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Context and highlights
We would like to acknowledge the land on which our kindergarten is situated is the traditional lands of the Kaurna 
people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as 
the custodians of the Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still as important to the living 
Kaurna people today. 
Our site is a stand-alone Department for Education Kindergarten and we are a part of the Beach Road Partnership. 
The geographical location of our service is approximately 30 kilometres from the Adelaide city centre. Christie 
Downs Kindergarten offers preschool sessions 4.5 days per week and Occasional Care three mornings per week. 
We have a bus service that collects children each morning and drives children home each day for families requiring 
assistance for their children to utilise our service.
Our philosophy at Christie Downs Kindergarten Porlis' Pulgi is that every child is special with a connection to land 
and community. Spiritual growth and valuing the individuality of each child's diversity of cultural background is 
nurtured. Our enrolments increased throughout the year with 38 children enrolled in the Preschool sessions and 
occasional care with an average attendance of 27 children attending the service daily. 

The Kindergarten children enjoyed their regular weekly visits to the Christie Downs Primary School and Christies 
Beach High School the Buddy Reading Program. The highlights for this year included excursions to the Kuitpo 
Forest, the Adelaide zoo and the Wooden log playground. Community involvement included an Art Exhibition at the 
Port Noarlunga Art Centre and was a successful event with many staff, parents and children attending. Relating to 
culture, during Reconciliation Week the Seaford Secondary students joined us for a Reconciliation activity. Our 
children performed at the NAIDOC event along with a respected Elder. We had a visit to our waters from a female 
whale giving birth to her calf on the inside of Port Noarlunga reef. The children were fascinated and enjoyed her 
time here. Our site had a very successful Play and Stay session for the parents and the children were very excited 
to show their parents around the centre and to do the planned activities. Our site had our front fence replaced and 
this included a holding section with a three-gate entry. 

Governing council report
The parent committee were unable to meet regularly as required because of COVID 19. I met regularly with the 
Director and finance officer and we shared the information with other parents. At the Annual General Meeting I was 
elected Chairperson along with other office bearers. 
At this meeting the committee recapped our plans and wishes for our kindergarten future development. The priority 
was for a new fence along the front of the kindy, and we were in desperate need of shade clothes over the sandpit 
and fort area due to repairs and to give additional shelter for the children. The committee discussed possible works 
involving the construction of a fire pit as part of a nature play area which could also be used for cultural ceremonies. 
We were also happy to hear the Buddy reading program with the primary and high schools would resume in the first 
term.
Overall the committee is very happy how the site is managed and operated and the staff are very supportive and 
professional.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal for children was to have the skills to communicate effectively and to express their emotions/needs using 
their home language at Kindergarten and in the wider community.  
Resources and strategies included engaging with parents and gaining information at the enrolment stage. Staff and 
parent used word lanyards to communicate with children and to reinforce their knowledge of familiar and new words 
and to have their needs met. The resource included 1:1 interaction and small groups with teacher. Excursions in the 
wider community supported language development triggering interests and building on the child’s familiarity with 
their environment. Parents played a very important role in the planning and attending the site to meet with staff, 
speech pathologists and other support services within DfE. 
The second goal was to support the children to understand their place and space in their world, developing spatial 
awareness.  
Our site went on two excursions one to the Zoo and the other to Kuitpo Forest with Elders. The concept of mapping 
was explored with stories such as Red Riding Hood and the map at the beginning of the story. Children completed 
treasure hunts and maps of our kindergarten area encouraging an increase in language and mathematical 
concepts. 
Staff and children engaged in a program of responsible sustainability which included a visit to Bunnings to buy 
plants and seeds for our garden. 
We engaged with the numeracy indicators and staff purchased equipment including world globe, maps, tape 
measures and rulers for measuring people and objects along with weight of various items and then made 
comparisons.
The third goal was how do we support children to build resilience- in the three years old program allowing educators 
to critically reflect on strategies to maximize predictability during routines. Our program and routines offer flexibility 
and a holistic approach to support the children and families in a culturally appropriate manner. A bus service, 
breakfast, fruit and  lunch are provided for children to support transition, attendance as well as respectful 
relationships.
Staff have engaged in cultural competence training along with introduction to SMART, Berry Street and Autism. The 
child safety training and polyvagal theory helped staff to understand how to support vulnerable children. DfE 
psychologists, social worker, speech pathologist and behaviour coach support our site with fortnightly review of 
speech and language program and are also a part of the Child Review Team.
The enablers that have been critical for success include regular staff meetings to discuss the learning goals of each 
child or focus group of children allowing staff members to discuss strategies for each child’s learning. The review 
and revise program allowed staff to come together to meet goals and take on new responsibilities.
There was also a willingness to shift goals or strategies if not working and this was supported by regular Child 
Review Team meetings with speech pathologist, special educator, behaviour coach and psychologist
We will work to have specific goals relevant for each child with a holistic and flexible approach using a cultural lens. 
Staff will have training on self-regulation regarding trauma in early childhood.
The inhibitors and factors have impeded progress was the Covid-19 virus that impacted particularly on the most 
vulnerable families and communities. Along with this knowledge came a heightened sense of anxiety and fear of the 
unknown. 
The transport program can impact on the ability to connect on a deeper level with parents and caregivers.
Increase in the numbers of young children with high needs referred for preschool support along with trauma related 
behaviour.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 48 47 54 60

