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Context and highlights
Kaurna Plains Children’s Centre embraces our Aboriginal community, we see families as the first educators to their 
children and learn from their input into our preschool.  The preschool has 100% Aboriginal enrolments, with 
Aboriginal culture weaved throughout the learning environment.  The beginning of 2021 saw us welcome Belinda to 
our teaching team and then we received the exciting news one of our long time teachers Allie was having a baby, 
which saw staff changes during Term 2 welcoming Claire and T3 saying goodbye to Claire and welcoming Kristen to 
the team.  Even with many disruptions staff worked seamlessly to keep the children engagement and learning at 
preschool at the forefront of the year.  

Many excursions were planned for our 2 Friday’s a term with children in attendance but unfortunately covid 
restricted these opportunities.  We did however manage to squeeze in one excursion to the Road Safety Centre at 
Ridgehaven and it was delightful many parents were also able to attend; we travelled on the big bus and a great 
day was had by all.  Hopefully more excursions will be possible in 2022.
The Family Centre was able to continue with many of their programs throughout the year with only slight 
disruptions.  The playgroup run by learning together is always well received and a program organised by Kerrin our 
Community Development Coordinator named ‘Kids out on Country’ has been a great success for families allowing 
them to visit different locations in the community. Oz Harvest continued to run throughout the year providing families 
with access to fresh fruit, vegetables and pantry stables. The family centre staff consists of our administrative ECW 
Tessa, Kerrin as mentioned, our family practitioner Megan, OT Karen and Speech Therapist Di.  We are lucky to 
have the City of Playford onsite and many programs run benefit our families who utilise the family centre.

Upgrades were made to the preschool space throughout the year.  The most noticeable being the upgrade to the 
staff office, which has allowed each staff member to have their own desk and accessibility to their own laptop.  The 
director’s office was also moved from the Family centre to the preschool to allow for greater interaction with parents 
and the children in the preschool. The water pump was upgraded so that the water is filtrated and safer for children 
to interact with.

Governing council report
The staff managed through another difficult year, navigating Covid restrictions whilst still providing the best learning 
opportunities for the children.  The upgrades to the site have made it much more appealing and I have noticed the 
improvements to the working environment, especially the new interactive tv which allows for children to be involved 
in their learning.

We hope to have greater interaction with the school in 2022, covid permitting.  Unfortunately a few experiences had 
to be postponed due to current regulations, but luckily we were still able to join the school during book week for 
shared reading.

It was great the family centre was still able to help and support families during a difficult year.

It would be great to attract more parents to our Governing Council in the new year.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our goal for 2021 was "To improve children's use of tier 2 words to enable children to use language appropriate to 
purpose".   Our actions to achieve this goal were:

*Educators will intentionally program using tier 2 words in small groups from a range of texts.
*Director and AFLS Teacher to undertake specific targeted literacy training to implement and up skill all educators
*Collect and map progression of each child's progress using waves of intervention approach

The site introduced large group times involving heggerty and small groups which focused on a termly book. The 
children were grouped using Yakka Tracker data collected in term 1.   The children were assessed before and after 
starting each book to see progress with a pre and post test on a chosen 20 word focus.  The children were also 
assessed on PASM, which was aided by heggerty.  The children moving off to school in 2022 showed improvement 
by the end of term 4.  Before undertaking the book based learning staff visited other sites to watch large and small 
groups in progress.  Our department Speech Pathologist ran a training session with teachers and the director on 
prop planning to ensure staff were pulling the correct information from the book as a focus.  Heggerty was also a 
new approach for teachers, we worked with the school to upskill teachers as the school had received training.  
Teachers took turns visiting the reception class to watch it being taught and the reception teacher visited the 
preschool to demonstrate to the teachers and children.  We noticed children singing the heggerty songs 
spontaneously during play highlighting the level of engagement during group times.

Throughout the year we constantly reflected on our practice and changed the daily routine if needed.  The children 
showed immense improvement in participating in group times, learning the many skills needed for this to run 
successfully.  Such as waiting, listening, following instructions and participating in back and forth conversation.  The 
small groups enabled teachers to have a smaller focus group, allowing for children to be stretched or supported 
where needed.  Speech and language delay is prominent within the preschool, which can impact children's 
vocabulary development, 2022 will see the inclusion of a speech pathologist on site one day per week to help 
support children.
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 42 45 47 45

2019 45 46 41 49

2020 43 47 46 48

2021 37 43 49 !NO DATA!

