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Governing council report
This year has been unpredictable with Covid, and events we would normally see occurring throughout the year had to be 
cancelled due to increased cases within the community and close surrounds. Despite this, Berri Primary School still 
managed to pull off a great 2021!
The start of the year saw the year 6/7's head down to Lake Bonney to enjoy their Aquatics Day which was a fantastic day 
of fun in the sun. Launchpad was introduced whereby Mrs Makris amongst others operate a before school classroom for 
children to come and do their reading and catch up on other work they may have, which has been hugely successful with 
a lot of students. Mrs Sim introduced the YANA hub (You Are Not Alone) during her time as acting Wellbeing Leader. This 
gives all students the chance to have something to do and a place to go during lunchtime that is fun and has made a 
very positive impact on plenty of students. It is an amazing initiative, and I am hopeful this will continue in years to come.
Our school's NAPLAN results were on par with those of surrounding schools in the Riverland and this shows the efforts 
from teachers and students alike coming to fruition. The year 6/7 camp fundraiser was a Bingo afternoon held at the Berri 
Hotel which successfully brought in funding to allow the school to buy the year 6/7's lunch and snacks for their bus ride to 
Adelaide on the first day of camp. The couple of days they spent down at Woodhouse Activity Centre were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. Room 15 held their camp a short while after, and they too had plenty of fun which can be seen by the 
pictures the teachers took while there.
We hosted the Charity Cup Footy event to raise funds for AC Care's
Homelessness service which turned out to be a great day with plenty of effort put in by the organisers. Although it was 
sad to not be able to go ahead with our biennial Moon Lantern Parade everyone was thrilled that Sports Day could still 
take place at the end of term 4. The students were overjoyed that the highly anticipated upper primary new playground 
equipment went up during term 4 and have all loved playing on the new climbing structure.
We had a new Director take over the BPS OSHC service namely Kate Virgin who has done and continues to do a stellar 
job at leading her employees to take the best care possible of children under their supervision and create an engaging, 
home away from home environment for all who attend.
All in all, it turned out to be another successful year despite the challenges that Covid presented. This was my last year 
as Governing Council Chairperson for Berri Primary School and I would like to say a big thank you to the staff and 
parents who willingly give their time a

Context and highlights
What a fabulous year it has been for our school. We are now genuinely recognised as an ‘Improving School’. This is a 
terrific accomplishment. 

I would like to thank the staff and students for their contribution in making our school a wonderful place to be. I especially 
wish to thank the Governing Council for the time and effort they put into school life. 

One highlight from mid-year, was the feedback that I received from parents following the parent teacher interviews. I 
consistently heard about the professional teaching and focused learning occurring in each class. 

In 2021 we began working on our Berry Education strategies. These create consistency throughout the school in getting 
the students 'tuned in' and ready to learn. You should see ‘Ready to Learn’ scales displayed in each classroom when you 
get a chance to visit. 

Our student leaders must be acknowledged. They work hard to increase engagement and create a safe environment for 
us to work and play in. 
We explored the use of peer mediators in the school and I will report on progress with that in 2022. 

This year we celebrated the 25th Riverland Music Festival. I can't even begin to tell you the number of volunteers that 
have created and sustained this event since 1996. Berri has always been represented. Special thanks to Karen Clark, 
Sue Press and Mai Schloite, for the many hours of preparation and rehearsals. The singers and dancers were superb we 
were all immensely proud.

Another fantastic sports day was held in Term 4. Again, this event was due to our amazing team. The students were 
sensational because we hold them accountable and expect nothing but their best effort. 

This really has been an historic year. A double cohort of students venture off to secondary school, the end of lockdown 
and the creeping in of the virus late in the year in the township. 

The year 7's can proudly say they were the last group of year 7's to graduate at Berri Primary School. That is something 
they can remember forever. I hope that they find a way to create some reunions for this notable event over the next two 
decades.

No doubt with Covid-19 entering South Australia, who knows what 2022 will bring, but I can say to you that we will see 
our professional team creating fabulous opportunities to benefit our children again next year. 

