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Governing council report
The start of 2021 saw 15 mainstream classes and 3 Intensive English Language Program (IELP) classes, and a 
somewhat less impacted year due to Covid-19, although there was one week of online learning in Term 2. Thank you to 
the amazing leadership and teaching staff who dealt with this, and many other challenges at short notice, to ensure the 
learning programs continued with little disruption. Unfortunately we say goodbye to the IELP program at the end of 2021, 
as the Department ‘pauses’ the program at Richmond due to the reduction in overseas arrivals of new students. 
Governing Council notes how much of a positive impact this program has had on our diverse community and is sad to 
see it leave Richmond. Thank you to all the wonderful staff that have worked in the program, led by Thuy Pham, who 
also leaves the school at the end of 2021.  
We had our last year of year 7 at the school, as year 7 moves to high school for 2022, and we wish the 3 senior classes 
of year 6/7 well after their time at Richmond.
Students, teachers, and families all enjoyed the successful return of our Harmony Day parade celebrating our rich 
cultural diversity which was held in the covid-safe outdoors, as well as the return of Sports Day at Richmond Oval.
A busy year for the Governing Council, with the return of the soccer and basketball program, which was very well 
supported by our families, and also some successful fundraising activities of hot cross bun sales, a Bunnings BBQ, and 
the production and sale of our very own Recipe Book
Our Italian program got its very own space during the year, with the creation of a new classroom which the children enjoy 
as they are immersed in the learning of a new language and culture.  We thank Ella Blake for putting together this 
innovative space and for her many years of dedication to Richmond, who we also said farewell to as Principal at the end 
of term 2, as well as Pam Thompson who led the school for the remainder of the year.

Context and highlights
Richmond Primary School is a category 4 school in the western suburbs of Adelaide. In 2021 we had approximately 398 
students in 15 mainstream classes and 3 IELP classes. The student population included:
• 47 School card holders
• 68 % EALD students
• 13 students with disabilities
• 16 Aboriginal students enrolled at various times during the year

Richmond Primary School provides instrumental music lessons for Year 5 students with an option to continue into Year 6. 
Upper primary students also have the opportunity to participate in the Festival Choir. Students also participate in a 
variety of sporting activities, such as soccer, basketball and SAPSASA events such as athletics.

Our specialist teaching areas in 2021 were Visual Arts, PE, Science and Italian. 

Despite COVID restrictions students were able to engage in several excursions and camps, including Aldinga Scrub 
Camp, ZooSnooze overnight camp, Old Tailem Town and Adelaide Zoo, Harmony Day, Book Week Parade, as well as 
the Festival of Music, Sports Day and our graduation of Year 6 and 7 students. Our RPS Art Show was held in Term 4 
with an outstanding display of students’ artwork. 

Sadly, our IELC is on pause as of the end of 2021. 
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Our School Improvement Plan goals for 2021 were:
• Increase student achievement in writing - Year 5 & 7 cohort in 2021 will retain and increase the percentage of students
achieving higher bands in NAPLAN in 2019 by 20% (approximately 15 students)
• Increase student achievement in reading - Year 1 2021 cohort will increase from 68% to 75% achievement of 28 or
above (SEA) in September Phonics Screening Check - (approximately 28 students)
• Increase student achievement in the higher bands in numeracy - Year 2 2018 ( Year 5 2021) cohort will show increased
scale scores in PAT M in 2021 as per predicted growth (approximately 15 children)  30 % above 135 scale score

The target of 20% increase in students in higher bands in writing in years 5 and 7 were not met. The focus was on using 
Seven Steps in Writing as well as functional grammar. It is recommended that in 2022 there is a focus on vocabulary and 
sentence level structures, using resources such as The Writing Revolution and Writing Matters.

The target for 75% achievement at or above SEA in the year 1 Phonics Screening Check was exceeded, with all but one 
student meeting SEA – approximately 96% of students met the benchmark. This follows a move to a rigorous and 
consistent implementation of a systematic, synthetics phonics program (InitialLit) in Reception and Year 1 classes. This 
will be extended to Year 2 classes in 2022. The 2022 SIP has a focus on vocabulary, morphology and student dialogue, 
as well as comprehension strategies, to improve reading learning outcomes in Reception to Year 6.

