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Context and highlights
Ascot Park Kindergarten is a Department for Education kindergarten Category 1 site located in the suburb of Park 
Holme. The kindergarten continues to undergo significant growth over the past 3 years with extensive housing 
development occurring within and around our local area. This has resulted in an increase in families with preschool 
aged children seeking enrolment. For the second year we were able to increase our capacity with a waiver and 
began the year at capacity. There is a mix of housing surrounding the site including private rental, public housing, 
private home ownership, emergency housing and women's shelters. Children attending the kindergarten come from 
a wide range of socio economic, cultural and linguistic backgrounds and enrol independently or are referred and 
supported through government or community services. This year 79% of our of our children had English as a 
second language and support to enable children to engage in our program was assisted by Bilingual staff 
throughout the year.
As enrolments increased and we started at capacity we began the year operating with a 5 day fortnight roster to 
support all children accessing 15 hours and  3 year old Aboriginal learners 12 hours of education. Staffing was able 
to remain stable with 0.8 Director, 2 part time teachers and ECW support. Throughout the year we supported 
learners with CALD support, specialist support for vulnerable children who needed support to access the learning 
program and speech and language programs for identified children. Funding was also received to operate a 
Bilingual Playgroup in term 4 and was manged by Bilingual support workers to help CALD families transition in to 
preschool.
Despite the changes faced by everyone with COVID restrictions we managed to have a number of highlights that 
included a fundraising event that connected families early in the year as well as both offsite and on site excursions 
and incursions that we could link to children's learning and to offer experiences to stretch children's interests and 
learning. These experiences included a visit to Urrbrae Farm, the Police Road Safety School, Nature Education 
Centre visits and a Science performance. We were also fortunate to continue our visits to Ascot Park Primary 
school for supervised Gymnastics sessions. These sessions are beneficial in offering children opportunities to 
experience safe and challenging physical activities to build strength, physical skills and collaborative sharing 
experiences. We also support OT students from Flinders University in their practical placements which benefit our 
families and staff with identifying and referrals for children identified with physical development nee

Governing council report
2021 was a productive year for the Governing Council of Ascot Park Kindergarten.  The most memorable 
achievement was the successful Bunnings Sausage Sizzle fundraiser in March.  We raised $840 from the day which 
was used to buy some new indoor and outdoor activities for the children.  Apart from the money raised, it was also 
an excellent opportunity to build relationships amongst the family members of the children who helped out in 
preparing for and cooking/serving on the day.
We also achieved some WHS and furnishing upgrades throughout the year with carpet and lino replacement, some 
painting, capping and water pump replacement. 
Despite the COVID-19 challenges the children managed to enjoy two excursions to both Urrbrae Farm and the 
Police Road Safety School.  They enjoyed fortnightly gymnastics at Ascot Park Primary School, a visit from the 
Bubble Man and a policeman.  The year finished with a beautiful graduation ceremony to celebrate the 
achievements of the children.  Overall a very successful year!

Rebecca Thompson
2021 Chairperson
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Reflection on our 2020 improvement goals indicated we had made progress in both improving children's 
engagement in sustained conversations (literacy goal)  and improving children's ability to articulate their 
understanding of maths language in their play (numeracy). We also committed to developing staff confidence in 
supporting our Aboriginal learners and CALD children through our engagement and learning using the Talk Play 
Read document. This enabled staff to reflect on pedagogical approaches used with children that supported 
engagement in both learning activities with improved conversation showing content and meaning and conversations 
becoming extended with relevant detail. Improvements were documented of children's ability to engage and remain 
focussed in formal learning activities and incidental play experiences. It was also noted that children's play in groups 
and pairs was extended and they spent longer engaging with each other or with the group play as their ability to use 
and incorporate language developed. Using the Talk Play Read sessions we sought family input around the 
importance of book based stories and learning. A number of our families are not familiar with reading text to their 
children to support language and vocabulary development and we used the results of the surveys to share 
information both in print and visually of the benefits. Children also involved themselves in sharing how they 
preferred to communicate. For many families it was through their cultural and indigenous stories, songs and dance 
and parents were clear they did not want children to lose these important cultural connections to language. We also 
employed a music teacher engaged by our Partnership who supported educators and learners skills in rhyme, song, 
vocabulary and patterns in words that engaged children in fun ways to use language. We continued developing 
children's numeracy language using explicit and direct teaching along with frequent re-visiting of numeracy terms, 
questioning and prioritising the learning and repetition. Observations and documentation of children's progress 
indicated a growth in children's problem solving skills, ability to decipher patterns, categorizing, sorting and using 
mathematical knowledge and vocabulary in their explanations. Data collected over 2 terms showed increased 
understanding of of 1,2,3 dimensional shapes and transferring their knowledge to objects in their environment with 
parents  frequently reporting on the mathematical terms children were using identifying objects in their home or 
surrounding environments.
This year we continued to develop our learning from last year around supporting children's management of 
emotions and self regulation through consistent relaxation sessions at transition periods of the day to help children 
regulate and calm before moving to new activities. This has been particularly important to support our vulnerable 
and younger learners to have an opportunity to approach changes calmly and in control. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 30 36 40 41

