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Context and highlights
Renown Park Children's Centre has been operating from our purpose-built facilities since 2017 and  have a proud 
history of serving generations of children and families in the Brompton area since 1977. Our preschool program is a 
highly respected service in the community. The preschool offered 15 hrs of preschool education to 29 children in two 
groups with each accessing two full days per week and additional days during term three or four.

Our Occasional care service operates one session for under 2s and two sessions for over 2s . The program is very 
popular and sessions are fully booked throughout the year with a waiting list. Each week we offer a playgroup, a 
baby playgroup and a play connect play group where parents/carers and their children connect and learn together. 
These playgroups have seen more families joining over the year but COVID restriction have made this more 
challenging.

Our local community has changed in recent years, with increasing pressure of housing we have seen more families 
struggle to find rentals and for moving North for affordability.  Our community consists of approximately 50% of 
children coming from families that speak languages other than English at home and from a range of countries such 
as Pakistan, Iran, India, China, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, and Vietnam.   Each year the countries that families are from 
changes. In response to this, we currently have two staff members that speak other languages and well as utilising 
bilingual staff, which helps us to be able to communicate and connect with all families. 

Our preschool children transitioned to 8 different schools with 75% starting school at our local, Brompton PS. We 
have one child each transitioning to the other 8 primary schools. Many of the families will be attending their local 
primary school.

Our preschool is governed by a parent committee that has parents, the Director and our Community Development 
Coordinator working together to make centre decisions and help set the values for the centre.

We are able to offer educations and care, health services and parenting and community support through our centre. 
We work alongside our Community Development Coordinator and our Family Practitioner and  with other 
Government and non Government organisations such as Family by Family, UCWB and DHS family support team. 
We offer parenting workshops, play groups, counselling, immunisations, health checks, and continually reflect and 
adjust our programs to meet the changing needs of our community. We use AEDC data, LAN data and liaise with 
key stakeholders to inform our decisions.

Governing council report
The 2021 parent committee consisted of 5 parents, the Director and our Community Development Coordinator.  
Together we were able to make decisions about the centre to guide and plan for our future.  

We used funding received this year to add cabinetry to the centre, fix irrigation issues in our veggie patch and lawn 
and replaced flooring in the community space to allow for messy play at play group.

We encourage volunteers across the centre and had our parent committee and other families volunteer on our local 
neighbourhood walks.  Children were able to attended the Patch Theatre performance “I wish” and Morialta nature 
excursion thanks to the dedication and support of our many volunteers. 

We continued the centre’s pay if forward scheme in which families are able to pay more for their child's preschool 
photos. The money is then used to cover the cost of other children's photos.  This enabled all families to receive 
their child’s preschool photos. These small acts of kindness have helped create a sense of community here, where 
all people belong and everyone is supported. We fundraised through having families make clothing donations and 
we were then able to use the money to gift all families a commemorative tea towel with children’s self-portraits on it.

The committee was integral in organising a centre celebration with Lizzie the literacy lizard.  With over 100 people in 
attendance, families were able to connect with each other, enjoy food and entertainment and celebrate as a 
community.  Highlights were the Welcome to country where everyone got really involved and shared the message 
of everyone coming together for reconciliation.  Children got to meet Lizzie, gave her birthday cards, presents and 
learnt about the monthly message “drawing together every day helps my brain to grow”.  We all shared cake and 
children all received a present to help them read, draw and sing together every day.
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Preschool quality improvement planning
Our centre has been on a journey for a few years. To start with we noticed a need to focus on emotions and self-
regulation and we created a centre goal. This had many positive impacts as we supported children to learn skills in 
keeping themselves regulated. We noticed they were able to use breathing techniques, different equipment and 
notice if they were hungry or thirsty. But a missing link was once children were regulated they were not able to 
engage in sustained periods of play with others. This became our improvement goal for 2020, where we focused on 
learning the roles of educators in play, setting up the environment for groups of children to play together and having 
strategies for supporting children to enter play and develop their play skills. We were able to support children with 
play skills and groups of children were successfully playing together. We tracked progress and noticed that one 
area that was holding children back was communication. This then became our focus for 2021. Our goal was to use 
pedagogical documentation to document children’s growth and build a consistent whole site approach to 
communication, so that children would make progress in communication and be able to share their thinking.

