Salisbury Heights Preschool
2021 annual report to the community
Salisbury Heights Preschool Number: 2670
Partnership: Salisbury

Signature
Preschool director:

Mrs Donia Haidar

Governing council chair:

Kelly Collins

Date of endorsement:

25 February 2022

Context and highlights
Salisbury Heights Preschool is in an established residential area in the northern suburbs approximately 35 mins
from the CBD. The preschool is well resourced with an attractive and inviting learning environment. This year has
been another challenging one, as we supported our community through another year of the Covid 19 pandemic. We
have had a few fundraising events, these included the annual Easter raffle, calico bags, and Billy G’s cookie dough.
Thanks to the kindness and support of our families and community through fundraising, we were able to purchase
new tables and chairs, climbing equipment and a potion set. The children enjoyed making potions using coloured
water and flower petals, engaging their senses, one child commenting, “We are like scientists.” We had a few
incursions throughout the year. Graeme Denton engaged the children the in the Science of sound and music. The
RAA workshopped with the children about road safety. We had a visit from our local police, the children were invited
to explore the ins and outs of a police car and learn how the police work hard to keep the community safe. Trent,
from Indigenous Culture for Kids, came to speak to us. Trent told the story of Gidigol, an Aboriginal Dreamtime
story from Queensland. We learnt about tracks, Trent showed us how to create kangaroo, dog, and emu tracks in
the sand. He then showed us how to make a fire using a stick, we were all fascinated to see the smoke appear! We
also had a visit from Animal Capers who brought along some wonderful and enchanting Australian animals for the
children to learn more about. We got the opportunity to feed a Ring-Tailed Possum and pat a crocodile! We finished
the year off with an end of year graduation ceremony at Salisbury Heights Primary School. The children went on
stage, singing their favourite songs and then collecting their folders and graduation certificates. As we move forward
into 2022, we have some exciting renovations and landscaping planned for both our indoor and outdoor play
spaces. These include renovating the Playgroup and song mat area, as well as the slippery dip. We couldn’t be
prouder of this wonderful cohort of children, who have all demonstrated personal growth and have made great
achievements, building friendships in readiness for lifelong learning.

Governing council report
A big thank you to all members of the Governing Council for their work this year.
We have had a successful year managing an Easter Raffle, Cookie Dough Drive, and the Calico Bags with the
children’s self-portraits. The funds raised have allowed us to purchase new tables and chairs, bikes, a potion board
and climbing equipment for the preschool.
The children have had an exciting year with unlimited learning experiences to prepare them for what lies ahead.
On behalf of the Governing Council members, I would like to thank our preschool families and community for being
understanding and coming together throughout the year. Finally, I would like to express our appreciation to the
preschool staff who have been a constant support for parents and children alike through this year and helped
prepare them for the school chapter ahead.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal 1: To promote children’s critical and reflective thinking in play. The main focus was on the Reggio Emilia
principle of the environment as the third teacher. We collaborated as a team to critically reflect on how democracy
looked like in our preschool. This process involved the auditing our environment to create paly spaces that are
inclusive and invite children to engage in learning experiences and activities. Children having the autonomy to make
choices to support their wellbeing, identity, and sense of belonging. Our philosophy statement was updated to
reflect child, educator, and family voice. A survey was sent out to families inviting them to share their ideas and
beliefs about children’s learning. Data from stakeholders was combined to form our current philosophy statement,
which focuses on the Reggio Emilia 100 languages of children poem. This reflects that children communicate in
many ways, both verbally and non-verbally, directly, and indirectly. Our Rhythm of the day included longer periods of
uninterrupted play. This gave children and educators time to engage in the process of inquiry and project work. An
example of this was when a child asked, “How do you get the photo out of the camera? An educator worked
alongside the child, showing them the process. The child then eagerly awaited the photocopies for their photo to
print out and decorated a picture frame using pop sticks and coloured jewels. The planning cycle was also
revisited, and the floor book was used as part of the cycle of planning and to share the program with families. Our
success criteria focused children playing with their peers and engaging in reflective thinking in play (investigating,
hypothesizing and solving problems). An example of this was when a child asked, “What is a tortoise shell made of.”
This led to the educator co researching with the child. Our success criteria also focused on children managing their
emotions positively and regularly demonstrating resilience and persistence.
Goal 2: To support each child’s literacy learning through explicit and intentional small group experiences. This goal
focused on improving children’s phonological awareness skills. We engaged in PD that was centered around
supporting children’s language development and phonological awareness, revisiting the Early Years Learning
Framework and literacy and numeracy indicators. Intentional small group experiences that emphasized literacy
learning, syllables and rhyme were planned. PASM screeners along with a range of other assessment strategies
such as checklists, observations and pedagogical documentation, were used to track and monitor each child’s
phonological awareness development in the areas of matching rhyming words, breaking words into syllables,
producing rhyming words, identifying initial sounds of words, blending 2 and 3 sounds to make a word and
segmenting 2 and 3 sound words into component sounds for example, p-e-n. Data from the screeners was used to
inform our planning and to work with children individually and in small groups to develop and extend their
phonological awareness skills. We worked with preschools in our partnership and collaborated with DfE
(Department for education) speech pathologists and OT. The speech pathologist worked with our educator team
through the familiarization stage of the PreLit program. Our success criteria saw children engaging in phonological
awareness experiences and communicating with confidence and purpose, with peers and educators daily. Children
were observed clapping syllables and rhyming words and sounding out the first letter of their name in play. An
example of this was when a child said, “My name is H-H-Hadley it sounds like her name H-H Harper.” We will
continue to focus on these goals in 2022.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

