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Context and highlights
Settlers Farm is an established community, situated 19 kilometres, north of Adelaide at Paralowie. There is a 
shopping/community centre close to the kindergarten. There is a broad representation of various cultural 
backgrounds (4% are identified as Aboriginal/ Torres Strait Islander and 44% are children with English as an 
Additional language/ dialect (EALD)). Approximately 91% of kindergarten children attend the Settlers Farm Campus 
on exit. Parent volunteers are active in decision making through the Governing Council. In 2021, Settlers Farm 
Campus Kindergarten is assigned by the Department for Education as a `Category 1' site with a Preschool Director 
Band A-2. The kindergarten has an average of 96 eligible enrolments attending 15 hours per week, and one 
playgroup operating weekly. Staffing includes 1.0 Director, 2.5 Teachers, 2.0 Early Childhood Workers (Teacher 
assistants), Universal Access staffing (0.7 Teacher, and 0.4 Early Childhood Worker), Preschool support workers, 
and Bilingual Assistants. Children attended 2 consecutive days 8:30am-3:15pm (with an alternate Wednesday 
morning 8:30-11:30am) to provide more consistency for their learning and were provided with learning at home 
resources due to Covid-19 to transfer knowledge from kindergarten to home. Children participate in various cultural 
celebrations including Chinese New Year, Shrove Tuesday, Harmony Day, Easter Fun Day, Anzac Day, 
Reconciliation week, Halloween, Naidoc week, celebrating children and staff birthdays, Remembrance Day and 
Christmas. Throughout the year children participated in a variety of special events and experiences including 
incursions with 'Mobile  junk and nature playground', Professor Planet, Kindergarten photos, attending campus 
assemblies, school playground visits, Police officer and car visit, caring for the vegetable garden, Teddy Bears 
Picnic, Halloween Disco, visits to reception classes, transition visits to Settlers Farm Campus, Magic Mike Magician 
Show, Summer Celebration, and an End of Year celebration. Throughout each day, children are taught in an open-
spaced kindergarten environment that provokes inquiry based learning with all educators. Small group time is 
implemented twice per day (literacy - oral language, phonological awareness- Heggerty, child protection curriculum; 
and numeracy - focus on subitising). 

Further information can be found via our website:
https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/settlers-farm-campus-kindergarten