Pedagogical documentation was a partnership priority and we enlisted the support of a mentor to help us think 
about how and why we document what children know, can do and understand and how we can document 
authentically at our centre. We worked with our speech pathologist to find out more about how children develop 
language and the stages of development. We used this to track progress and looked further into sustained shared 
thinking, building a sense of belonging to learning spaces, and using visuals. We focused on a book for an 
extended period of time to support children to have other play scripts that they could act out together. Some books 
included, “The three little pigs”, “Wombat Stew” and “The three Billy Goats Gruff”. The repetition meant children 
experienced the book many times and in multiple ways.They acted it out, there was props to use in play, there was 
a story table with mini characters to retell the story and other things such as putting the story in order and retelling 
the main parts.  

We noted that children increased their language and communication which lead to deeper connection between 
peers, children accepting new story line ideas, the confidence to share and extend thinking, an increase in group 
size as more children negotiated and shared ideas in play, they adapted story lines based on interests and props, 
and we had a more engaged group of children.

Educators were able to make this happen through team work. Through our team-based approach to analysing and 
planning for learning and our many discussions about new learning such as sustained shared thinking, we were 
able to have a common approach to this goal. We achieved this consistency through targeted observations, shared 
understandings about language and communication development, shared thinking and conversations in play and 
continuing to utilise strategies from our 2020 improvement plan. 
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Enrolment

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry. 
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate. 
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment by Term
Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 50 49 49 51

2019 41 42 42 44

2020 43 41 39 36

2021 31 26 26 !NO DATA!

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
2018 centre 86.6% 86.2% 86.3% 78.4%

2019 centre 80.3% 84.9% 74.5% 80.6%

2020 centre 89.5% 73.1% 82.1% 87.1%

2021 centre 92.7% 80.0% 95.8%  79%

2018 state 90.8% 88.4% 88.0% 88.2%

2019 state 90.8% 88.2% 86.9% 87.6%

2020 state 89.8% 73.0% 86.3% 87.0%

2021 state 88.6% 86.5% 88.4% 85.0%

Attendance

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the 
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations  based on deemed attendance to actual 
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
We find children at our centre have generally good attendance. When children are away families will call or text to let 
us know. If we don’t hear from them, then we will follow up to find out why they are away and to check in on them. We 
work alongside other agencies that are working with families to support them to have their children attending regularly. 
We also had a number of children who had not previously attended childcare and they had above average sickness 
over the year. Due to the changing COVID circumstances, parents did the right thing in keeping children home when 
sick. We also gave families the choice of the 10 additional preschool days being in term 3 or 4, which helped for this 
day to be well attended. However, there was a small number or children that for reasons such as already attending 
childcare, that did not attend any of their additional days.

Each year we share the importance of regular attendance with families and strive to support families with barriers they 
are facing in having children attend regularly.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name) 2018 2019 2020 2021

8205 - Blackfriars Priory School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%
646 - Brompton Primary School 74.0% 61.5% 78.4% 80.0%
9010 - Immaculate Heart of Mary School 8.0% 10.3% 8.1% 4.0%
207 - Kilkenny Primary School 0.0% 2.6% 0.0% 4.0%
179 - North Adelaide Primary School 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%
6015 - St Michael's College: Jnr School 2.0% 0.0% 0.0% 4.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only 
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2021 collection.

Family opinion survey summary
From the Department for Education survey to parents we had 4 families respond out of our 29 families. From the 
families who responded they were happy with all area of our leadership, quality teaching and learning, relationships 
and communication and support of learning, responding with either agreeing or strongly agreeing. 

We had one neutral response and that was that the preschool provided a safe and secure environment. This 
potentially could be an area to work on next year ensuring we communicate with all families and check in with them, 
particularly if their child is injured at preschool. We will look to work together to come up with ways we can ensure the 
safety of all children from a parents perspective.

From other feedback over the year families overall like Seesaw as a way of quickly communicating with teachers and 
admin staff.  They loved the photos that were posted as it gave them an insight into their child's day and learning. Staff 
were still showing families photos at drop off and pick up first before posting on Seesaw and walking them through the 
learning which they said was valuable as their wouldn't have otherwise really understood why the photo was posted 
and the rich learning that was happening.  Some parents feedback that there was too much being posted and it was 
hard to keep up.  In the future we will put reminder posts for important days a could of days prior to help parents with 
this.  

