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Governing council report
2021 – A year of review and transition
We operated extremely successfully throughout most of 2021 under a "new normal", settling into a COVID – 19 World, 
requiring only a few pivots throughout the year.  
Collaboratively, the Governing Council continued to support to our School’s leaders, teachers and students: for example 
the external review and by retaining funding for additional classroom and on-line learning resources and wellbeing 
initiatives for students and teachers.  A large focus was also placed on working to support our years 6 and 7 cohort and 
families navigate the transition to High School. 
Governing Council (and committee) meetings returned to face to face, parent volunteering returned in classrooms and 
excursions, and both Q&A on Hay and fundraising activities were able to be attended personally.  (Thank you to the 
Leadership team for their risk and COVID management planning).  We celebrated the opening of our COLA and sadly, 
we farewelled our Principal Deb O'Neill.  (We have worked successfully with our ED and DECD to appoint a new 
principal, commencing 2022).  Some key highlights include;  
• Fundraising: Raising over $21,214 through the Fundraising Committee with a variety of activities
• COLA: Major works completed and COLA opened
• 2021 M&S Fees: Modest increase for 2022. 
• OSHC: Redevelopment (kitchen) works approved
• Q&A on Hay: Returned face to face
• Engagement: Surveyed parents to understand what was valued by them in the remote learning delivered which will 
inform future planning. 
• Wellbeing: Wellbeing remained a focus for student, teacher and parent community
• Reconciliation Action Plan: Ongoing Planning and development supported by the SL&W Committee 
• External Review: Exceptional results
• Mural: Completion of year 5 mural
Volunteers: We continued our recognition of volunteering through the Volunteer of the Year Award, awarded to Kathrin 
Roehmig , and farewelled Kate Hanneman (9yrs), Trent Schroeter (6yrs), Kate Stock (4yrs), Emily Sidwell (4yrs), Jie Zhu 
(2yrs), Chris Li (1yr) from Council. 
The commitment of our Councillors, volunteers, leadership, teachers and administration, continued to offer students a 
supportive, safe and inspiring place to learn. 
Susie Inat
Chair – Governing Council