2019 29 29 34 34

2020 35 N/A 32 33

2021 36 38 35 36

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 89.8% 79.9% 78.7% 86.7%

2019 centre 91.5% 86.5% 82.8% 87.3%

2020 centre 89.0% 73.5% 89.2%

2021 centre 91.7% 83.7% 86.3%  87%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
As for 2020, attendance patterns varied across the year due to a number of factors. Restrictions imposed due to the 
pandemic affected a number of our families and many chose to be cautious about attending at various times in the 
year. This year we had a number of children enrolled where trauma in their family background had been ongoing and 
at various times they retreated from preschool attendance. These families were kept connected through text and 
phone conversations as well as email learning and program information. Some families with trauma backgrounds 
began at preschool and remained for short periods of time before transitioning to other services or preschools as their 
housing situations changed. For a few of our indigenous families various social and family reasons required them to 
relocate for periods of time making attendance irregular.
For a high number of children, access to preschool is reliant on parent and carer transport availability and weather 
conditions. A number of children are also cared for during the day by elderly grandparents and this often impacts on 
children's ability to attend regularly.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

340 - Ascot Park Primary School 32.0% 55.0% 66.7% 70.4%
8405 - Emmaus Christian College 0.0% 0.0% 4.2% 3.7%
658 - Forbes Primary School 16.0% 20.0% 4.2% 7.4%
993 - Marion Primary School 0.0% 10.0% 0.0% 7.4%
9029 - Our Lady of Grace School 4.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.7%
907 - Plympton International College 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.7%
8220 - St Mary's Memorial School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.7%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
The Parent Opinion survey was emailed to all families in term 3 along with detailed instructions and weekly reminders 
through text and email. This year we had approximately 40% of families respond to the survey. Comments in the 
survey were a positive reflection on the areas surveyed , however, as many of our families find reading and particularly 
writing in English difficult there is a disproportionate number of families engaging in the survey that we can draw 
accurate results from. 
Despite the challenges of the year 100% of families felt the preschool was well organized and were confident in how it 
was managed.
Supporting children’s learning was an area families felt positive about with 64% strongly agreeing and 36% agreeing 
that we provided a safe and secure learning environment and 57% strongly agreed and 42% agreed that their child 
was motivated to learn. Over the year we have had to adapt to practices to include online support, some distance 
learning for families unable to attend and new ways of keeping families connected to the learning program their 
children were engaging in. We were also pleased to see that  64% strongly agreed and 36% agreed  that their child 
received high quality teaching at this preschool and 71% strongly agreed that educators knew what their child was 
capable of and what they need to support their learning.

Some families chose to comment on various areas of the preschool service:
‘The kindy provides a very safe learning environment for children from a range of backgrounds. The staff are very 
engaged with the children’s learning needs and build upon their areas of interest.’
‘A wonderful kindy community with wonderful staff who know my child well and create a safe and supportive learning 
environment.’

All elected Governing Council members were trained online in responding to Abuse and Neglect in the month following 
their election. Electronic and hard copy files Relief Staff Authority to Teach, Teacher Registration, DHS WWCC, RAN 
and relevant training certificates are  kept on site for reference and photo ID is collected if it is their first visit on site. 
Parents volunteering for excursions also supplied a copy of their Relevant History screening prior to volunteering on 
excursions. A register of relevant details for all staff and visitors is also kept on site including cleaners, photographers, 
students and ground staff This includes Relevant History screenings, RAN, Teacher Registration details Relevant 
trainings First Aid training as well as their expiry dates.
Staff are reminded w

Relevant history screening

This year we have seen an increase in the number of children transitioning from Ascot Park Kindergarten to local 
primary schools within our Partnership. Destination to Ascot Park Primary school increased by 3.7% and has more 
than doubled between 2018 to 2021, Forbes Primary School by 3.2% and there was a 7.4% increase to Marion 
Primary School. Attendance at private schools is generally motivated by cultural and religious reasons and older 
siblings or other family enrolled at the school. Ascot Park Primary school continues to be our main feeder school within 
the Partnership that our children transition to. Both the kindergarten and school sites have developed strong 
connections through the Early Years Transition project, fortnightly gymnastics sessions as well as leaders sharing of 
site goals and directions. Geographically Ascot Park Primary school is also the most accessible for the majority of 
families.

Destination schools comment
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Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $423,261
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $17,400
Other $2,344

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding was used to increase staffing and to provide pertinent professional training in adapting the Talk 
Play Read document and and to support our work in Aboriginal Learner Achievement focus area of 
working towards Assuring Consistent High Quality Classroom Practice. Specifically this was to support a 
literacy rich environment to support children's use of oral language to engage in meaningful 
conversation with educators and peers. Funding was also used extensively in educator professional 
development to support our work in developing children's use of mathematical language in their play. 

There has been a conscious shift in Educator 
practice and the use of intentional and 
explicit teaching as well as improvements in 
Educators reflecting on their practice.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Children identified with speech, language, sensory, behavioural/emotional needs, developmental delays 
and engagement in learning difficulties were supported with ECW support staff also trained in speech 
therapy. Support sessions were provided twice a week for identified children in both individual and 
small planned group sessions. Funding supported educators to initiate and maintain One Plans and 
meetings with both DfE support staff and private providers. 

Of the children who accessed support this 
year all but 3 reached set targets. These 
children will continue with ongoing support 
and monitoring at school using their One 
Plan. 



Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Funding for a Bilingual Playgroup was used to complete speech and language questionnaires with 
families to set up support for the children for the year. Bilingual support was used extensively to 
support individual children and cohorts engagement in to the learning program as well as helping 
families access preschool information. There are a few children who will need ongoing intensive support 
to engage in learning programs when they transition to school and support services and educators have 
worked with families and the children to have support in place for the beginning of their schooling year.

Successful transition to preschool for those 
children involved in the Playgroup. The 
majority of CALD children transitioning to 
school were able to engage well in learning 
pro

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