I am proud to lead Berri Primary School. 
Greg Platt
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Goal 1 Increase the percentage of students meeting SEA for Reading in Years 3- 7 - Goal met

Goal 2 Increase the percentage of students achieving the year level standard for writing in years 3,5 and 7 - Goal met

Increase the percentage of students meeting SEA in Maths in Year 3 - Goal Met

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 27% 41% 33%

Middle progress group 64% 47% 48%

Lower progress group * * 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 27% 58% 33%

Middle progress group 45% 36% 48%

Lower progress group 27% * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 36 36 14 5 39% 14%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 27.0 27.0 10.5 5.5 39% 20%

Year 5 2021 23 23 9 1 39% 4%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 27.0 27.0 7.0 1.0 26% 4%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 28%

Middle progress group * * 47%

Lower progress group * * 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 27%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Our students undertook many activities during the year that were aimed at building a strong sense of connection and a 
deep understanding between the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people's. We 
embed cultural awareness in our programs and don't see reconciliation as an event it's an ongoing journey. Our ATSI 
team work extremely closely with families to create a strong sense of belonging to our school.

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Engaging Families

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Improved results in both NAPLAN and PAT M and PAT R
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The DfE provides a report (Big Data) which shows the targets set for us.  
NAPLAN Performance Score  0.51
Phonics Screening 2019   50%            2020 42.1%  2021 NYA
Running Records Yr 1 2019 60%  2020 63.2%  2021 NYA
Running Records Yr 2 2019 59%  2020 63.2%      2021 NYA

NAPLAN Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) Reading
Reading Yr 3 2019 88.9%  target met  2021 77.8% target met
Reading Yr 5 2019 61.3%  target met  2021 87%    target met
Reading Yr 7 2019 71.9%  target met  2021 83.8% target met

NAPLAN High Achievement Scores Reading
Year 3  2019  38.9% target met   2021 38.9% target met
Year 5  2019  16.1% target met   2021 39.1% target met
Year 7  2019  18.8% target met   2021 18.9% target met  

NAPLAN (SEA) Numeracy
Numeracy Yr 3 2019 88.9%  target met  2021 63.9% target met
Numeracy Yr 5 2019 54.8%  target met  2021 95.7% target met
Numeracy Yr 7 2019 78.1%  target met  2021 73%    target met

NAPLAN High Achievement Scores Numeracy
Year 3  2019  33.3% target met  2021 31%    target met
Year 5  2019   3.2%  not met  2021 8.9%   not met
Year 7  2019  28.1% target met  2021 25.6% target met

NAPLAN PROGRESS BETWEEN YEARS 3-5 AND 5-7 READING
(students who did both tests) STATE AVERAGE IS 75%

Year 5 2019   81.4%    2021   91.2% 
Year 7 2019   84.7%   2021   87.8% 

NAPLAN 
Retention in higher levels Reading
(students who have sat all eligible tests and stayed in the higher levels)

Year 5 2019   37.5%  target met  2021 80%      target met
Year 7 2019   40%     no change  2021 54.5%   no change

NAPLAN 
Retention in higher levels Numeracy
(students who have sat all eligible tests and stayed in the higher levels)

Year 5 2019   16.7%  no change  2021   14.3%  no change
Year 7 2019   100%   no change  2021   62.5%  no change

Our NAPLAN Performance Score/school score has improved over time.
2014 0.31; 2015 0.35; 2016 0.34; 2017 0.35; 2018 0.37; 2019 0.46 2021 0.51

Evaluation
Many targets (BIG DATA) were met. I am thrilled with this. That is why we are an ‘Improving School’. However, it is the 
individual child’s data (SMALL DATA) that we must focus on. If we can keep getting better at this, then we will keep 
improving.
Our Reading results for years has been better than Numeracy. The results in meeting the standard (SEA), are much 
closer this year. In fact, in year 5 they are ahead (87% to 96%). We do have a focus on Big Ideas in Number and I expect 
this is making a difference. But that is not enough to score in the higher bands. We need to stretch children’s thinking and 
offer more complex activities.
Nearly 40% of students scored a high achievement in Reading in years 3 and 5. (Nearly 20% in year 7). Our result for 
Numeracy was not as good but vastly improved, except in year 5. 
Our Running Record data compared to the state, category of disadvantage and partnership is not where I would like it. 
We need work with families about developing better routines at home, especially with phonics.
Year one: 38% in the top three levels compared to 50% in the state, 30% in our category of disadvantage and 39% in our 
partnership.
Year two: 76% in the top three levels compared to 81% in the state, 66% in our category of disadvantage and 77% in our 
partnership.

