
Playford Primary School

2021 annual report to the community
Playford Primary School Number: 1879

Partnership: Uleybury

School principal:    Mr Jason Sheehy

Governing council chair: Bridie Mackereth

Date of endorsement:  18 March 2022

Signature



Governing council report
Firstly, welcome and thank you all for attending tonight’s AGM and meetings throughout the year. I would like to thank 
you for allowing me to be your Governing Council Chair in 2021.  I have been an active member within the school 
community since my eldest son began his education way back in 2013.  I began by volunteering in classrooms and 
attending excursions and as the years went by decided I would like to become more involved in the direction the school 
took within the community. After spending two years on the council as a committee member I stepped up as Vice Chair 
and last year took on the role of Chair. 2021 was a special year for those in both year 6 and 7.  There was special 
emphasis put on both these grades to step up as leaders as both these year levels would embark on their 2022 schooling 
journey into high school.  I would like to commend the School, it’s leadership and staff for making both year sixes and 
sevens feel valued and excited about the schooling change.  As a parent is was a highlight of my year seeing my 
youngest son graduate and the fact it was still able to go ahead I was grateful. 2021 proved once again to be a 
challenging year for both Staff and Students. That said the school community was able to hold significant events such as 
Sports Day and SAPSASA sporting carnivals.  COVID-19 continued to disrupt the school year heading into 2022 with 
many students learning from home for the first 8 days.  I commend all Staff for stepping up to the challenge and 
continuing to provide quality education to students learning face to face and online. I’d like to think the remainder of 2022 
will be less disruptive but if this is not the case I have 100% confidence that teaching staff, leadership and Playford 
Primary School families will face these disruptions with the same resilience they have done so with in the past. The 
addition of the electronic sign at the front of the school has been a great inclusion, creating an efficient and clear way to 
communicate with not only the school but greater community. A long standing project that has finally been completed. 
Last year it was decided that our fundraising efforts would be put towards creating a kitchen garden and future chicken 
run for the children. This was an idea put forward by leadership, in particular Mr Sheehy, and was well received by 
Governing Council.  This is a project that I for one can’t wait to see completed and look forward to seeing what the 
children make using the produce. As my Governing Council journey ends here at Playford Primary I wish all existing and 
new members well in helping shape Playford Primary into an integral part of of the wider community.
Bridie Mackereth

Context and highlights
Playford Primary School is a large public school education site, set in the northern suburbs of Adelaide. It is located 27
kilometres from Adelaide CBD. Playford Primary School was opened on 23rd January 1997 and is a shared Campus with
Catherine McAuley Catholic School.
Playford Primary School has an enrolment of 682 students. The school is currently classified as Category 4 on the DfE 
Index of
Disadvantage. The school population includes 37 (5%) Aboriginal Students, 90 (13%) students with Disabilities, 77 (11%)
students with English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD), and 10 students (1.5%) under the Guardianship of 
the
Minister. There are 37% of students eligible for School Card assistance (251 students).
School Highlights included:
Continued COVID-19 adaptions.
Years R – 5 students attended Swimming Lessons at the Aquadome for a week.
A cohort of senior students participated in the Northern Music Festival Choir.
District SAPSASA carnivals - over 100 students from Year 5 – 7 participated in Summer or Winter Carnivals.
Parent / Staff / Student Acquaintance Night was well attended in Term 1 - Leadership provided BBQ to school community
The Smith Family continued to provide a Learning Club / Homework club for interested students on Wednesday Nights.
Several successful fundraising events were held; Casual Clothes Days, Mothers Day and Fathers Day stalls, Easter
raffle and Sports Day BBQ.
A large number of students completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge.
Intervention and Support model continued in 2021 with 3 teachers across R-7.
A very successful Sports Day was conducted in Term 3, despite COVID restrictions.
Campus Remembrance Day Assembly showcased the school's support for our Defence families.
Year 6 and Year 7 and ATSI Graduations.
Maths and Reading Professional Learning Communities continued successfully.
Junior Primary Christmas Assembly.
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Leadership worked collaboratively to connect the work of the 2020 Site Improvement Plan. Leaders lead priority areas
and supported staff development through professional development, performance planning and conversations, year level
PLCs and data analysis.
67% of Yr. 1 students reached Phonics Screen Check benchmark. We have demonstrated 4.4% growth from 2019
however did not meet the target of 77%.