The target for numeracy was met with 50% of year 5 students scoring 135 or above in PAT-M. The 2022 SIP has a focus 
on conceptual understanding, productive struggle, reasoning and using manipulatives to improve numeracy learning 
outcomes.

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.



*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 62% 39% 33%

Middle progress group 31% 46% 48%

Lower progress group * * 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 72% 41% 33%

Middle progress group 19% 56% 48%

Lower progress group * * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 58 58 31 29 53% 50%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 51.0 51.0 30.0 27.0 59% 53%

Year 5 2021 48 48 24 27 50% 56%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 38.5 38.5 17.5 19.5 45% 51%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 31%

Middle progress group * 45%

Lower progress group * 24%

NAPLAN progression Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * 32%

Middle progress group * 46%

Lower progress group * 22%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Brooke Williams, ACEO, was employed for 10 hours per week in Terms 1 and 2. Brooke’s contributions to our indigenous 
learners have been significant and highly successful. A highlight was Reconciliation Week activities combined with 
Warriapendi school, with staff and families engaging in literacy activities centred on "More than a word. Reconciliation 
takes action". Each student has individual learning goals and specific targets which are created in consultation with 
students and parents/caregivers. Each individual student’s One Plan meetings were conducted with teachers, students 
and families, and supported by the learning support teacher. One Plans were monitored throughout the year. 

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Tracking & Monitoring

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Students received support from SSOs and/or learning support teacher in literacy and numeracy. One out of three 
students who sat the PAT-R assessment met SEA, with one student just below. Two out of four students who sat the 
PAT-M assessment achieved SEA. One student met SEA in NAPLAN Numeracy and Reading and was just below SEA in 
Writing. Two students were withdrawn from all NAPLAN tests. One student has made noticeable progress in his 
confidence to have a go and is now writing independently with confidence.
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Phonics Screening Check data showed a significant increase in 2021 with 96% of students meeting benchmark 
compared to 68% in 2020. 
There was a decline in Year 3, 5 & 7 students meeting SEA in NAPLAN reading in 2021 compared to 2019. Several 
students were withdrawn from NAPLAN in 2021, most of these being students with a disability. In reading there was a 
decrease in Year 3 students achieving in the higher bands but an increase in Year 5 & 7 students achieving in higher 
bands. There was little change in the outcomes in meeting SEA or achieving higher bands in numeracy for all year 
levels, except for an increase in Year 5 students achieving/maintaining higher bands. There was an increase in progress 
of students with high achievement between Year 3 and  5 – 8% in reading and 23% in numeracy. There was also an 
increase of 27% of students’ progress of expected achievement from Year 3 to Year 5. In numeracy there was a 38% 
increase in progress for students achieving higher bands between Year 5 and 7.
In PAT-M 90% of Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students and 95% of Year 7 students met SEA. In PAT-R 92% of Year 3, 90% of Year 4, 
93% of Year 5, 85% of Year 6 & 97% of Year 7 students met SEA.
Running Records data showed 84% of Year 1 students achieved benchmark compared to 38% in 2019, 63% of Year 2 
students achieved benchmark compared to 41% in 2019.

School performance comment
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There were 79 documented incidences recorded in EDSAS this year. Student behaviour is closely monitored and 
supported by proactive strategies, including social and emotional learning support provided by the Wellbeing Leader. 
Restorative practices are used to address behavioural incidents. The Wellbeing Leader initially responds to incidents, 
which are documented and communicated with families and appropriate staff. These incidents can result in a time out 
in administration, a take-home or suspension. A student reflection sheet is used with students to help develop problem-
solving skills and prepare restorative dialogue. Sometimes a behaviour support plan is developed with students, 
usually in consultation with teachers and parents. On occasion, the Department for Education Behaviour Coach is 
contacted and consulted.

