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Context and highlights
2021 has been a year where resilience has been a key factor in everyone’s wellbeing. Educator’s, children and 
families have all adapted to the changing restrictions, routines and shut downs that Covid-19 presented. The 
preschool program began the year with 30 children and ended the year with 28 children, a couple of children starting 
school in a midyear intake, moving and new families moving to the area. The preschool context included 2 aboriginal 
children; 1 child receiving 1:1 support; 6 children receiving 1:1 support for speech and language under programs 
developed by the speech pathologist; there were a few other children receiving 1:1 support for articulation sound 
development. 21 children accessed the centre using the local school buses. We have enjoyed continuing being 
involved in our local community and have started visiting with the share and care group to experience interacting 
with the older generations. This has been a highlight for the children as well as the older adults. Continuing our 
Gum Flat visits with the PAC students, using the town oval for gross motor activities and adventure walks have also 
been highlights. Our focus on belonging included house visits for children to share about themselves with their 
peers and experiencing how far some children travel on the bus. We joined with Warooka and Yorketown to 
participate in performances by Peter Combe and the Amazing Drumming Monkeys providing us opportunities of live 
music performances.
The Occasional Care program has had 51 children of 38 families with a couple of families leaving the district and 
others enrolling throughout the year. There were up to 20 under 2s using a roster system for equity. There were 38 
over 2s who also utilized a roster system for equity.
The centre received an economic stimulus funding which provided a new design area storage and place for children 
to access and use for design and creativity.

Governing council report
2021 was a fabulous and fun filled year of kindy. For the most part we saw COVID restrictions ease enough to see 
some of normality return to the centre particularly in regards to learning and extra curricular activities. The calendar 
was jam packed with opportunities in a variety of different excursions and activities. Highlights include trips to 
Warooka and Yorketown for children’s week, Drumming Monkeys and Peter Combe. House visits were also a hit 
with children taking great pride in being able to show their homes and talk about family to peers. Children had the 
opportunity to invite their parents and other special people into the centre. Firstly for the ‘Amazing Race’ night 
hosted by educators where parents and children participated in a number of simple numeracy based activities 
highlighting what the children had been learning as a result of the number sense focus. Governing council hosted 
the ‘biggest morning tea’ where children put on a little show for their special people and took them on a favourite 
thing tour. None of this would be possible without a great deal of effort from staff here at the centre. To have 
educators with this level of enthusiasm towards our children’s learning and development most certainly is a 
privilege, I extend a huge thank you! 
A big part of the Kindy year usually involves fundraising. With great support from the committee and parents alike 
we were able to raise $4400 through the Clare Gourmet Bus Trip, Easter Raffle, Hot Cross Buns, and Freckleberry 
Father’s Day Chocolates.
The amount raised was a wonderful achievement and the money was put towards purchasing foam climbing mats, 
which have proven very popular, and new dolls prams.
I’d like to thank all of the members of the governing council and other volunteers who assisted with excursions, day 
to day and behind the scenes running of the centre. The extra support in and around the centre is essential to keep 
things running smoothly.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Children will extend their skills in number sense is a continuation from 2020 to ensure that educators were 
embedding their practice with success criteria strategies leading to achievement of the goal. As an educator team 
we have reviewed our progress and achievements to show that: All educators have developed their knowledge of 
number sense, in turn using it to enhance their interactions in the learning environment to facilitate number sense 
learning opportunities for children. All educators are confidently collecting evidence that shows individual children’s 
progress towards the success criteria. This was assisted by educators creating a resource to use as a visual 
reminder of what they would see children doing, the educator role and explicit language being used for each 
success criteria. Educators worked with the ECL and EY Project Officer to develop and refine processes in 
collecting data and then analysing the data to show children’s progress towards their learning goals and success 
criteria. Educators now have a better understanding of how to collect meaningful data and analyse it to create 
curriculum decisions for children, ensuring the implementation to show children’s progress. Another key factor for 
success was professional reading of a text and participating in sessions together. The resources “Maths Is All 
Around: by Marianne Knaus and Iram Siraj’s ‘Shared Sustained Thinking’ session were used for educators to 
critically reflect on their practice. Educators worked with families through learning at home packs to share 
knowledge and ways to include number sense into everyday activities. Some of these included: knowing how many 
pieces of crockery or cutlery is needed to set the table for a meal; using catalogues to look at prices, making a list 
for shopping; singing number songs; and counting objects for a purpose. Families were invited to attend an 
Amazing Numeracy Race where educators had set up different stations with ideas of activities which use numbers. 
The activities were designed so they could be completed at home as well, some resources were given to families to 
assist with this. 60% of families attended this night, there were a few apologies as we asked that no siblings come. 
This was a great strategy to have conversations with parents and show simple activities which can be done with 
children to enhance number sense knowledge. A similar experience will be offered in the future. The pedagogical 
documentation evidence shows that all children have shown progress in at least 3 success criteria goals, confidently 
counting; using 1:1 correspondence and using and experimenting with numerals showed the most growth for the 
majority of children. Progress towards noticing quantity as an attribute, knowing ‘how many?’ and subitising was 
achieved and documented on 50% of children for each criteria. Families have shared that they are noticing that at 
home their children are: often singing counting songs and rhymes, showing interest in counting different items eg 
eggs when collecting them; counting down on the calendar to different events, working out how many are left; 
simple addition when playing games with dice; subitising using the dice; and commenting on numerals seen in the 
environment. This is pleasing to hear that children have been transferring their knowledge from Kindy to home. 
Recommendations: Ensure that number sense continues to be embedded in the learning environment, especially 
as we change our focus goal. Strengthen our program so that it reflects children’s goals and educator’s role – 
critically reflect fortnightly to ensure implementation is happening. Continue to strengthen our pedagogical 
documentation so it identifies what children know, understand and can do to inform the next curriculum decision.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 33 32 32 32