Families fed back that they loved having the centre celebration and Lizzie the literacy lizard's birthday.  There was 
great excitement with Lizzie being there, children were singing the Lizzie song at home, the food and face painting and 
was excellent and the welcome to country had everyone engaged.

A parent stated that "we have a supportive, caring and nurturing community."

All of our staff have up to date screening and when they are due for renewal, we receive a reminder email and follow 
up in a timely manner to ensure the screening remains current.  Everyone who comes into our centre to work with 
children gives us a copy of their screening and we look on the system to see it is still current before they are able to 
commence with us.  A working with children check spreadsheet is updated in an ongoing basis and reference numbers 
and expiry dates are noted.

Relevant history screening

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $637,157
Grants: Commonwealth $0
Parent Contributions $15,195
Other $2,223

Financial statement
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2021 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational 
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy 

We used the funding to have additional staff with children during preschool session and for staff to 
access training and development in literacy and numeracy.

Staff were able to track and monitor 
children's language and communication and 
numeracy development over the year and 
program and plan for next steps in their 
development.

Inclusive Education Support Program

We worked with service providers such as Speech Pathologist, OT and Special Educators to develop 
individual goals each term for each child and used best practice advice and focused on educator 
language to be inclusive of all children.  We had a team approach to support all children and ensured all 
staff knew the goals and our role in supporting the development of these skills. We used funding to have 
additional staffing and also purchased resources as needed and sought advice from professionals to be 
able to have all children fully engage in the preschool program.

Collaboration from our centre, support 
services and other organisations enabled 
achievable goals and high levels of 
engagement from all children.

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking 
children who received bilingual support

We used bilingual staff, interpreters and our existing staff who speak other languages to support 
children and families this year.  They supported Mandarin, Punjabi, and Pashto languages which 
supported 5 families at the centre.  Bilingual staff were able to support the child to communicate their 
wants and needs and help translate when meaning was lost.  They helped build a sense of belonging to 
the centre for families as they were able to ask questions and have a greater understanding of our goals 
for preschool and in working in partnership with families.  Having access to interpreters was invaluable 
to communicate and translate documents.

Children are now confident communicating 
and playing with others, are fully 
participating in the preschool program, and 
have a sense of belonging to the centre.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.



2021 Children's Centres for Early Childhood Development and Parenting annual report: 
Improved outcomes funding 

Improved outcomes category 
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used, and what programs were run, to improve the relevant 
department's standard of educational achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these 
outcomes:

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes 

We developed strong relationships with families and kept in touch throughout the year via Seasaw and 
many informal chats before and after the session, often showing and explaining learning through photos 
and videos. We worked with families on our parent committee, a highlight being planning and 
organising our centre celebration for over 100 people in our community. We offered parent programs 
and spent time talking to families and supporting them with any difficulties they were facing as well as 
celebrating successes with them. We came up with educational goals together shared strategies we 
were using to support them acquiring these skills.

We were able to develop strong relationships 
and work in partnership with families despite 
restrictions on them coming inside the centre 
for part of the year. 

Children's Centres for Early Childhood 
Development and Parenting Grants

We used funding to provide food security for families, providing Foodbank and having pantry staples 
available for families as well and Foodbank vouchers.
We ran 2 play groups, a general play group and a baby play group each week for families, using the 
funding to pay a worker from the centre to run this group.
We also used the funding to support our community celebration  where each child was given a book in 
Kaurna language along with other books and drawing materials.

Outcomes achieved include a greater sense 
on belonging and community, stronger 
community ties, access to food, access to 
services.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Briefly describe or list the community programs offered in 2021 which had a focus on:
• Playgroup
• Parent support
• Transition to and from preschool
• Any new programs or services not  previously offered.

This year we offered three play groups at the centre. A play group specifically for babies, a play group run through Play Group SA targeting children with additional needs (specifically Autism ad 
developmental delay) and a general play group.  We also had HAIMS come and provide immunisations at the centre for children and adults wanting immunisations, which helped many families. We 
offered a parent program on coping skills, and have booked more parenting programs for 2022. We partnered with UCWB and Flinders Uni to have health checks offered for children, had a 
counsellor at the centre one day per week and worked with Family by Family.