Behaviour support comment

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 88.2% 94.1% 88.6% 88.7%

Year 1 93.4% 90.6% 86.7% 93.7%

Year 2 92.1% 92.1% 86.6% 93.4%

Year 3 93.6% 94.0% 86.6% 94.3%

Year 4 93.0% 93.1% 86.5% 94.0%

Year 5 95.5% 93.9% 87.0% 95.4%

Year 6 91.9% 94.0% 88.1% 92.7%

Year 7 93.7% 93.4% 87.3% 90.9%

Primary Other 94.0% 94.3% 86.8% 93.0%

Total 93.0% 93.3% 87.0% 93.0%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
The school uses Academy to record and document attendances and to send SMS messages to families when children 
are absent from school with no communication. The attendance rate in 2021 was 93%. There were some exemptions 
for family holidays and also for some students unable to return to Australia due to COVID restrictions. Students with 
regular non-attendance were followed up with phone calls from leadership/Wellbeing Leader with some home visits 
when necessary. Some students were referred to outside agencies for professional support regarding wellbeing 
reasons for non-attendance/engagement. 
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Relevant history screening
All volunteers are expected to have a current Working with Children Check and Responding to Abuse and Neglect 
certificate. This is documented and monitored with the use of checklists and EDSAS data by the school’s administration 
staff. 

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 5 6.9%
NS - LEFT SA FOR NSW 2 2.8%
OV - LEFT SA FOR OVERSEAS 6 8.3%
QL - LEFT SA FOR QLD 1 1.4%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

56 77.8%

U - UNKNOWN 1 1.4%
VI - LEFT SA FOR VIC 1 1.4%

Parent opinion survey summary
Parent opinion survey:
194 responses were submitted and the responses were generally positive. 
97% agreed that teachers and students are respectful.
94% feel that their child is important to the school.
86% agreed that they receive enough communication from the school.
76% agreed that they receive useful feedback from the school.
71% feel that they have useful discussions with the school about their child’s learning.

Areas for improvement:
40% would like the school to address student needs better.
37% want more help from the school to address their child’s needs.
34% disagreed or were neutral about the school providing useful tips on helping students to learn.

These areas will be a focus for 2022.

Many comments related to the inability to connect face to face more often and the fact that parents have not been able 
to be at school during the COVID restrictions.

Staff Wellbeing Survey:
28% of staff participated in the survey. Responses were generally positive. The main areas of concern were regarding 
workload and emotional demands. 
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 46
Post Graduate Qualifications 21

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 25.2 0.0 10.3
Persons 0 29 0 16

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $4,074,096
Grants: Commonwealth $7,407
Parent Contributions $130,787
Fund Raising $2,470
Other $5,000

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community11 |  Richmond Primary School



2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*

Tier 2 funding 
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable 
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant 
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes

Outcomes achieved or progress 
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement Wellbeing Leader employed 0.8 to focus on social and emotional learning for both staff 
and students. This was a combination of whole class, small group and 1:1 support for 
some students. 

Improvement in behaviour and learning 
engagement.

Targeted funding for 
individual students

Improved outcomes for students with 
an additional language or dialect

A full-time EALD teacher provided small group lessons in reading and writing. Several 
teachers participated in LEAP level training. All students were assessed using LEAP levels.

Students made good progress in reading 
results and PAT assessment.

Inclusive Education Support Program SSO support was used to target literacy and numeracy goals, as well as to work on 
organisational and social and emotional skills.

Most students made progress against 
their learning goals.

Targeted funding for 
groups of students

Improved outcomes for 
- rural & isolated students
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early
years support

First language maintenance & 
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support

SSO support provided to students who were identified as needing support in literacy and 
numeracy. This was provided in small groups with identified learning needs. Some 
students with individual funding were provided with increased support. 

Improved confidence in learning and, in 
some cases, attendance. Progress seen 
in reading and numeracy.

Program funding for 
all students

Australian Curriculum Additional site funding for QuickSmart, numeracy intervention in classes, small groups 
literacy/reading intervention. Professional development opportunities for all staff. 
Purchase of InitialLit and decodable readers.

Improved pedagogy in numeracy and in 
early years reading.

Aboriginal languages programs 
Initiatives

Not applicable Not applicable

Better schools funding Identified students were able to access social justice funding to allow participation in all 
school based activities, such as excursions, camps, swimming lessons. 

All students able to access all activities 
and experiences.

Other discretionary 
funding

Specialist school reporting (as 
required)

Not applicable. Not applicable.

Improved outcomes for gifted students Differentiation highlighted as a high yield strategy in classes. Stretch classes offered in 
numeracy. 

High rate of students in higher bands in 
NAPLAN numeracy in years 3, 5 & 7.

*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.
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