Context and highlights
Linden Park Primary School is one of the largest government primary schools in metropolitan Adelaide with 960 students. 
More than 60 cultures are represented and parents and students have high expectations for learning outcomes. Linden 
Park is working under a Capacity Management Plan which ensures the successful running of our school. 
This year was again a challenging year for staff, students and parents, however we continued to maintain our focus on 
learning ensuring each child could strive for their best as well as ensuring their social and emotional needs were catered 
for during this uncertain time. As the year progressed we were able to open our school up again for parents to attend 
various events including our historic year 6 and 7 graduations.
A highlight of the year was our External School review, which is conducted every three years. The panel were extremely 
impressed by the school and in particular how our students were able to articulate their learning and plan for the next 
steps. There were many positives to come out of the report and also some areas for us to continue developing.  These 
results are available on our website.
Students were involved in many activities across the year including the camps attended by Years 2, 6 and 7.  The annual 
swimming carnival was held at Burnside Pool for year 3 to 7 and all year levels attended swimming lessons. The annual 
sports days were also well attended and many of our students were selected for district and State athletics events. After 
school sports were also well attended with over 100 students participating in weekend or evening teams. We would like 
to thank the Sports Committee and the volunteer parents who coach and manage teams. We would not be able to offer 
these activities without their support. Many of our older students competed against other primary schools in knock out 
SAPSAA and district events. 
The arts again featured throughout the year with the highlight being The X Factory musical held in a smaller capacity in 
out gym. It was an amazing performance and highlighted the many talents we have at Linden Park. Our year 6 and 7 
students participated in the Festival of Music at the Entertainment Centre and many of our instrumental music students 
participated in concerts and additional performances. 
 We celebrated the opening of the Covered Outdoor Learning Area, (C.O.L.A) which provided us with a place for all of 
our school to visit in one place for assemblies and events. This was a major achievement and largely due to the efforts of 
the Governing Council and parent bodies.                              Deb O'Neill
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As the end of the 3 year planning cycle approaches we have been reviewing and evaluating our directions of the Site 
Improvement Plan in preparation for the next 2022- 2024 Plan. In achieving many of our targets we have positioned 
ourselves in a positive place to continue the journey. The 2021 External School Review has supported our evaluation and 
has provided us with 3 improvement directions below:
Direction 1 Continue to build the capacity of teachers by collaboratively developing and implementing a whole-school 
formal observation process that includes opportunities for teachers to evaluate and review whole-school initiatives. 
Direction 2 Continue to focus on engaging and challenging students through formative assessment and feedback, 
identification of next steps in learning and differentiation of learning tasks for all students.
Direction 3 Enhance student ownership and voice in their learning by providing greater opportunities to analyse and 
engage with their achievement data, reflect on their learning, and engage with lesson design and assessment. 
Literacy
Writing has continued to be an area of excellent growth this year for all year levels.
NAPLAN data also highlighted the continued high percentage of students achieving standard (94% or above) as well as 
strong increases of students in High Bands (up to 25%). Achievement in reading has continued to maintain high 
percentages of students achieving standard and overall there has been another increase in students in High Bands. Year 
1 Phonics Screening results have continued to improve with 91% of students now achieving standard. An improvement 
of 27% since the Phonics Screen was first introduced. Running Record data also shows in improvement in the 
percentage of Early Years students achieving standard.
 All intervention programmes continue to support improved student learning outcomes, often achieving more than one 
year’s growth.
Numeracy 
A high number of our students achieved excellent results in mathematics assessments. NAPLAN and PAT Maths testing 
has enabled us to identify areas for future learning and monitor student achievement. Our focus on higher band 
achievement has seen 96.5% of Year 7s meeting the Standard for Education Achievement (SEA), with 69% of those 
achieving in the Higher Bands. 95% of Year 5s met the SEA, with 57% of those achieving in the Higher Bands. 90% of 
Year 3s met the SEA, with 63% of those achieving in the Higher Bands. PAT Maths also showed over 90% of our 
students in each year level 3 to 7 achieving the Standard of Educational Achievement. 
Intervention programs in Numeracy support students that require rigor with number. All students accessing Wave 2 
interventions Quick Smart and Too Smart Maths and Big Ideas in Number have shown growth and through this process 
of tracking and monitoring with meaningful data we are more strategically supporting the needs of all our students. 
Staff training included two Year 6 and 7 teachers in Thinking Maths and two Reception and Year 1 Early Years teachers 
in Numeracy R-2 through Orbis.
Inquiry
Staff continue to work together in learning teams to collaborate and create their Units of Inquiry with a focus on formative 
feedback and summative assessments tasks, encouraging student agency through self and peer assessment.  School 
professional training has centred on strong central ideas, student agency and transdisciplinary learning. Teams have 
begun the process of developing Unit Scope and Sequences in English and Mathematics utilising the Department for 
Educations curriculum documents as support. We have participated as a lead school in the internationalising schools 
project. Our core business focus has been on International Mindedness, Developing Global Citizens and increasing 
student agency, voice and choice in their learning.  
For the first time ever Year 5s shared their Learning Journey with parents, vocalising their learning in digital format. Staff 
and students found creative ways to share the stude

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 32% 34% 33%

Middle progress group 50% 52% 48%

Lower progress group 18% 14% 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 46% 35% 33%

Middle progress group 41% 46% 48%

Lower progress group 14% 18% 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 119 119 100 79 84% 66%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 118.0 118.0 100.0 82.5 85% 70%

Year 5 2021 117 117 76 68 65% 58%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 118.5 118.5 76.5 72.5 65% 61%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community5 |  Linden Park Primary School



Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 31%

Middle progress group * 45%

Lower progress group * 24%

NAPLAN progression Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 32%

Middle progress group * 46%

Lower progress group * 22%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Quality Teaching supported by rigor in using assessment data to inform next steps in teaching and individual goals 
setting expressed in the ILP.

