screening

The majority of our students (57%) enrolled at three local primary schools, Marion, Clovelly Park and  Ascot Park 
Primary Schools. The remainder enrolled at 14 other schools including one interstate. 25% of children enrolled in 
private schools.

Destination schools comment
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Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $469,358
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $26,875
Other $1,213

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

DfE speech Therapist conducted staff training in Levels of Questioning workshop
2 staff attended Orbis Numeracy training course
Targeted small groups to support language development and numeracy concept development

Whole site improvement in deeper numeracy 
understanding and documentation. 
Children’s high level of engagement in 
numeracy experiences reflected in 
pedagogical documentation.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funds used to employ an ECW to provide preschool support for children with special rights and provide 
speech and language programs for some children.

One Child Plans were developed with 
families. DfE speech therapist supported staff 
with appropriate programs. Children made 
significant progress with speech and 
language goals

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Several children were supported with a Bilingual worker during Term 1
Languages included Nepali, Punjabi and Arabic

Children’s use and understanding of English 
improved. Their self-identity strengthened 
along with their interaction with educators 
and peers

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