Governing council report
The 2021 Governing Council has consisted of a group of dedicated members, new and old, willing to attend 
meetings and contribute with ideas and time to ensure that this year was a successful one.
Several fundraising activities including, Kindy Art Show, Billy G’s Cookie Dough and the Christmas Raffle, were 
accomplished this year and successfully raised a total of $2,936. Overall, we are thrilled with the outcome of all 
fundraising efforts, which will be able to be put back into the continuous development of the kindy.  
We were excited to have Jasmin win the Director position for the next five years in term 2, which means new and 
exciting opportunities for the kindy. 
Other highlights this year have been the expansion of the play area and the new wall artwork by Rusted Tin – 
Contemporary Aboriginal Arts.
Some of the excursions/incursions this year were, Bush Kindy at Cobblers Creek, Animals Anonymous, Nature Play 
Incursion with Glen from 'Mobile Junk and Nature Playground', and a Police visit. The children also enjoyed, 
watching Henny Penny Eggs hatch, Halloween Disco, End of Year Celebration and Graduation, amongst other 
happenings during the year.
The Governing Council members, along with kindy staff, have all worked together to make sure each and every 
activity was as successful as possible. I would like to thank all the members of Governing Council from 2021 and all 
of Settlers Farm Kindy staff for all their hard work and contributions to the success of the year. 
This was my third and final year on the Governing Council, I have enjoyed my time greatly and I wish all the best to 
all the new members of 2022 Governing Council and all the years beyond. 
The kindy does need parent support, so I highly encourage new families to join the Governing Council in 2022 as it’s 
a great way to be involved, have a voice, meet other families and to help make a better kindergarten for everyone. 
Thank you again to the staff at Settlers Farm Kindergarten and my fellow Council members for a successful 2021. 
Jess Ratcliff, Governing Council Chairperson.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Quality Area 1: Educational program and Practice. Key improvements and achievements:
Literacy: PASM. Improvement of all children’s phonological awareness development through Heggerty in large 
group times. Oral language development through ‘Book based’ learning and ‘book making’. Segmenting syllables: 
52% of children achieved 'applying' level (Level 4). 53% of children progressed 2 or more levels. Matching rhyme: 
48% of children achieved 'applying' level (Level 4). 32% of children progressed 2 or more levels. Producing Rhyme: 
27% of children achieved ‘applying’ level (Level 4). 44% of children progressed two or more levels. Initial Sounds: 
15% of children achieved ‘applying’ level (Level 4). 26% of children progressed two or more levels.
9 children out of 90 tested (10%) achieved 4/4 areas of PASM.
• Numeracy focus – implementing subitising (number) using the ‘Four Top 5’ developed by Ann Baker. 1st Top 5 – 
85.55% of children achieved 5/5 (by the end of Term 4), 2nd Top 5 – 58.88% of children achieved 5/5 (by the end of 
Term 4), 3rd Top 5 – 43.33% of children achieved 5/5 (by the end of Term 4), 4th Top 5 – 6.66% of children achieved 
5/5 (by the end of Term 4).
6 children (6.66%) out of 90 observed achieved 5/5 across all Four Top 5 areas.
PQIP 2021 literacy focus goal: To extend children’s capacity to use and understand tier 2/3 words in contexts. Key 
Improvements: Implement explicit group times with interventions based on data evidence sets. Book based 
learning/PQIP focus:
Term 1- 77% increase (14 out of 18) in oral language/vocabulary development, middle/high categorised children 
achieved the most improvement.Term 2- 72% increase (13 out of 18) in oral language/vocabulary, middle/high 
categorised children achieved the most improvement.Term 3-- 77% increase (14 out of 18) in oral 
language/vocabulary development, middle/high categorised children achieved the most improvement.Term 4- 55% 
increase (10 out of 18) in oral language/vocabulary overall, high categorised children achieved the most 
improvement. Key Improvements: program implementation and routine structures reviewed.
Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety. Key improvements and achievements: Health support and risk 
management plans implemented and discussed with families and Healthy Food and Nutrition' policy reviewed and 
endorsed by Governing Council
Key Improvements: Immunisation records and ensuring these are kept up to date.
Quality Area 3: Physical Environment. Key improvements and achievements: Risk benefit assessments/analysis of 
learning environments and expansion of outdoor play spaces.
Quality Area 4: Staffing Arrangements. Key improvements and achievements: Induction information emailed to all 
educators including relief educators, Educators sharing of pedagogy at least once per term, Critical reflection 
proforma/booklet for documenting daily reflections and Preschool workforce changes implemented.
 Quality Area 5: Relationships with Children. Key improvements and achievements: Educators catering for children 
with special rights (targeted professional learning).
Key Improvements: • Introduce all 5 characters of the ‘You can do it’ program (term program). 
Quality Area 6: Collaborative partnerships with families and communities. Key improvements and achievements: 
Cultural inclusivity, Displayed learning and notices on windows for parents to view due to no entrance in buildings 
(COVID-19). Key improvements: parent input in programming and documenting their voice.
Quality Area 7: Leadership and service management. Key improvements and achievements: Statement of 
philosophy reviewed in Week 0 as well as Term 4 for the 2022 PQIP.Site progress meetings and traffic light reviews, 
Social media procedure created and Performance Development reviews conducted twice.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 104 109 109 112

2019 106 107 108 107

2020 110 N/A 104 106

2021 95 96 90 90

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

1851 - Settlers Farm Campus R-6 91.0% 93.5% 91.4% 89.5%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 87.6% 88.6% 87.7% 88.7%