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Quality Teaching

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Aboriginal students achieved Standard of Educational Achievement and progress accordingly. Grade distribution showed 
partial achievement and satisfactory achievement of learning areas.
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The school has again achieved excellent results in NAPLAN testing with an overall school improvement score of 0.81, 
which although 0.01 lower than 2019 still positions the school in an inspire category of the improvement cycle. In relation 
to the State and National standards we continued to achieve top results in all areas. In reading there was continued 
improvement in higher bands with the Year 3 cohort achieving 95% SEA and 84% higher band achievement, Year 5s 
98% S.E.A. and 65% higher bands and year 7s 96% S.E.A and 56% higher bands. 
Writing achievement has shown dramatic improvement across all year levels. Year 3s showed 98% S.E.A. and 74% 
higher band achievement, Year 5s 94% S.E.A. and 49% higher band achievement and year 7s 95% S.E.A. and 63% 
higher band achievement. This has seen a significant improvement in years 5 and 7 which is testament to the 
exceptional work through functional grammar training and Brightpath implementation.  
In numeracy Year 3s showed a slight decrease in S.E.A to 93% and decrease in higher band achievement from 74% in 
2019 to 66% in 2021. Year 5 S.E.A. remained stable at 98% whilst higher bands reduced slightly from 64% in 2019 to 
58% in 2021. Year 7s showed a pleasing improvement with 96% achieving S.E.A and 68% higher band which is the 
highest result 7 years.  Numeracy will maintain a high focus in the Site Improvement Plan for the next 3 years with a 
focus on consistency in the early years and teacher training in the middle years through Orbis Primary Thinking Maths.   
Higher band retention measures the number of students who were enrolled at our school at the time of the NAPLAN 
Testing who had previously attained higher band status in year 3 and have maintained that status in later years. 
Retention in Reading from year 3 to 5 (2019 to 2021) shows an increase to 75.5% from 74.1%  (2017 to 2019) retaining 
HB status.  Retention in Reading from year 3 to 7 (2017 to 2021) also shows an increase 71.1% from 66.7% (2015 to 
2019).
Retention in Numeracy from year 3 to 5 (2019 to 2021) shows a decrease from 71.1% compared to 89.7% (2017 to 
2019) retaining HB status. Retention in Numeracy from year 3 to 7 (2017 to 2021) shows another increase from 90.3% 
from 87.8% (2015 to 2019) which is the third increase over time showing a continued pattern of improvement.  
Retention rates in writing are not available due to the changes of assessed genres. 
Additional testing using the PAT data sets showed continual growth and improvement across all year levels in the areas 
of Mathematics and Reading. 

School performance comment
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In 2021 the DfE Behaviour Support Policy was reviewed and now drives the directions of positive behaviour education. 
All staff use the elements of teaching, intervening, responding and restoring relationships with students as well as the 
LPPS Behaviour Education Flow Chart to determine the level and complexity of reported and identified behaviours. In 
some instances, behaviour development plans have been co-designed with students and families in consultation with 
selected school staff to support students. The 2021 WEC data, school based data and data collected from the anti-
bulling survey has provided specific directions and strategies for action in 2022. Student representatives, staff and 
decision making parent groups have contributed to these directions. 

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
This is the second year that the Department for Education has conducted the parent opinion survey in order to engage 
directly with parents and proved data to schools about parental perceptions and approvals.  Linden Park received 412 
responses to the 18 questions relating to the operation of the school and the quality of teaching and learning. 
School Climate was very strong again with 89% of respondents indicating that people at this school were respectful 
and 92% responding that teachers and students were respectful towards each other. These results were very similar to 
the 2020 parent survey and continue to show the mutual respect between adults and students at the school. 

85% of parents felt they received regular communication from the school through a variety of mediums, and were 
appreciative of the streamlined mechanisms that were being used by reducing the variability of class communications 
and whole of school processes. 
In relation to learning at school parents indicated the feedback that was given to them was adequate with 76% positive 
responses. They also felt they received quality information about their child from the teachers with an improvement 
from 57% positive responses in 202 to 66% in 2021. Parents also felt that there was an improvement in the tips and 
support they received from teachers from 54% in 2020 to 59% in 2021.  With our continued focus on formative and 
summative assessment through our improvement planning process we expect that these results will continue to 
increase as students and their families receive consistent and ongoing information about the learning that occurs and 
the next steps in the process. 

