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Context and highlights
Brentwood Drive Kindergarten is a part time, stand-alone, Department for Education kindergarten, located on 
Kaurna Land within a picturesque public reserve in the suburb of Huntfield Heights, Southern Adelaide. The area 
has been long established, however new sub developments to the south of the kindergarten, within Huntfield 
Heights, are leading to younger families moving into the area. Our preschool programme operates on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 8.30 am to 1.30 pm. This enables the children to access their 15 hours of preschool. 
The Kindergarten is home to a Speech and Language Program which provides specialist teaching for 7 children 
enrolled into the program. A Playgroup is offered on Thursday mornings which is widely used by members of the 
community and surrounding suburbs. We work in partnership with our families to meet the needs of each child and 
we embrace the principles of sustainability to empower our community. We place a large emphasis on children’s 
wellbeing and our focus is always on what is best for the child. We offer a wide range of play based, indoor and 
outdoor experiences and opportunities based on children's ideas and learning needs. Building relationships and 
strengthening children's learning dispositions.
Highlights this year were our termly family days; Easter Stay & Play, Music Concert and family BBQ and our end of 
year Twilight Christmas Concert and picnic. These events were all held outdoors in our large natural space. 
Families engaged with each other while sharing in learning experiences with their children. Our excursion to 
Hopgood Theatre was a highlight during term 3. Children, educators and parent volunteers enjoyed the theatre 
experience. After, families and educators met at the Jubilee playground in Port Noarlunga for a picnic lunch. This 
was a welcome community occasion due to the restrictions that COVID-19 brought particularly during terms 2 and 3. 
Our community was supportive during all the changes, this was reflected in children's resilience, perseverance and 
therefore learning. Our kindergarten also participated in the Biggest Morning Tea and raised money and awareness 
for The Cancer Council. Our Governing Council had 6 members this year, which was another highlight. Meetings 
were well attended and family days and fundraising were high on the priority list this year.
Our educational focus on data gathering and extending children’s conversational skills, led educators to have quality 
discussions and critical
reflection about children's learning and how we can make a bigger impact in children’s learning.

Governing council report
We anxiously entered 2021 unsure what a year of Kindy in a Pandemic would bring. Happily we made it through the 
year relatively unscathed with only one lockdown closing kindy temporarily. With some added hygiene practices, 
social distancing and some creative drop/pick ups our children were able to enjoy the many wonders of their first 
year of schooling. With restrictions being minimal the Governing Council was able to plan multiple events for 
families including: 
Term 1- Easter stay and play. We enjoyed a sausage sizzle and hot cross buns while the children made beautiful 
Easter creations including bunny ears and egg decorating.  
Term 2- Biggest Morning Tea fundraiser. The children baked banana muffins and there were many other yummy 
goodies available. It was a beautiful afternoon and we raised $281.50 for the Cancer Council. Musical Muscles 
Concert – to celebrate the end of the Musical Muscles program we held a concert. The children performed to show 
of their newly learned musical skills. The children loved their visits from Caleb.  
Term 3- Book week. For Book Week this year the kids read ‘Room on the Broom’ by Julia Donaldson. The children 
made their own brooms and dressed up in characters from the book. In line with COVID restrictions the children did 
a parade in the park outside of the kindy. The Patch Theatre Performance of ‘I Wish’ was followed by a family picnic 
lunch and play at Jubilee Park as well.
Term 4- We wrapped up the year with a Christmas concert. The children performed many beautiful Christmas songs 
for us while we came to terms that the end of our Kindy year was upon us.  
We also had some exciting Kindy upgrades; a shade cover over the swings and a new garden stage for the children 
to play on to name a few. 
We are so grateful to Louise and all of the educators for our wonderful year of Kindy. We know all the children will 
go into their first year of school curious and ready to learn.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal 1: To develop children's oral language to allow them to successfully engage with others and the learning 
program. 
In focusing on this goal, educators observed and documented children’s conversations skills. The focus was to 
introduce a wide vocabulary for children to learn and begin to use in play. Through observation, tracking children’s 
conversations and critical evaluation discussions, educators used play, intentional teaching, book-based learning 
focusing on Tier 2 words, group times, dramatic play and music and movement to support children’s language 
development. Staff engaged in training about Kaurna Culture. Educators used this knowledge and learning to add 
more Aboriginal focus to our teaching and learning with children. Using Kaurna words and singing songs to support 
all learner’s oral language skills.
Throughout the year educators monitored and tracked children’s conversational skills and noticed engagement 
between peers had increased. Children were playing for longer periods of time in self chosen activities and seeking 
others to play and converse with. Conversations between children were longer or had more depth and content. 

