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Context and highlights
Golden Grove High School is a Category 5 school. Enrolment in 2021 was 1387 (Feb, 2021) students. The Special 
Education Unit caters for up to 52 students with disabilities. GGHS shares a campus with Pedare Christian College and 
Gleeson College. The three campus schools have their own philosophies, identities, facilities and curriculum offerings but 
share some specialist buildings, sporting and cultural facilities. The schools work cooperatively to offer a broad range of 
senior school curricula offerings through the One  arrangements. The school shares facilities with the Tea Tree Gully 
Council, which manages the Golden Grove Recreation and Arts Centre. Golden Grove High School offers a Special Entry 
Dance program, and Touch Football and AFL Girls programs for selected students. The EXCEL program caters for 
students with high intellectual potential. 

In November, we received notification of practical completion of the $15.5 million capital works project. The first building 
contains a dance studio with a wooden sprung floor, two drama spaces and a Senior School Study Centre on the top 
floor. The second building provides 18 Year 7 and 8 classrooms and many breakout learning spaces. In December, the 
school conducted 4 days of transition lessons and activities for approximately 600 Year 6 and 7 students. The adjacent 
Golden Grove Park and Ride facility will provide the school with 5 dedicated ‘kiss n drop’ carparks for GGHS families 
from early 2022. The Discovery Centre will be refurbished in term 1 2022 in readiness for the addition of a second special 
options class. 

Many staff were recruited from a range of sites (many from Primary Schools) in readiness for the implementation of the 
new GGHS Middle Schooling Model which will see Year 7 and 8 students working in ‘groves’ and ‘villages’ guided by a 
small number of teachers delivering a blended curriculum under the banners of Global Perspectives, STEM and Healthy 
Lifestyle’s. 
 
Highlights of the 2021 Stage 2 results  

- The subject pass rate was 97.7%  

- Sam Clark was Dux with an ATAR of 97.95, achieving two A  grades and two A grades 

- Students achieved 4 merits in Research Project (2), Psychology (1) and Health (1)  

- 96.4% mainstream SACE completion 

- 100% modified SACE completion   

- 36 students received an ATAR above 80, 23 students above 85, 16 students above 90, and 6 students above 95  

- Students achieved a total of 195 A grades (22%), including 23 A  grades  
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Goal 1: We did not achieve our targeted goal of increasing the number of students achieving in the high band in Year 9 
NAPLAN Writing (18% in 2021).  

NAPLAN data shows 12% in the high band for 2021, a decline of 2% from 2019. Students meeting the SEA dropped from 
65% in 2019 to 53% in 2021. Despite not achieving our 3 year targets our results in high band and SEA achievement are 
significantly higher than in 2018. The actions for improvement with the biggest impact on student learning were: 

- Scaffolded exemplars used to deconstruct a text type and identify the language features and structure of the text type  

- Explicit teaching of the text type structure and language features 

- Explicit use of subject specific vocabulary lists 

- Instant writing used to increase the frequency of students completing unstructured writing 

Our next steps are: 

- A focus on reading for understanding 

- Development of a whole school reading agreement 

- Analysing, interpreting and using student achievement data (NAPLAN and PAT) to plan differentiated teaching practices 
and assessment strategies 

Quality improvement planning

Governing council report
As the representative of the Golden Grove High School Governing Council, I have the pleasure of submitting the 2021 
Chairperson’s Report.  

The Governing Council at Golden Grove High School collaborates closely with the School Principal and his leadership 
team to set and monitor the direction of the school and provides an opportunity for parents, caregivers, and the school 
community to be actively involved in these decisions. 

Despite the ongoing challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021, which resulted in the school once 
again successfully transitioning to online learning for brief periods of time, and the implementation of mandatory mask 
wearing, the staff, students, and Governing Council at Golden Grove High School successfully overcame these 
challenges.  

The culmination of the Capital Works Project was reached this year. Construction was finished for the Year 7 and 8 
building, ready for the introduction of the new Year 7 students in 2022, specialised dance studio and performing arts, and 
the new Year 12 centre. 

During the year, the School Principal and myself meet with the Chief Executive Officer from the Department for 
Education to discuss the schools Master Plan. This was a productive meeting, and our plans were well received. One of 
the main projects discussed was the possibility of a much-needed Gymnasium. 