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 94.3% 94.3% 90.7% 96.3%

Year 1 95.0% 94.9% 89.6% 96.2%

Year 2 94.6% 95.0% 91.3% 96.4%

Year 3 95.5% 96.0% 91.3% 96.8%

Year 4 94.7% 94.2% 93.5% 97.0%

Year 5 95.6% 95.9% 93.4% 96.3%

Year 6 93.8% 95.4% 91.4% 96.0%

Year 7 94.5% 94.8% 90.0% 95.4%

Total 94.8% 95.0% 91.4% 96.3%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
The overall attendance in 2021 was 96.09%, an increase in 3.09% since 2020. Support with attendance and 
engagement was provided when necessary; setting attendance flags, making phone calls to families, scheduled 
meetings with families, sending letters home for chronic non-attendance or lateness and making referrals to the Social 
Work duty line. On occasion, an attendance action plan was co-designed with families when irregular patterns 
persisted. Close monitoring occurred in these instances and in all cases improvement was achieved. 
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Relevant history screening
DCSI screening strategies have continued at Linden Park Primary School with the implementation of the new Working 
with Children checks. An up to date data base is collected and all staff members are aware of DCSI compliant 
volunteers in their rooms. The importance of completing this training is highlighted  to all interested members of the 
school community.
All documentation for pre-service teachers, contractors, external service providers, staff and volunteers is current and 
consistently reviewed.  RAN training is also available online to all volunteers.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 22 14.8%
NS - LEFT SA FOR NSW 5 3.4%
OV - LEFT SA FOR OVERSEAS 2 1.3%
QL - LEFT SA FOR QLD 2 1.3%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

111 74.5%

U - UNKNOWN 2 1.3%
VI - LEFT SA FOR VIC 2 1.3%
WA - LEFT SA FOR WA 3 2.0%
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 87
Post Graduate Qualifications 28

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 50.6 0.0 18.8
Persons 0 63 0 27

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $9,055,637
Grants: Commonwealth $8,951
Parent Contributions $773,904
Fund Raising $52,292
Other $350,192

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Student Wellbeing Leader in collaboration with the Leadership team:
-  initiated SEEK (Social and Emotional Education and Kindness) Week as the program of 
learning to commence each year (subsequent SEEK days to review)

Student Wellbeing Leader’s reported 
less yard incidents as the year 
progressed. 

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

The funding was used to employ 2.5 FTE teachers, BSSOs (in Mandarin and Farsi) and to 
provide release time for teachers engage with the Levelling process and assess student's 
writing for future teaching. 

Levels data used to determine student 
goals / next steps in learning (increase).

Inclusive Education Support Program IESP Category funding was used to employ SSOs to support identified students to achieve 
their goals as outlined in their One Plan.  Some of this funding also used to provide release 
to teachers for reviewing outcomes.

One Plan reviews 4 indicated that many 
goals were achieved by students.  

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

The IESP grant, Literacy & Numeracy Strategy (including Early Years) funding, was used to 
implement and staff intervention (Wave 2) programs such as QuickSmart Maths, TooSmart 
Maths, Levelled literacy Intervention (LLI), Guided Reading Plus, What's the Buzz?, and to 
support both individual student's and small groups to achieve their learning goals.  
This year, the school continued to offer a Mandarin FLMD program.

Improvement in number of students 
reaching benchmarks and greater higher 
band achievement and retention 
(Numeracy and Writing) 

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Australian Curriculum funding was used to release teachers for collaborative planning, 
moderation and for professional development in functional grammar including 
assessment using the Brightpath tool.  

Improvement in student’s assessment 
data. 

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

No funding allocated Non applicable

Better schools funding The funding has been used to: build workforce capacity; implement intervention 
programs; support students to achieve their individual learning goals and to support 
improved learning outcomes for disadvantaged students. 

Improvement in student’s assessment 
data. 

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

non applicable non applicable

Improved outcomes for gifted students non applicable non applicable

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