2019 22 24 22 23

2020 30 32 33 32

2021 30 30 28 28

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

114 - Curramulka Primary School 25.0% 9.1% 9.7% 7.4%
9103 - Maitland Lutheran School 3.0% 4.6% 6.5% 7.4%
781 - Minlaton District School 53.0% 68.2% 80.7% 81.5%
411 - Stansbury Primary School 14.0% 18.2% 3.2% 3.7%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 94.5% 81.8% 92.3% 89.5%

2019 centre 97.2% 88.2% 88.1% 82.0%

2020 centre 94.6% 81.0% 81.5% 95.6%

2021 centre 91.3% 92.5% 92.1%  96%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
We had a high attendance rate for children throughout the year. In the middle of Term 4 there were a couple of children 
who were absent due to family situations.
Families are remembering to communicate with the centre when their children will be absent, there were 23 
unexplained, 143 sickness, and 67 family reasons. There was also one child who participated in learning at home for 
the majority of the year.
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Family opinion survey summary
The Centre received 17 responses from families which represents about half. The results show: Quality of Teaching 
and Learning 80% agree; Support of Learning 85% agree; Relationships and Communication 90% agree; Leadership 
and Decision Making 80% agree. Some parent comments include: “Communication is great, love the note pockets to 
ensure important info gets home. Staff are really brilliant at sending home pictures and comments of activities my child 
has participated in”. “Minlaton Kindy is a fun and safe school for my child. Always thinking of new ways to teach my 
child to learn”. “I don’t think it should be as play based as it is”. This is great feedback and we will continue to use the 
pockets and SMS to send photos to families. We will also ensure we continue to send learning samples home to 
families. Educators will ensure that families have knowledge about how children learn in a play based environment 
and provide opportunities for families to be involved to see this learning.

Educators, contractors and parent helpers have Working With Children Checks initiated by the centre when the 
screenings are due to expire. All new Governing Council member and parent helpers required complete the check. 
Copies of the completed checks are filed at the centre. 

Relevant history screening

The majority of children in 2021 are siblings of children already attending schools so will join them at the destination 
school. The others elected to attend their local school and a few the independent school.
Minlaton District School had the majority at 65%. Curramulka Primary and Stansbury Primary had a couple of children 
each.
Maitland Lutheran had a few children joining them including a couple in the mid year intake.
There were also 2 families who moved to Adelaide and 1 family opting for home schooling.

Destination schools comment

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $348,655
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $12,961
Other $4,400

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Purchase common text for all educators to be able to participate in professional development. 
Attendance at Bookmaking professional development sessions 

Children progressing and achieving success 
criteria for the PQIP number sense goal.
Bookmaking introduced to children as a 
literacy focus - majority of children 
participating 

Inclusive Education Support Program

Employment of ECW to work 1:1 with child with additional needs to be able to successful engage in the 
centre learning environment.
Employment of ECW to work 1:1 and small groups with children identified with speech and language 
programs designed by the speech pathologist.

Child made progress in all learning areas with 
1:1 support
Speech and language children made progress 
in developing their articulation sounds and 
multisyllabic words 

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.


