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Context and highlights
Lyndoch Valley Family Centre is a stand-alone Preschool located next to Lyndoch Primary School.  Following the 
Department of Education guidelines Preschool children at Lyndoch Valley Family Centre access 30 hours per 
fortnight. We run as a part time Centre operating on Tuesday, Wednesday and alternate Thursdays.
 
Lyndoch Valley Family Centre offer an integrated Occasional Care service every Tuesdays with an AM session and 
a PM session which is a highly sought after service.  The site also supports a community run Playgroup on site 
every Friday which is accessed by many families within the community.  
 
The Centre has a good connection to the local Primary School which has enabled our access to their Gymnasium, 
Library, Playground and Nature based environment.
 
This Centre has strong relationships with Preschool parent’s immediate community and has high levels of parent 
involvement which take pride in the Centre.
We have had consistent numbers on Governing Council in 2021, which were very committed to making the best 
opportunities for the children attending.  Covid-19 had an impact with onsite attendance for governing meetings, 
however emails were conducted.

Community help with topping up sandpits, bark chips and finishing our plant verge and other various nature areas 
for children.  Parents happily complied with the various C0VID changes throughout the year.  Nature interest 
continued by exploring the many animals visiting the site.  This availability of nature allowed many children to 
challenge their confidence and build on their knowledge to share with others.

Participation at the nearby school was highlighted by joining in with ‘are you ok day’.  Many dispositions were 
explored including bravery, confidence, communication and persistence by the Preschool children.

Literacy interest and involvement from children and parents flourished. Children were accountable for recognizing 
syllables, rhyme and beginning sound during their play experiences.  Nursery rhymes, rhyming books and general 
singing was apparent in the play area.
 
Continuing on with our 2021 Oral Language and emergent literacy focus, social and emotional regulation learning 
we aim to embed this practice within our site, introducing numeracy language to our focus.

Governing council report
Lyndoch Valley Family Centre
Governing Council Chairperson’s End of Year Report 2021

Another year, another set of challenges for the Lyndoch Valley Family Centre and communities all around. The year 
got off to a good start and we lasted fairly-well until halfway through, with the state-wide lockdown in July. The 
Centre has had to pivot and adapt as with last year. Mask mandates meant the tweaking in drop off and pick up 
procedures. The communication from the staff and the Lyndoch Valley Family Centre was effective to ensure all 
families were up to date with the changes, and I’m sure I’m not the only one who appreciated the ongoing efforts to 
keep everyone in the loop.
Thanks to the hard-working staff and the assistance from volunteers, overall, it was another positive year for the 
Centre. As in previous years, there has been multiple fundraising efforts raising valuable money for the Centre. 
Thanks again to all those who offered the time and resources in these endeavors. The staff have continued to 
implement and update various things at the Centre, including some fencing updates, technology updates with new 
Wi-Fi cabling, new fruit trees, and so on.
The Preschoolers were lucky enough to have an assortment of animal visitors and residents at the Centre this year 
providing an invaluable resource and opportunity. Chickens, Rats, and several types of insects were all present at 
some point, and enjoyed by the children, and some of the parent’s I’m sure.
On a personal note, this is my last year as a member of the Lyndoch Valley Family Centre, with my youngest 
daughter moving into school next year. I haven’t been as involved this year, but it has been great to see others 
sticking their hands up for odd jobs, mowing, and helping out where the centre needs. I’d like to thank the educators, 
Courtney, Nicky, Kathryn, Claire and others that have relieved or helped, for yet another great year, despite the 
challenges. I know the children love what they have at the Lyndoch Valley Family Centre and it is because of you 
and your constant efforts. Many thanks and all the best for 2022.

Martin Mowbray
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Preschool quality improvement planning
2021's Program and Practice focused on Oral language, emergent literacy within a play based and social 
environment.
Individual data collection saw educators gather PASM (Phonological Awareness Skill Mapping) - for Preschoolers) 
data in late Term 1 and Term 3.
This occurred with children within the play areas of the Preschool environment (inside and outside).  Children were 
only screened if they wished to participate (100% of children at the site did the screen enthusiastically). Individual 
Programming child cycles were created and added to our already established data collection.  From these individual 
cycles we could focus more carefully on Individual Learning Plan goals.   This included questioning children's play, 
planning for opportunities to develop within the environmental program and evaluation on what certain plans had an 
impact for the individual in question.

Literacy focus enabled educators to set up the environment with communication areas, play tables, singing without 
the use of CD's - especially nursery rhymes, small group book readings and scaffolding during general play 
opportunities.  Syllables, rhyme and the awareness of beginning sounds of words increased to the point educators 
took extra data collection on who was using rhyme, syllabification and beginning sounds during their play without 
educator input.  This made an awareness on who needed an extra focus.

Due to the large amount of speech and language children we had on site in 2021 all children had speech screeners 
(not forced). Our Speech Therapist worked with us to create book based learning opportunities to focus on the main 
areas of speech and language eg. Silly Suzie Goose - help cover the 's' sound for the majority of the children.