A) Based on 2021 NAPLAN results both Numeracy and Literacy are at highest SEA percentages in 4 years (68% and 
78% respectively) with both showing upward trends for the last 3 years. 
B) Higher Bands are at their highest percentage based on the last 4 years; Numeracy up 3% to 13% from last test, and 
Reading maintaining last tests results at 22% 
C) NAPLAN component projector is up moving from 0.39 in 2018, 0.43 in 2019 and 0.45 in 2021 
D) NAPLAN progress – Year 5 Maths 2021 (69%) result is an increase from 2019 (62%).
E) NAPLAN progress – Year 7 Maths 2021 SEA result is an increase from 2019. It is notable for being an increase from 
teh relevant year 5 cohort result. (from 62% in 2019 to 67% in 2021) 
F) NAPLAN progress – Year 5 reading has seen a 20% increase in 2021, moving from 55% in 2019 to 75% in 2021. 
G) NAPLAN progress – Year 7 reading (2021 result) is a decrease from 2019  - 75% down to 73%.
H) When tracking cohorts in NAPLAN, both Numeracy and Reading see drop offs in year 5 from year 3 for SEA before 
rising again in Year 7.There continues to be significant drop off in HB from Year 3 through to Year 7 in HB reading. Maths 
year 7 saw doubling of HB from year 5 moving from 7% to 14%.

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA 
for reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six 
across all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 22% 33% 33%

Middle progress group 52% 41% 48%

Lower progress group 27% 25% 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 22% 33% 33%

Middle progress group 54% 49% 48%

Lower progress group 24% 18% 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 97 97 34 15 35% 15%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 94.0 94.5 33.0 16.0 35% 17%

Year 5 2021 88 88 16 8 18% 9%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 96.0 96.0 16.5 7.5 17% 8%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 28%

Middle progress group * * 47%

Lower progress group * * 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 27%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community6 |  Playford Primary School



No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 6 6 1 0 17% 0%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

ACEO more prominent in school community
APAS funded students receiving dedicated time to read with an adult (Intervention/ACEO) - builds connection and 
student confidence in reading
We have been able to hold an Indigenous Learner Stakeholder meeting (Principal, ACEO and AET’s) at least once a 
term which has been beneficial to track our progress/clarify any confusions and share/collaborate ideas to help give 
voice to our indigenous learners.

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Tracking & Monitoring

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Year 3 NAPLAN (reading) - 2021 – 17% of students reaching higher bands.
Year 3 NAPLAN (numeracy) - Increase in percentage of students reaching SEA over the 4-year data spread

Year 5 NAPLAN (reading)  - Achieving triple growth between 2019 and 2021 assessments.
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Mathematics: Implement effective targeted intervention program for identified students using Tierney Kennedy resources
(employing 3x Intervention teachers).
Fixing misconceptions with small targeted group
PLC involvement by teaching staff over a 2 year period with a focus on teaching through problem solving, 
implementation of number talks, and ensuring reasoning is incorporated in math lessons.

PAT Maths data growth 2020-2021

• Year 3 cohort increased by 5% (75-80%)
• Year 4 cohort decreased by 22% (85-63%)
• Year 5 cohort decreased by 1% (80-79%)
• Year 6 cohort increased by 6.5% (66 - 72.5%)
• Year 7 cohort decreased by 9% (80-71%)

Implement effective, targeted intervention program for identified students - Mini Lit and Macq Lit Programs -
Initialit maintained in R-2 classes, whilst Years 3-7 have focused on Big Six in Reading.
PLC involvement by teaching staff over a 2 year period with a focus on reading comprehension (simple view of reading 
and reciprocal reading)
Years 3-7 teachers design reading instruction that incorporates reciprocal reading / guided reading, setting goals based
upon the literacy progressions, explicitly teaches all elements of reading comprehension.

PAT Reading data growth 2020-2021

• Year 3 cohort increased by 11% (74-85%)
• Year 4 cohort increased by 2% (72-74%)
• Year 5 cohort decreased by 12% (90-78%)
• Year 6 cohort increased by 11% (66 - 77%)
• Year 7 cohort decreased by 14% (90-76%)

There was an increase from 62% (2020) to 67% (2021) (5%) of total Yr. 1 students meeting the Phonics Screen Check.