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 77.7% 63.6% 48.6% 69.8%

2019 centre 70.8% 63.4% 78.0% 72.1%

2020 centre 70.9% 67.4% 78.3% 74.0%

2021 centre 63.7% 75.0% 59.5%  62%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Attendance is an important enabler of children's learning and sense of belonging to the preschool environment.  During 
2021 covid effected attendance rates, as many families were concerned about the possible effects of covid for their 
children and families; which was understandable.  As covid cases began to ease towards the end of the year, 
attendance began to improve.  On average most children attended preschool 60 - 80% for their eligible days, 
unfortunately the overall average is affected by poor attending children which was linked to children with high medical 
needs who needed extended periods of time off for illness.  We took the approach of calling and contacting families 
directly to understand their reasons for poor attendance, and families were willing to share any concerns and factors 
with staff.  Our children attend from varied locations, many choose Kaurna Plains for our connection to culture and 
many families utilise the childcare centre next door.  Families are also able to access the preschool bus for pick up and 
drop off if transport is a concern.  The preschool has an enrolment cap of 50.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

897 - Elizabeth Grove Primary School 0.0% 4.8% 0.0% 6.3%
1792 - Kaurna Plains School 53.0% 28.6% 83.3% 68.8%
318 - Nuriootpa Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.3%
664 - Salisbury North Primary School 7.0% 0.0% 0.0% 12.5%
1100 - Surrey Downs Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 6.3%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
Overall parents are happy with the Children's Centre, most families have returning children attend.  Many parents 
attended the graduation ceremony and were sad to be saying goodbye to the preschool, especially as some children 
can attend for up to 2 1/2 years depending on their birthday.  Families would like to see more excursions or incursions 
happen in the following year.  Parents felt their children received adequate support, especially for the children 
requiring additional support.

Areas for improvement were mostly about the lack of outdoor space.

All staff and other agency staff attending onsite must show evidence of their DSCI or WWCC to be onsite interacting 
with children.  Regular staff provide a copy to the director and it is stored in a folder with a date checklist which is 
checked each term to ensure all certificates are up to date.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $811,214
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $1,685
Other $8,880

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

Teachers were provided release time to create, implement and update One Plans for each child to track 
and monitor progress for each individual child.  The funding received through the AFLS program allowed 
for an additional teacher onsite, which in turn allowed for more small groups and intentional 
programming for our 3 year olds.  The funding also made it possible to meet out PQIP goals.

We saw large improvements on PASM data 
compared to previous years.  Children 
showed improved listening and responding 
skills.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Resourcing was planned for across the year with applications made for children needing a higher
allocation of human resourcing. Educators worked extensively with our Special Educator to support 
children in the preschool environment.  Speech and Language groups were run to support children.  

Inclusion and participation
Developing English skills
Developing speech and language skills

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

N/A N/A

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.



2021 Children's Centres for Early Childhood Development and Parenting annual report: 
Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used, and what programs were run, to improve the relevant 
department's standard of educational achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 

Playgroups were supported by the Speech Pathologist and Occupational therapist and they also 
supported the Kids on Country Program.  Oz Harvest management is supported by Family Centre staff . 
Families were supported with accessing immunisation data, which included obtaining birth certificates.  
Families who transitioned from the site were supported with visits and sharing of information amongst 
sites.

Identified improved child and parent 
relationships, parents were comfortable 
asking for and seeking help.  Improved 
enagagement of families at the Family 
Centre. 

Children's Centres for Early Childhood 
Development and Parenting Grants

The playgroup run at the family centre was supported by the Occupational therapist.  The Occupational 
therapist supported families in obtaining and attending referrals for children's health needs.
The Kids out on Country program was created and supported by the Occupational therapist and Speech 
therapist to work with families in identifying early intervention signs within a relaxed setting.
The garden project was initiated to improve the outdoor environment for families accessing the family 
centre, they can help take ownership of maintaining the environment.  Improvements were also made 
to the indoor environment for families.

- health needs met for families to improve 
children's learning outcomes

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Briefly describe or list the community programs offered in 2021 which had a focus on:
• Playgroup
• Parent support
• Transition to and from preschool
• Any new programs or services not  previously offered.

Kids out on Country - new program to take families on excursions to places they normally would not attend
Playgroup - run by learning together
Infant Massage 
OzHarvest - supporting families with food
Garden project - encouraging family involvement in planning and sustaining the garden