Other highlights of the achievements and activities of Golden Grove High School involving the Governing Council 
include:  

- Reviewing the school uniform ready for the introduction of Year 7s in 2022 

- Completing preparations for introducing Year 7s to high school in 2022 

- Completing the canteen and uniform shop tendering processes 

- New Kiss N Drop location in the newly built Park N Ride/car parking 

- New Scoreboard for School Oval  

- Security Cameras throughout the school 

As Governing Council Chairperson, I would like to express my thanks and appreciation towards the Governing Council 
members, Principal Peter Kuss, and Golden Grove High School staff for their dedication in 2021.  

Derren Halprin  

Chairperson, Governing Council 
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- Consistent use of the Teaching and Learning Cycle by all teachers. 

Goal 2 (Numeracy): We did not achieve our targeted goal of increasing the number of students achieving the high bands 
in Year 9 NAPLAN Numeracy (15% in 2021). 

NAPLAN data shows we achieved 8% in the High Band for 2021, a decline of 1% from 2019. Students meeting the SEA 
target decreased from 72% in 2019 to 67% in 2021. The actions for improvement with the biggest impact on student 
learning were: 

- Exposure to open-ended problem-solving tasks, with multiple entry and exit points 

- Differentiated student data provided by Maths Pathway allowed teachers to work with students to set individualized 
learning goals and further develop their Mathematical understanding and skills 

- The Introduction of Learning Journals enabled students to articulate their thinking and learning and accept mistakes are 
a critical part of the learning process 

Our next steps are: 

- Increase the level of targeted intervention so students are achieving at their level and beyond 

- Explicitly addressing the gaps identified in student knowledge, understanding and skills 

- A weekly targeted extension group for 25 students currently sitting at the upper end of the middle range band to move 
them into the higher band levels 

Goal 3 (SACE): We did not achieve our goal of increasing the numbers of ‘A’ grades for Year 11 boys to 21% in term 4 of 
Stage 1 of the SACE. (15% in term 4, 2021). 

The actions for improvement with the biggest impact on student learning were: 

- Exemplars for summative tasks provided students with examples of what is required to achieve in the A band 

- The ‘Know your Learners’ strategy identified potential high band learners and targeted extension and stretch 
opportunities were provided 

- Engaging topics of interest to boys have been utilised in Maths and English 

- Use of more active hands-on tasks allowing students to demonstrate their knowledge of the subject/topic in different 
ways 

- Formative feedback increases the knowledge and understanding of male students when teachers provide them with 
feedback to move learning forward via drafts and regular check-in points 

Our next steps are: 

- Increase the range of exemplars in learning areas to include other grade bands 

- Rigorously track high band learners and develop a range of strategies to engage and stretch identified students 

- Develop a PLC that engages deeply with research and uses of a variety of learning strategies to improve the 
achievement of boys.  
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group 31% 35%

Middle progress group 51% 48%

Lower progress group 17% 17%

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group 26% 34%

Middle progress group 55% 48%

Lower progress group 19% 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 7 2021 * * * * * *

Year 7 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 9 2021 286 286 35 24 12% 8%

Year 9 2019-2021 Average 279.5 279.5 35.5 24.5 13% 9%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group * 29%

Middle progress group * 48%

Lower progress group * 23%

NAPLAN progression Year 7-9 State (average)
Upper progress group * 30%

Middle progress group * 46%

Lower progress group * 23%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE

No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 7 2021 * * * * * *

Year 7 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 9 2021 9 9 1 1 11% 11%

Year 9 2019-2021 Average 12.5 12.5 0.5 0.5 4% 4%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

In 2021 the ALALR focused on Data Informed Planning and Tracking and Monitoring Growth and Achievement. The 
school implemented Power BI to provide “live” ongoing assessment, wellbeing and engagement data for ATSI students to 
all staff including the ATSI Team. This allowed the regular monitoring of ATSI student progress. Interventions were timely 
and specific to the students' needs to ensure they remained on track throughout the year. “Live” data was analysed 
alongside “static” data sets such as NAPLAN. These data sets were used when engaging with families and in pathways 
conversations. In 2022, the focus will continue to be Data and Informed Planning and Tracking and Monitoring Growth 
and Achievement with an emphasis on documenting and reviewing our collection and analysis of key datasets.  

All Aboriginal Learners have a OnePlan developed in consultation with the student, family and teachers. Plans are 
accessible and ensures informed teacher practice best caters for student needs.  

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Data Informed Planning

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

In 2021, 67% (6 out of 9) of our Year 9 Aboriginal students achieved SEA for Reading. These results are the highest in 
the last 7 years for NAPLAN Reading, improving from 31% in 2019. Our Numeracy results are equal to the highest 
results in SEA in the last 7 years with 67% (6 out of 9) achieving SEA, compared to just 19% in 2019. The results include 
100% of our Year 9 Aboriginal students maintaining their NAPLAN Numeracy achievement band from Year 7 to 9.  