School performance comment
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A continued focus on the school ethos including redeveloping the school values and maintaining  a social skills focus 
across the school community.
Explicit teaching of personal and school processes for dealing with bullying or incidents occurring in ‘Launching into
Learning’ and reviewed throughout the year as needed.
Maintaining the Interoception room (The Nest) for students to access individually and in small groups.
Continually upskilling staff in implementing Interoception activities in classrooms, to develop students' self regulation 
skills / strategies.
Whole School Behaviour reform will continue to be a focus in 2022.

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
Staff continued to focus on two aspects from the 2020 Perspective Survey; Student Safety Climate and Voice.

Overall, parent satisfaction seemed high.

73% of parents identified that they received sufficient communication from the school.
65% of parents indicated what standard for work the school expects of their child.
92% of our parent body feel that education is important
66% of parents feels that their child receives useful feedback

Some areas of growth for 2022 are as follows; 

79% of parents indicated they would like more help from the school about their
child's learning. This will again be a focus in 2022.
32% of parents feel that they do not receive tips to support their children's learning. Parent workshops will be facilitated 
in 2022 to better equip parents with strategies to best support their children.

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 90.4% 90.3% 86.0% 88.7%

Year 1 91.8% 92.7% 86.4% 90.5%

Year 2 92.2% 92.2% 87.0% 91.6%

Year 3 91.7% 91.6% 86.7% 90.2%

Year 4 92.0% 92.8% 87.3% 90.8%

Year 5 90.5% 92.8% 88.5% 90.6%

Year 6 90.6% 91.4% 85.3% 91.0%

Year 7 90.3% 91.3% 85.1% 86.9%

Primary Other N/A 7.4% N/A 86.0%

Total 91.2% 91.8% 86.5% 90.1%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Monitoring of any attendance concerns were addressed promptly. Text messages and telephone calls to families
enabled the school to monitor and maintain a steady level of attendance R- 7.  A small number of families were 
referred to the attendance officer. All unexplained student absences were followed up with parents / caregivers. 
Attendance and engagement will continue to be a focus in 2022. The 2022 focus will be to decrease the number of 
students identified as chronic non attenders.
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Relevant history screening
Volunteers are required to undertake a Working with Children screening and attend a Volunteer Workshop that covers
Responding to Risks of Harm, Abuse and Neglect Training, Work Health & Safety and general information pertaining to 
the roles and
responsibilities of being a volunteer at Playford Primary School. Records of volunteers who have completed the
workshop and Working with Children checks are updated and recorded by the Work Health and Safety Officer 
regularly. Volunteers throughout 2021 continued to be restricted due to COVID-19.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows 
recorded destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
AC - LEFT SA FOR ACT 2 1.3%
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 38 25.2%
NT - LEFT SA FOR NT 2 1.3%
QL - LEFT SA FOR QLD 6 4.0%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

103 68.2%
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 68
Post Graduate Qualifications 19

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification 
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching 
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 1.0 44.4 0.6 21.6
Persons 1 49 1 35

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $7,620,147
Grants: Commonwealth $37,100
Parent Contributions $194,448
Fund Raising $7,699
Other $136,516

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Funding was used for 1:1 support for students individually and in small groups, mainly 
around 'The Nest' - an interoception room.

Students were able to better self 
regulate and resume their learning.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

Funding was used to employ 3 Intervention Teachers, each with an EALD component of 
their role.
Teachers worked with identified students to improve Literacy and / Numeracy outcomes.

Intervention Teachers worked 
individually and in small groups.

Inclusive Education Support Program IESP funds were used to employ SSOs and intervention teachers to support students with 
additional needs.

Majority of students demonstrated 
academic growth

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

English and Mathematics were SIP priorities and a focus for our Partnership work.
Literacy and Numeracy grant was used to employ intervention teachers as well as to allow 
teachers to be released to participate in Maths or Reading PLCs.
The AET funding and Students with Learning Difficulties grant was used to employ 
Intervention Teachers and SSOs to work with identified students.

Targeted teaching towards learning 
goals for students with a learning 
difficulty.
Training and Development provided for 
Literacy and Numeracy (PLCs)

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum AC funding was used to support the Training and Development program as well as site led 
PLCs, for teachers and the purchase of associated resources to accompany the training. 

Training and Development provided for 
teachers in Literacy and Numeracy.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

NA NA

Better schools funding The Better Schools Funding was used to employ intervention teachers to support children 
with low Literacy and Numeracy levels.

Small group explicit instruction to 
support student learning.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

NA NA

Improved outcomes for gifted students NA NA

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