2019 45 49 51 52

2020 31 33 35 40

2021 27 32 35 38

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 73.6% 63.6% 67.7% 62.2%

2019 centre 75.4% 62.6% 67.3% 68.5%

2020 centre 75.2% 70.2% 57.2% 66.1%

2021 centre 59.1% 69.5% 69.0%  76%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
The attendance data reflects that terms 3 & 4 of 2021 was similar with term 3 & 4 of 2020 and this also reflects the 
highest percentage over the 3-year period. 
Percentage attendance in term 4 of 2021 markedly increased compared to 2020.
The impact of the Covid-19 in terms 3 &4 of 2020 reflect a significant decrease and lowest attendance percentage over 
the 3-year period.
Our site in comparison with the state attendance over the past three years in term 1 2019 we were 6.6% lower than the 
state average and in term 2, 2020 we were above the state average by 0.5%. 
2021 was the only year over the 3-year period where attendance in term 4 was higher than in term1.  Our attendance 
increased over the year from 70.4% to 76.3% in term 4.
Our site continues to encourage attendance with culturally appropriate strategies and engagement with parents and 
families
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

1019 - Christie Downs Primary School 51.0% 57.1% 50.0% 39.5%
921 - Christies Beach Primary School 8.0% 2.0% 13.6% 10.5%
1066 - Hackham East Primary School 5.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.9%
1131 - Hackham West School 13.0% 4.1% 9.1% 10.5%
1188 - Morphett Vale East School 0.0% 6.1% 9.1% 5.3%
313 - Old Noarlunga Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.3%
1059 - Pimpala Primary School 2.0% 4.1% 0.0% 7.9%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

The intended destination of our 19 students reflected 10 local primary schools as follows;

Christie Downs, 6
Christies Beach, 1
Flaxmill, 1
Seaford Rise, 1
Morphett Vale East, 2
Hackham West, 3
Hallett Cove, 1
Moana, 1
Calvary, 1
Reynella East College, 1

We had one student move back to country in WA. The reasons for such a wide range of schools include parents are 
happy with the programs on offer and they suit the needs of their children. Parents with older siblings have 
connections and relationships with schools outside of their current address. This also reflected the fact that the 
majority of our enrolments are ATSI children who come from various post codes across the southern suburbs who 
benefit from our attendance improvement program.

Destination schools comment
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Family opinion survey summary
Copies of the Parent Opinion Surveys were handed out to parents in term 4. The online surveys can often be 
overlooked by parents. The target group focused on families who had children going off to school the following year. 
The parent and child voices are encouraged and reflected in our program which is inclusive of all families and staff 
members. The results will support the staff to target areas of concern from parents and develop strategies to support 
positive change at our site. These strategies will also support the staff with their Professional Development Plan (PDP).

The parent’s response to three area including ‘quality teaching learning’, ‘support of learning’ and ‘relationships and 
communication’ indicates an overall strong satisfaction with our program and staff. The parents also reflected on the 
educational program offered to support each child’s learning as a warm and welcoming learning environment. 
Regarding the questions around ‘children’s learning’ and the ‘learning program’ at our site, the positive feedback 
received reflects the successful implementation of programming and practice at our site.  

In the area of ‘leadership and decision making’ parent responses indicated an overall satisfied with the preschool 
planning and indicated there was effective leadership and management at the preschool. Some parents expressed 
concern with the lack of parental involvement and participation in decision making around the program and resources 
at our site. We will continue to monitor ways we support parental involvement with open days newsletters, seesaw and 
governing council meetings.

Our site values and respects the contributions parents, extended family members and community members have to 
offer to our program. The criminal history screening process was significant for Aboriginal parents because of the 
historical background and negative past experiences. The screening process has changed to an online process and 
our site supports parents and volunteers to complete their DCSI screening at home after we commence the process.  
Completed certificates are stored on-site for future reference.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $487,845
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $706
Other $3,694

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

The Numeracy and Literacy funding was allocated for a 1.0 teacher and other staffing including TRT.
Resources were purchased to support the children achieve success in the areas of numeracy and literacy 
curriculum.

The One Child One Plans were completed and 
the learning goals followed up in the planning 
and program process.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Our site implemented a preschool support program with a focus on speech and language and wellbeing.
The PSP allocation enable our site to provide one on one sessions for each child with an experienced 
early childhood worker or student teacher with experience in special education.
A number of students had their request for support allocation reviewed and adjusted and this allowed 
for intensive support one to one with the same person.

The children transitioning to school had 
specific learning goals and the strategies 
implemented were achieved.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