School performance comment
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Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

37 97.4%

U - UNKNOWN 1 2.6%

I have been proud of our students in 2021. The teachers can teach and not be distracted. Our levels of behaviour are 
now embedded in the school. Many children are trusted to go about their work and challenge themselves. They set 
their learning and behaviour goals.

No school year is incident free. We have issues like all schools. When an issue arises, it is dealt with professionally. 
We talk it through, record it accurately and look at restorative practices.

Behaviour support comment

Parent opinion survey summary
We did not conduct the survey in 2021. What I can say however, is that we are picking up enrolments from a few 
meighbouring schools including the private schools. This demographic supports the description by the Department for 
Education that Berri Primary School is an 'Improving School'.

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 89.7% 86.3% 87.4% 90.9%

Year 1 91.5% 90.1% 89.7% 85.6%

Year 2 89.1% 90.7% 87.4% 92.1%

Year 3 90.1% 88.9% 90.2% 90.0%

Year 4 94.3% 88.9% 89.8% 91.7%

Year 5 90.6% 89.6% 86.6% 88.6%

Year 6 87.8% 89.9% 89.0% 86.7%

Year 7 86.4% 87.7% 88.3% 87.8%

Primary Other 89.1% 85.5% 88.9% 85.7%

Total 89.9% 88.9% 88.5% 89.2%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
Attendance at school is an important contributor to each child's academic achievement and positive well-being. At 
Berri primary School, we say all days matter! 

It's been very difficult to compare attendance statistics over a period of years due to Covid-19, as we understand 
people are required to keep children at home if there are signs of an illness. I can affirm that we record attendance 
accurately, contact parents immediately if there's an issue and work with them if to re-engage the sense of belonging 
that is needed to feel comfortable at school. Our attendance has hovered around the 89% mark again this year.
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Relevant history screening
Department of Human Services, Screening Unit WWCC and relevant screening processes were upheld for all staff, 
volunteers, contractors and visitors as per DfE guidelines

All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 36
Post Graduate Qualifications 2

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 20.8 0.6 11.9
Persons 0 22 1 16

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $3,993,728
Grants: Commonwealth $13,400
Parent Contributions $78,761
Fund Raising $426
Other $20,375

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement The Wellbeing funding was used to support students and teachers to provide safe and 
supportive classrooms through Berry Street training and practices. 

The staff all completed the final phase of 
training Berry Street training. 

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

N/A N/A

Inclusive Education Support Program All students received their allocated levels of  support in the form of 1-1, small group or 
classroom support.

Progress against One Plan goals has 
increased.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early 
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

A.C.E.O & A.E.T. supported improved attendance and curriculum support for all aboriginal 
students. Numeracy and Literacy funding used to employ high quality SSOs who 
supported the classroom teacher.

High progress in attendance and 
engagement for targeted students.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Curriculum implementation support including P.L.C.s, professional learning and 
collaborative enquiry.

Improved P.A.T. Reading, P.A.T. Maths 
and A- E grades

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

Significant funding directed towards increasing SEA for aboriginal students. Intervention 
programme (Launchpad) for children who have not achieved reading level SEA in 
Reception and year 1.

High percentage of aboriginal students 
achieved reading level SEA .

Better schools funding 32 student involved in Launchpad programme for reading intervention. 5lessons / week, 
50 minutes / day and 1 - 4 teacher ratio.

13 out of 32 children reached SEA 
reading level.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

N/A N/A

Improved outcomes for gifted students Children in higher levels of P.A.T. Reading and Maths and NAPLAN  targeted and extended Children retained in higher bands. New 
high band students identified

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.




