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Context and highlights
Salisbury Downs Preschool is a small standalone site in the Northern Adelaide region. We are a member of the
Orion Partnership comprising of preschools and schools in our local area. We work closely with the Partnership to
collaboratively plan for improvement in all of our sites.
In 2021 our site's enrolment cap was 40. We had 2 full time permanent educators, with a 0.6 additional teacher
utilising the universal access funding and the additional workforce and administration funds. We employed an ECW
to do part time preschool support. We had 50% EALD children and 3 Aboriginal children. We received bilingual
support for Arabic, Vietnamese, Khmer and Dari.
Our literacy data indicates that children come to us for their preschool year with very low literacy levels. Many of
them have not had exposure to books, do not have conversational language in their home language or any
knowledge of phonological awareness. We work closely with families to develop children's literacy knowledge,
offering them support around what they can do at home. We provide interview times, establish individual goals for
children and share progress with families throughout the year, and encourage children to regularly borrow literacy
kits. Our literacy data provides the rationale for determining our goals, plans and priorities for improvement. We
currently use the TROLPA (Teacher rating of Oral Language and Phonological awareness) to collect and monitor
data on children's progress in our site and across the Orion Partnership.
At Salisbury Downs Preschool we have clear assessment plans in place for the year and the dates for assessment
are documented on the calendar. We work closely with the DfE speech pathologist to monitor and review our
assessment, intervention and literacy practices. We conduct reviews every 5 weeks of our progress towards our
goals, achievements and plans.
Our site is within walking distance of Salisbury Downs Primary School and we visit the school with the children to
help build an understanding of school culture. We continue to engage in conversations with the school early years
teams, sharing and discussing practice. We have built links with our local childcare centre, Highway Early Learning,
and they provide a before and after preschool drop off and pick up service. We regularly utilise the services of our
local kindigym and library which are both within walking distance.

Governing council report
2021 kindy year was full of adventure and learning. We were faced with covid but all in all had a pretty normal year
for the children who all coped very well with gate drop off when parents were unable to go into the grounds. The
children were lucky enough to go on multiple excursions to the Maritime Museum at Port Adelaide and Semaphore,
the South Australian museum and Botanical Gardens and also visiting the Gorge Wildlife Park which were all fun
and great learning experiences.
The take home literacy kits were a great opportunity for all children to take home books and read with their parents
or adult carers. They were very popular and also assisted the children to be school ready with little activity cards
included. Classdojo was also a great means of communication this year for newsletters and also for contact with
teachers.
Council meetings were able to be held on site during the year. We had some very successful raffles for mother’s
day, father’s day and Christmas and a chocolate fundraiser which raised money for much needed resources.
During the year the children learnt how to write their names and learnt letters, numbers and sounds. They learnt
rhyming and about shapes, personal safety and their bodies. Also Australian animals was a favourite topic for all the
children.
This year we were able to have internal painting and new carpet put through the preschool with grant money. It has
made a huge difference to the appearance of the centre!
I feel the year was very successful with children graduating kindy school ready. I would like to thank Elizabeth and
Melissa for having myself on the council for 3 years, which I have enjoyed. I feel very lucky we chose Salisbury
Downs Preschool and my children were lucky to have you both teach them.
Renae Petric

1

| Salisbury Downs Preschool Centre

2021 Annual Report to the
Community

Preschool quality improvement planning
Goal 1: To improve children's phonological awareness as they listen and respond to sounds and patterns in speech
and stories.
Actions: To collect TROLPA data in first and last term and regularly review. The results and discussions around the
data will help to inform planning. To implement intentional teaching strategies relating to phonological awareness
and implement a 3 wave model of support to cater for individual needs. To develop effective partnerships with
families to ensure continuity of learning and to provide targeted professional development opportunities to build
educators' capacity.
Success criteria: Children's phonological awareness including syllabification, rhyme and initial sounds has increased
as measured by the TROLPA data and through analysis of observations and what we see and hear from the
children.
Progress: We changed our PA differentiated group from 5 to 10 minutes and we have been continually reviewing
who is in the groups throughout the year. The teachers have been given responsibility for the same level of
children's ability in both groups to help with planning. We set aside more time on Friday for planning and review and
timetabled regular check in times to track and discuss what was happening in each group. We were able to teach
the skills needed for each group at their own pace. We sought support from outside agencies and developed an
awareness of the Heggerty program. One staff member took responsibility for literacy kit borrowing in each group
and communicating with families on how to use the kits. The children who borrowed regularly progressed more
quickly with phonological awareness. We conducted a survey of families to get some opinions about how they found
the literacy kit borrowing. It was wonderful to receive positive feedback about how families were using the literacy
kits and our supporting documentation at home. Communication with families included interviews and goal setting at
the end of term 1 and in term 3. Communication through classdojo was successful for informing and supporting
families to increase their knowledge. Setting up the calendar and having regular check in dates was successful with
keeping educators on track. We had professional development with Simon Breakspear and Stephen Graham to
develop capacity of educators on literacy. Our clear precise goal enabled us to go narrow and deep.
Data: We had annual growth of 11 points. In term 4, 65% of children achieved level 4 in syllable knowledge, 62%
achieved level 4 for rhyme and 58% achieved level 4 for initial sound knowledge. No children had any knowledge of
phonological awareness in term 1. We had a big growth this year in initial sound awareness by having the
differentiated groups and focusing all year on sounds and all of the concepts compared to having one focus area for
a term in previous years. 41% of our children achieved the accomplished level of TROLPA overall.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018