Goal 2: To improve children's capacity to identify and use data in their surroundings.
Educators introduced children to data collection initially by focusing on things about them like pets, hair colour and 
eye colour. As children become familiar with the concept, educators began using data collection with children to 
make decisions about things at kindy, like what vegetables we should plant in our gardens or what fruit we should 
buy to make fruit salad with. Children began to collate data independently on what vehicles drove past kindy most 
often or what colour car we saw the most. Data collection about the daily UV rating supported children in 
understanding when they needed hats and/or sunscreen. Using the iPad to collect data during the Australian 
Backyard Bird Count supported some children to become interested in data collection through using technology. 
The children began to read the data noticing bigger and smaller numbers particularly when a visual graph was used.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 25 26 26 25

2019 30 28 27 28

2020 22 N/A 25 25

2021 26 25 24 24

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 77.0% 88.5% 87.0% 90.5%

2019 centre 85.6% 90.5% 79.1% 86.0%

2020 centre 89.1% 82.2% 80.8%

2021 centre 83.9% 82.5% 90.5%  89.3%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
During term 1 there were changes to enrolments, which led to some children being absent as they transitioned to new 
areas or kindergartens. Families have been cautious during high periods of COVID-19 cases and kept their children 
home from kindy. Attendance has improved over the year, with term 3 supporting high attendance rates. Term 4 begins 
children's school transition visits and many of them this year were on kindy days. Unknown absences are decreasing 
as we continue to follow up with families who have not notified the kindergarten. Families are contacted to provide a 
reason for regular or unexplained absences. Support is provided to families where needed on an individual basis to try 
to improve attendance.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

9124 - Antonio Catholic School 5.0% 7.7% 5.9% 17.7%
8005 - Calvary Lutheran Primary School 5.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.9%
1066 - Hackham East Primary School 0.0% 15.4% 5.9% 5.9%
640 - Hallett Cove School 0.0% 3.9% 0.0% 5.9%
1071 - Moana Primary School 5.0% 0.0% 5.9% 5.9%
289 - Mount Compass Area School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.9%
313 - Old Noarlunga Primary School 11.0% 15.4% 11.8% 17.7%
362 - Port Noarlunga Primary School 11.0% 3.9% 5.9% 11.8%
8390 - Prescott College Southern 0.0% 3.9% 5.9% 5.9%
379 - Reynella Primary School 0.0% 3.9% 5.9% 5.9%
9014 - St John the Apostle Catholic School 22.0% 3.9% 11.8% 11.8%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

In 2021 children have transitioned to 15 different schools, 11 Government and 5 Non-Government schools. Although 
this is a large number, it reflects the location of where our preschool is situated. Our preschool is a standalone 
preschool, on the fringes of many local schools. This offers a wide variety for our families. Brentwood Drive 
Kindergarten also has a specialised Speech and Language program for 7 children. These children often reside outside 
our local area and generally attend their local primary school or a specialised communication class.

Destination schools comment
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Family opinion survey summary
We received 18 responses of the parent survey in 2021. We promote positive and constructive feedback from families 
throughout the year in multiple ways and find families will discuss concerns if and when they arise with educators. 
Overall families are very happy with the service, with most spots highlighted in the 'Strongly Agree' or 'Agree' columns. 
Under the heading of ‘Relationships and Communication’ one third of responses were ‘agree’. This has been noted 
and educators will work through improving this for future years.
Comments include:
Fantastic teachers at my children’s preschool
I always feel welcome and comfortable to talk with staff. They know my child well.
I have sent both my children to this kindergarten because they have been excellent with both of their emotional and 
educational needs
My son has developed so much since starting at Brentwood Drive Kindy, I cannot speak any more highly of the 
teachers here. Their high standards of teaching strongly reflect on the progress of how far my son has come since the 
start of the year. I could not be happier.
The quality has been amazing, well done and thanks.
My grandson has had a high level of support to which I am very thankful
Outstanding support for my child who has learning struggles, the school has put in place wonderful support.
They have been an amazing help with my son that has ASD.
Even with COVID-19 problems we get newsletters and can read things on Facebook. I know the staff would make time 
to talk when I want.
All 3 of my children have attended this kindy all 3 with sensory issues/health issues and they have always met my 
children's needs. I have been very satisfied by there efforts. Especially this yr with my youngest starting a yr early, he 
has health issues that they have worked with to their highest standards. I couldn't be more happy with what they have 
always done and continued to do.
Brentwood Drive Kindy and the teachers who work so hard there, make sure our children are progressing as they 
should, go above and beyond to make the experiences of the children outstanding.

Permanent staff have a personal folder which includes documentation of all their necessary qualifications and 
clearances. These confidential records are kept in a locked filing cabinet. Dates of completed training and checks is 
documented on a training matrix on the WHS noticeboard. Contract and relief staff need to provide their Department 
for Education authority to teach/work and any other necessary documentation including Working with Children checks 
or history screenings, to the Director for approval and signing before they commence work. This is stored with relevant 
documentation and filed in a common folder located in a locked filing cabinet in the Director's office.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $0
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $4,048
Other $1,734

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

A music program was funded during terms 1 and 2 to support children's numeracy and literacy learning. 
Staff attended training about Kaurna Culture to support teaching and learning at kindergarten using 
Kaurna language, traditions and experiences.

Children's oral language, Kaurna language, 
patterning and concentration spans 
developed through engagement in singing, 
movement and using instruments during 
music sessions. 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Funding was used to employ additional support staff to engage children in small group work and 1:1 
sessions to build on and develop skills in areas highlighted on their One Plan, particularly around 
speech, language, comprehension and behaviour. Children were also supported in the learning 
environment to negotiate and manage play with their peers and during larger group times to engage in 
group learning. Some children had supported transition visits to school during term 4.

Children's skills improved in building 
relationships with others, managing change 
and transitions better and developing 
individual goals as highlighted on their One 
Plan.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