Of the 6 Stage 2 students that commenced 2021, 5 completed their SACE (including 1 Modified SACE completor)  and 1 
student left for an apprenticeship. Many SACE students accessed APAS funded tutoring to support their learning 
throughout the year. In 2022, we will start an ATSI Homework Club providing our Middle School students with the literacy, 
numeracy and study skills needed to be successful in the senior years of schooling. This will build on the safe and 
supportive environment created through the Minu Wirra room.  

The ATSI attendance rate for 2021 was 79.3% (was 81.1% in 2020 and 80.4 in 2019) compared to the whole school 
attendance rate of 85.6%. 
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SACE Stage 2 Grades – Percentage of grades that are C- or above 
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA)

2018 2019 2020 2021
98% 96% 98% 97%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort Data excludes non-A to E and 
Withdrawn Not Graded subject results.

SACE Stage 2 grade distribution
Grade 2018 2019 2020 2021

A+ 2% 2% 2% 3%
A 7% 7% 6% 9%
A- 12% 12% 12% 10%
B+ 13% 13% 11% 0%
B 16% 13% 16% 12%
B- 14% 14% 14% 14%
C+ 14% 14% 15% 0%
C 14% 14% 15% 17%
C- 6% 7% 5% 5%
D+ 1% 2% 1% 0%
D 0% 1% 1% 2%
D- 0% 1% 0% 0%
E+ 0% 0% 0% 0%
E 0% 0% 0% 0%
E- 0% 0% 0% 0%
N 0% 0% 0% 0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data 
may not add up to 100%.

SACE Completion - Percentage of completers out of those 
students who had the potential to complete their SACE in 
October that year

2018 2019 2020 2021
97% 98% 100%  96%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2021
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2017 2018 2019 2020
Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year 12 
certificate or equivalent VET qualification

 25%  31%  9%  26%

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking 
vocational training or trade training

 31%  58%  34%  38%
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2021
 39%

 38%
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Stage 2 SACE results were strong in 2021. Golden Grove High School achieved 96.4% SACE completion with growth in 
the number of A’s achieved in 2021 compared to previous years.  The results included 4 Merits across 3 subjects. Year 
12 results remain consistently strong with 23 A  results and 21.7% of all grades in the A band. A range of flexibilities 
within the SACE were used throughout the year including Community Studies B, Integrated Learning, Exit Assessment 
and alternate LAPs to support students to be successful. 72 (38.50%) students used VET to complete their SACE. 91 
(47%) students applied for a University Pathway post school with 65 receiving a first-round offer. Many Stage 2 classes 
had 100% passing rates and were above the state-wide passing rates in the subject. With our completion rates high for 
SACE the focus for 2022 will be moving more students into the A and B grade bands.  

SACE results in the compulsory subjects for Literacy, Numeracy and Research Project all remained above state average 
completion rates, setting our students up for success in their final year of schooling.  

12% of our students achieved in the High Bands and 60% achieved SEA in year 9 NAPLAN reading.  8% of our students 
achieved in the High Bands and 67% achieved SEA in year 9 NAPLAN numeracy. These are both slightly down from 
2019 (no NAPLAN conducted in 2020) but consistent with previous years. Pleasingly, 31% of our students in NAPLAN 
reading were in the upper progress group compared to the state average quartile of 25%. In 2021, we had a higher 
percentage of students absent from their NAPLAN tests which impacted SEA percentages. Students in the Disability Unit 
were not formally withdrawn, but will be in future years. 

PAT Maths and Reading results in Years 8, 9 and 10 remained in line with previous year's results. In 2022, the English 
and Maths Teachers will collaboratively analyse NAPLAN and PAT data to inform teaching practice.  

School achievement data was slightly down from 2020. AB – 58% down from 60%, ABC – 87% down from 88% and DE – 
14% up from 12%. Our girls continued to outperform the boys in the percentage of higher grades despite incremental 
improvements from the boys over the last few years. In 2021, the school launched a new work submission policy that 
included the use of an “I” grade for insufficient evidence when work was not submitted by the due date. We discovered 
that around 5% of all assessment tasks were not submitted in Years 8 to 12. The majority of these “I” grades were 
converted to failing grades during reporting periods. In response the school has revised the work submission policies into 
Middle and Senior School with additional study sessions during break times and after school to ensure students do not 
opt out of learning.  