42

39

42

41

2019

39

40

37

38

2020

45

N/A

47

47

2021

36

39

40

40

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2018 centre

89.0%

87.4%

87.0%

83.9%

2019 centre

81.4%

86.7%

83.8%

83.2%

2020 centre

90.9%

76.2%

86.9%

2021 centre

84.0%

80.5%

84.5%

77.5%

2018 state

90.8%

88.4%

88.0%

88.2%

2019 state

90.8%

88.2%

86.9%

87.6%

2020 state

89.8%

73.0%

86.3%

87.0%

2021 state

88.6%

86.5%

88.4%

85.0%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
2021 saw consistent attendance for most of our children throughout the year. We did have some families who had
difficulty accessing preschool and 2 who attended very little even with support.
Educators worked closely with individual families who had attendance issues, particularly those considered to be at
risk. Communication and the development of relationships to build trust and the development of the understanding of
the importance of preschool and attendance was a focus. Families were contacted regularly by telephone and
classdojo, and emergency contacts were contacted if the parents could not be reached. Two families were visited often
through home visits throughout the year to encourage attendance. CARL notifications were completed for families who
were consistently not attending.
We encouraged families to ring or to send a classdojo message if their child was going to be absent. We made contact
with the family if there was an unexplained absence of more than a day. We provided food for the families who said
they couldn't come because of a lack of food to send with their child.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2018

2019

2020

2021

8424 - Bethany Christian School Inc

0.0%

2.7%

2.3%

3.5%

1201 - Gulfview Heights Primary School

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

3.5%

8399 - Holy Family Catholic School

12.0%

2.7%

4.6%

6.9%

1045 - Para Hills West Primary School

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

3.5%

5463 - Pinnacle College - Eliz East Campus

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

3.5%

1194 - Salisbury Downs Primary School

72.0%

70.3%

79.6%

79.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term3 2021 collection.

Destination schools comment
79.3% of children went to Salisbury Downs Preschool. This is a 0.3% decrease form 2020, numbers being consistently
the same. ost of our children live in the Salisbury Downs area and choose to send their children to Salisbury Downs
Primary. 6.9% of children went to Holy Family Catholic School, a 2.3% increase on 2020. We then had 1 child go to a
number of different schools including Gulfview Heights, Para Hills West and Bethany. We had 2 children access special
options to Parafield Gardens and Ingle Farm East.
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Family opinion survey summary
There were 25 responses to our online survey this year. Overall the survey was positive. There were not any strongly
disagree responses.
60-70% of responses strongly agreed to all the questions.
Some responses included:
Quality of Teaching and Learning:
"Every week my son comes home asking more questions and talking about what he has learnt from preschool. I can’t
speak more highly of Elizabeth, Melissa, Emily and all the other teachers at Salisbury Downs preschool. I have seen
my son have more confidence in his every day life and it is wonderful."
"Generally very happy. Our daughter is enjoying all the learning and is very excited about learning to read and write."
"I am very happy with how far mia has come since being a kindy all the teachers have done a great job with mia thank
you."
"My child is doing great and learning heaps she will be very ready for school next year."
"The teachers are really good n my daughter loves going to kindy. Her language and communication skills have vastly
improved."
"Very impressed with my child's development since attending this pre school."
"We have been very impressed with the curriculum and enjoy hearing about it from our daughter. She has enjoyed
learning about rhyming, syllables, grammar familiarisation and 3D shapes. She likes her teachers and they present
themselves as dedicated to delivering a very high standard of education. Very happy and glad we did go to preschool
instead of the preschool program at childcare."
Relationships and Communication:
"Updated via the electronic portal and newsletter. Also a folder where work is displayed. Teachers are approachable."
Support of Learning:
"Goal orientated for each child's individual needs and abilities."
General Comment:
"As the current program is encouraging children to learn their sounds and letters in preschool already, my only
concern is how are the primary schools taking this into consideration? There will be plenty of children already reading
before reception year, and those children who did not attend preschool will be on a completely different level."

Relevant history screening
Relevant history screening including working with children checks are sited and maintained on site for all educators
and volunteers. We refer to the website when we need to establish who needs a check.
We have developed a system for checking and updating relevant history screenings of all personnel, which includes a
spreadsheet outlining expiry dates. Educators have individual files for their certificates and a summary is regularly
updated.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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$442,631
$0
$14,250
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2021 Annual Report to the
Community

2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Funding was used to cover some training and to buy the books, materials and resources to make literacy Children were assessed and closely
kits. Literacy kits were used to support the literacy of families at home.
monitored with their growth in literacy and
numeracy.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

13 children qualified for support and accessed the IESP funding. 1 child qualified for extra funding. 2
children required a high level of support. 5 children were up for special options. 2 did not qualify
because of attendance issues, 1 did not accept the offer, and 2 accepted positions.

All children had individual goals that were
established in conjunction with our staff team
and support agencies. Goals and One Plans
were written and regularly reviewed.

4 bilingual support workers were employed throughout the year to support Arabic, Dari, Khmer and
Vietnamese children.

The bilingual support workers provided
support to families with communication and
with supporting the literacy skills of children.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