2019 centre 90.3% 85.2% 81.5% 82.9%

2020 centre 89.0% 83.9% 87.7%

2021 centre 82.3% 68.6% 86.5%  70%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Enrolments have averaged at 90 FTE eligible enrolments for the year. Enrolments decreased at the beginning of Term 
3 due to children attending mid-year intakes to private sector schooling and Covid. Throughout the year, we had four 
eligible ATSI four and five year old children commence kindergarten- three continuing on from the previous year and 
one beginning their kindergarten journey.
Non-attendees were duly noted and received communication via phone calls, text messages and written information 
(including session times, emails and newsletters). Close links with the local school’s Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 
have provided parents with options to support their child attending kindergarten regularly. 2021 attendances were, on 
average, lower than previous years. A contributing factor for lower than usual attendances may be due to weather; 
families walking and family events/holidays and Covid again having big impacts on enrolments and non-attendees due 
to illness and keeping children at home.
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Family opinion survey summary
46 respondents completed the survey. 
Quality of teaching and learning: Responses were predominantly positive with strongly agree/agree markers. 
Comments included: ‘'Educators genuinely show interest in my child and what she needs to learn/improve on', 'Settlers 
farm kindergarten provides an exceptional learning environment that is inclusive for all learners. Educators are inviting, 
engaging and provide an incredible kindy experience. The communication with families is exceptional and I feel so 
confident the educators are providing my child with the highest standard of learning helping his readiness for school'.
Support of learning: The majority of respondents agree/strongly agree. Comments included: 'my child has 1:1 support 
for special needs. This has made kindy an enjoyable and inclusive experience for my son. The director has done a 
fantastic job of organising and advocating'.
Relationships and communication: A high proportion of parents strongly agree/agree to the statements regarding being 
informed about Preschool activities, all backgrounds and cultures are treated fairly and families are encouraged to be 
involved in the Preschool.  However, there were mixed responses (neutral/agree/strongly agree) around parents 
receiving information about their child's progress and achievement. Comments included: 'The educators are excellent 
in providing communication regarding your child’s day and the planned curriculum/ upcoming events. It would be great 
to have an online platform for working mums to see photos as I can’t always get in to look in his portfolio', great 
communication with the director. I can't thank her enough for her support'
Leaderships & decision making: Responses were mostly positive regarding the leadership and decision making at 
Settlers Farm Kindergarten with parents responding positively around organisation, opportunities to be involved and 
invited to participate in decision making. 'The past year with Covid... i know other kindergartens were not as up to date 
with home schooling and i think with out the leadership'

The Director ensured that all educators, playgroup coordinators, work experience students, volunteers and Governing 
Council members, cleaner and contract gardener have had their screening completed through DHS (complying with 
"Working with children check guidelines"- July 2019). The information has been retained confidentially at the site 
(register). All Governing Council members and volunteers received the Volunteer Policy and Procedure and 
participated in a ‘Volunteer induction’ meeting. A Volunteer register is available on site.

Relevant history screening

Settlers Farm Campus R-7 continues to be an overwhelming preferred choice of destination school with 81.11% of 
families opting for their local school. Many Private and public destination schools were selected by families due to 
house relocations and parents work arrangements.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $0
Grants: Commonwealth $14,217
Parent Contributions $38,098
Other $2,200

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Literacy (PASM) 1st, 2nd and 4th term data and numeracy (Four Top 5) termly data collation– . Review 
data to develop and implement programs to cater for Early Assistance (including Intellectual Stretch). 
Release an educator to monitor/review ATSI children's one plans. Employed an educator to provide early 
intervention for ATSI children and assess PASM term 1, 2 and 4 and support implementation of 
Heggerty/PASM early intervention small groups. Collation of data through Book Based learning focussing 
on vocabulary and phonological awareness.

The PASM and Numeracy data displayed 
improvement across all areas for most 
children.  An increase of oral language 
through book based learning.

Inclusive Education Support Program

21 children (23%) were eligible for ROC consultations with student support services for additional 
support or recommendations. 21 children were eligible to receive Preschool support for a variety of 
additional needs including speech and language disorders, behaviour, global developmental delay and 
Autism and 1 child was eligible for extensive needs funding.

One plans' were reviewed and evaluated 
termly (or when new information was 
provided by specialists). Generally, there was 
improvement.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

Bilingual support assistants supported 41% EALD children and their families in their home language and 
culture. BLA’s supported the implementation of literacy and numeracy activities as well as children's 
wellbeing and development of dispositions in the kindergarten environment

Improvement of children's dispositions for 
their learning. Families feeling supported in 
their home language. Improvement in 
children's confidence to communicate.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