School performance comment
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2021 was the second year of our current Behaviour Management policy. An extensive review of the “I” grade process 
and Focus Room visits led to the development of a new Work Completion policy and a new Work Completion B1 
Leadership position for 2022. The Integrity and Resilience (IR) Room (formally the Focus Room) was developed in 
response to an increase of Focus Room referrals from 352 in 2020 to 565 in 2021. The IR Room will have a restorative 
practice focus, working on changing the behaviour of the students regularly being referred to the space. 

There was an increase in suspensions with 231 suspensions – although threatened/perpetrated violence was down 
17.8%, and threatened safety/wellbeing was down 28%. The increase in Focus room referrals and suspensions has led 
to the decision to move towards a restorative practice focus for 2022. 

Behaviour support comment

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Year 8 91.2% 90.0% 86.8% 88.1%

Year 9 88.5% 87.3% 86.6% 84.1%

Year 10 87.7% 86.8% 87.1% 85.6%

Year 11 89.4% 88.6% 87.4% 87.5%

Year 12 92.8% 91.8% 89.6% 88.7%

Secondary Other 88.2% 88.8% 87.2% 83.4%

Total 89.8% 88.8% 87.4% 86.6%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
The attendance rate for 2021 was 85.6% down from 87.2% in 2020. The drop in attendance can be attributed to the 
impact of COVID-19 particularly in the categories of ‘unexplained’ and ‘ill without certificate’ absences. Sub School 
Leaders and teachers regularly analyse data to enact timely intervention and support strategies with students and 
parents/caregivers. RAS is entered in EDSAS and DfE Support Services staff assist with attendance issues. Sub-
School leaders support students and work closely with Homegroup teachers and families. It is envisaged the continued 
rollout of our Wellbeing strategy and ID program will promote improved attendance through greater positive 
relationships.  
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Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
AT - ATTENDING UNIVERSITY IN SA 90 32.4%
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 25 9.0%
NS - LEFT SA FOR NSW 1 0.4%
OV - LEFT SA FOR OVERSEAS 5 1.8%
PE - PAID EMPLOYMENT IN SA 58 20.9%
PT - ATTENDING PRIVATE TRAINING INSTITUTE IN 
SA

2 0.7%

QL - LEFT SA FOR QLD 2 0.7%
SM - SEEKING EMPLOYMENT IN SA 20 7.2%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

24 8.6%

U - UNKNOWN 38 13.7%
VE - ATTENDING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION in SA 
e.g (TAFE)

12 4.3%

VI - LEFT SA FOR VIC 1 0.4%

Parent opinion survey summary
303 parents responded to the survey. Responses indicated clear strengths and areas for improvement.  

Strengths:  

- I think education at school is important to my child’s future (96% positive)  

- I receive enough communication from the school (84% positive or neutral)  

- Teachers and students respect each other at the school (82% positive or neutral) 

- I feel like my child is important to the school (81% positive or neutral) 

- The school communicates effectively with me (79% positive or neutral) 

Areas for Improvement:  

- I have useful discussions with the school about my child’s learning (30% negative)  

- The school provides an opportunity for me to have input about my child’s learning (30% negative)  

- The school provides me with useful tips on how to help students learn at home (34% negative) 

Summary of Parent Comments: 

Some parents commented they have felt more disconnected from the school this year compared to previous years 
because of the impacts of COVID. They urged us to find ways to make them feel more welcome and provide them with 
opportunities to be more involved in their child’s learning moving forward. They want us to return to the traditional 
parent teacher interview format next year because they highly value the opportunity to conference with their child’s 
subject teachers. They also want us to return to face to face interviews for all Year 10 and 11 students in term 3 when 
the subject counselling process is done. Many parents indicated they value the opportunity to meet with a school 
leader and the homegroup teacher to discuss their child’s pathway beyond school and to check the subjects being 
selected are good preparation for the chosen pathway. Parents often report preferring to receive more communication 
from subject teachers, rather than less, especially when their child has failed a task or is starting to fall behind in their 
learning. 
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Relevant history screening
GGHS is compliant with relevant History Screening DfE regulations for all staff, external agencies, contractors and 
other volunteers who attend the school.  Records are maintained and reviewed periodically to ensure compliance.  

All home-stay parents and families that support Golden Grove High School's co-curricular programs by hosting 
students from overseas are compliant with Relevant History Screening DfE policies, including current working with 
children checks.  

As required teachers, SSO's and students have undertaken the online Working With Children Check process. 

All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 188
Post Graduate Qualifications 79

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 105.1 1.1 41.3
Persons 0 116 2 52

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $17,587,063
Grants: Commonwealth $70,586
Parent Contributions $1,232,141
Fund Raising $0
Other $2,086,350

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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