82

81

82

80

2019

88

87

85

86

2020

78

82

79

78

2021

78

79

80

81

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

90.9%

95.2%

94.1%

89.0%

2019 centre

90.6%

88.2%

86.6%

90.8%

2020 centre

94.7%

84.0%

90.5%

87.9%

2021 centre

89.3%

89.2%

93.4%

89%

2018 state

90.8%

88.4%

88.0%

88.2%

2019 state

90.8%

88.2%

86.9%

87.6%

2020 state

89.8%

73.0%

86.3%

87.0%

2021 state

88.6%

86.5%

88.4%

85.0%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
In term 1 our attendance was at 87.5% in term 2 84.3% and 85.7% in term 3. This is very similar to the 2020
attendance data. Our attendance data is quite high, considering the impact that Covd-19 has had on children again
this year coming to preschool, with some families engaging in remote learning. Families have been encouraged to
send their children regularly to preschool, promoting a sense of belonging to a community. Regular attendance also
helps support children's social and emotional development, engaging in reciprocal relationships with peers and
educators.

Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2018

2019

2020

2021

1201 - Gulfview Heights Primary School

2.0%

7.1%

1.3%

5.1%

9757 - Our Lady of Hope School

5.0%

3.6%

2.6%

5.1%

1177 - Salisbury Heights Primary School

55.0%

57.1%

65.8%

76.3%

9072 - St Augustine's Parish School

6.0%

4.8%

0.0%

3.4%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term3 2021 collection.
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Destination schools comment
Our destination schools this year included, Gulfview Heights Primary School, Our Lady of Hope, St Augustine’s, and
Salisbury Heights Primary School. In 2019 57.1% of children transitioned to Salisbury Heights Primary School, in
2020 it was it was 65.8% and 76.3% in 2021. 5.1% of children have gone to Gulfview heights Primary school this year,
compared to 1.3%in 2020. We have also had increase in children attending non-government schools. 3.4% going to St
Augustine’s Parish School, compared to 0.0% in 2020. 2.6% going to Our Lady of Hope, compared to 2.6% in 2020.
We also have a cohort of children going to Tyndale Christian College.

Family opinion survey summary
40 families participated in this year’s survey. Highlighted below are the survey questions and outcomes.
1. Quality of Teaching and Learning- 80% of families who completed the survey strongly agreed/agreed
2. My Child’s teachers know what my child can do and what he/she needs to learn- 80% strongly agree/agree
3. This preschool has the expectation that children will learn- 82% strongly agreed/agree
4. Teachers are enthusiastic in their teaching-82% strongly agreed/agree
5. I am satisfied with the learning programs offered at my child’s preschool-78% strongly agree/agree
6. My child’s teachers clearly inform me about the learning program-85% strongly agree/agree
7. My child’s teachers make learning interesting and enjoyable-85% strongly agree/agree
8. Teachers at this preschool really want to help my child learn- 82%strongly agree/agree
9. The preschool has an excellent learning environment-85% strongly agree/agree.
Comments:
“Always updated on my child’s learning every fortnight. I amazed at how the learning program is spot on to where my
child is up to o mentally, it completely lines up too his age and what he is learning and understanding through his
peers and the people around him. Very happy with how the educators communicate with me about my son’s special
needs and they genuinely care about the kids well being and learning. Very happy.”
“I’m very happy with Salisbury Heights kindy.”
“Salisbury Heights is an awesome kindy with terrific staff. Couldn’t have hoped for more for our son.”
We appreciate the kind words and support from our wonderful families, who took the time to provide feedback. We will
continue to work hard to improve parent engagement and provide a high-quality learning environment for our children
and families.

Relevant history screening
A record of child related screening for all educators, volunteers, work experience students, other support agency staff
and site employed contractors is maintained and monitored to ensure all have met the requirements under the
Department of Human Services. All clearances are current.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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$633,715
$0
$37,708
$5,950
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

The Preschool invested in the PreLit program. We worked with the DfE speech pathologist who
Data showed improvement in children’s
supported us through the familiarization stage of the program. We also invested in Heggerty which helps phonological awareness. Educators observed
compliment the PreLit program in supporting children’s literacy development.
children rhyming in their play as well as
clapping out words.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Speech Pathologist-developing speech programs for children to be implemented at preschool, through
preschool support.
External providers also working with children at preschool through NDIS.

Progression in children's speech and
language through observational data, regular
assessments and working in partnerships
with families and community.

Bilingual Support and Educator working one on one with each child to support engagement within the
learning program as well as well as creating an inclusive curriculum.

Children’s improvement and use of English as
well as extension of vocabulary in both
English and language spoken at home

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