An extension of our communication and language development was an environment of some non-verbal children.  
Using visual boards, IPad approved communication systems and key signage, Auslan alphabet children were 
engaged in using various other ways to communicate.
We continued our Term 4 one lunch box routine to encourage children to self-regulate in readiness to school.  E.g. 
some for now some for later.  This also allowed children to determine when they were hungry.  The 'snack' table 
was extended this year to raise awareness of sustainability.  With use of Yellow - hard rubbish, Soft plastics, 
Chicken food and general waste - children discussed the why and how to determine their sorting to certain disposal 
areas.

The child protection curriculum was delivered with awareness of parents (notices handed home).  This year, it was 
families understanding the naming of parts of our bodies aren't rude.  Personal space (especially with germ 
transferal), discussions on touching were approached in a whole group and small intentional teaching opportunities.
The outside decking area also received a facelift, the yellow walls have been painted to encompass calm and 
encourage the want to utilise the area.  
This area now includes a couch, plants and a flexible learning for children to engage in a range of learning 
opportunities.  There is many plans for this area to flourish.  This area was used as part of an Orbis Literacy Project 
where learning such as spontaneous book readings, puppet play to increase Oral Language activities and 
engagement.

The outdoor also gained a mobile literacy trolley.  As part of another Orbis Literacy Project, a trolley was designed 
to include a range of items that could be moved by children to where they needed it.  This included whiteboards, 
chalkboards, sticky notes, paper and a range of chalk, pens and pencils.

To encourage resourcefulness a shelf that had magnifying glasses, containers, bug catchers, gloves, rubber boots, 
puddle suits and gardening tools was created.  Here children could access and re
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 20 22 23 24

2019 19 22 22 24

2020 14 14 12 12

2021 21 20 20 18

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 93.0% 94.4% 96.5% 90.6%

2019 centre 93.6% 83.9% 81.1% 93.9%

2020 centre 91.4% 70.0% 88.3% 96.7%

2021 centre 90.1% 92.9% 90.8%  86.1%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance was consistent amongst families in 2021.  We had a few families move due to home issues and a family 
with high medical needs where appointments and hospitalization was unavoidable.

COVID19 had an impact on families being ready to return to Preschool. Uncertainty of children’s safety and family 
safety was noticed for those with compromised immune systems, expectant mothers or cases within the area.  This 
also affected our Occasional Care service in 2021.

Communication ,consistently with families via email, phone calls and text messages allowed us to not only check on 
families, children and wellbeing, but also allowed us to share ideas on learning that they could do safely within the 
home.  Our Facebook platform allowed families and community to participate in some of the ideas, but also the events 
on returning to Preschool during COVID times.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

237 - Lyndoch Primary School 69.0% 72.2% 77.8% 73.3%
395 - Sandy Creek Primary School 13.0% 0.0% 11.1% 20.0%
9102 - St Jakobi Lutheran School 13.0% 27.8% 11.1% 6.7%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
From parental surveys, only a couple were missing from being returned. 
 It was noted:

• They enjoyed being able to participate with ‘helpful’ event, sand, bark chips, weeding. (inclusive)
• They felt their child was valued and had a feeling of belonging within the site.
• Communication channels were kept open, educators were approachable.
• They had trouble understanding what the Preschool program was.  
         E.g.  The use of our wording on Facebook and site displays weren’t clearly display as learning experiences. 
• They enjoyed children having to opportunity to experience a range of hands on experiences – animals, gardening, 
creating.
• They noticed the growth in their child’s ability to rhyme, identify syllables and some beginning sounds.
• The noticed the growth in some children’s confidence and persistence.

This year saw Director and Teacher update their WWC check as well as updating relevant information for Teacher 
registrations.
We were lucky enough to have a TAFE student who had all the relevant paperwork, as well as visits from their 
supervisor.
High school student also involved themselves in work experience through their high school.  All relevant paperwork 
was given by student and the high school involved.
All relief staff submitted their paperwork required to work at our site.  All Services attending our site also gave 
appropriate paperwork before coming onsite.

Relevant history screening

The majority of the children had nominated to enroll at the local school nearby – Lyndoch Primary School.
However, children and families this year also chose surrounding schools such as St Jackobi, Sandy Creek Primary 
School.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $275,000
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $3,500
Other $0

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Funding was used to employee extra staff to help collect data – PASM, speech screeners.
Resources were bought to enhance areas of play to support literacy and numeracy experiences.

High level of improvement shown in data 
collection with PASM from Term 1 to Term 2.

The use and understanding of rhyme, 
syllables and beginning sounds was apparent.

Inclusive Education Support Program

IESP funding required financial top up due to students needing for assistance for inclusion within the 
site.
Speech therapy was a high requirement for this year (highest it has been).

Support workers were needed to run speech programs, as well as learn new ways to communicate 
(Proloquo2go)

Many moved onto school without further 
support.
Communication channels were improved 
through Preschool to school transitions.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

- -

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


